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INTRODUCTION. 

;' His Mdjesty'a Govornrnent are compelled to  recognise that circumstances 
have recently occu~.red which throw upcjn them the obligati011 of placirlg our 
relations \ f r i t h  the Goverilment of Lhasa upon a more satisfactory footing," wrote 
the Secretary : ~ f  Sta te  t o  the Viceroy on February 17th~ 1903 ; and His Lordship 
further said that His Majesty's Government. were entirely in aereement with 
His Exceliency in thinking that ,  having regard to the geographical position of 
'Tibet on the frontier of India, and its relations with Nepal, " it is indispt.nsahle 
tha: British influence should be recognised at I-hasa in such a manrrer a s  IG 
ri:ndcr i~ impossil.le lol- all)- other power to exercise a pressure on the Tibetar? 
i;o\lerrtl:it:rit inconsistent w ~ t h  the interests of British India.'' 

'I'hc c i r - c~~msr~nces  to which the Secretary of State referred were the reportet! . . ,..,,nc~us:on c,f agreements of some kind between Russia and C h ~ n a ,  and between 
Rllssi~ and Tibet placing Tibet under the protection of Russia, while a t  the same 
time the Tibetans had dec!ined t n  receive letters rtddresscd t:o the Dalai Lama by 
t j , ~  Vi,:z,,:.y 

'I't12 k; : r i~~13!1  i?!nhassada~~, I~clrn~r~r-r, nfi;cially assurcxl Lord L:insdowne tllat 
-l -. 

;/,ere \jfas I;.J ( . .~~;ventlon ~vitl) I  bet, e i t h e ~  \vit_h Tibet itse!f t x  with China, 
01. wit11 ;in) onc else, :!i;r had the Kussiav Gnverninent any  agents ln  that 
c',untry or  317)' i r i t ?n t ;~ )~ )  of s e n d ~ n g  agents or missions there. Accepting these 
assurances thy Secretary uf State telegraphed on May 28th that His Majesty's 
Government wishe*i to coi:fine the negotiations which it had been decided to 
enter into with the Chinese an3 Tibetavs, to frontier and grazing questions and 
trade reiations, and did not wish that  the 1ocal.inn of a Pcl~tical Agent at Lhasa 
or Gyantse, should form any part of our proposals. They wished, howevcr, to 
ensure, that the Tihelans should not be able to r_void or repudiate ohliga!:ions 
&tercd i n t q  on their behalf in ar!y frcsh Treaty or Convention. 

What soul of a country this iittle-known Tibet is, in which, as Lord Lansdowne 
obwrved to the Russian Ambassador, it is inevitable thal we should exercise a 
certain amount of local predominance; what a.re its resources; what the chzracter 
of the people, their attitude towards foreigners in general and the Russians and 

in particular, and their relations with their nominal suzerain, the Chinese ; 
I hope to  show in this Memorandum. .I wish t o  trace, too, the  history of our 
own relations with this people, as well as the story of their recent dealings with 
t h e  Russians, a r ~ d  frcm all this accumulated information deduce the best 
method of carrying out the instruct i~ns of I he Government of India ; of securing 
the  establishment of a properly regulated trade rna.rt in Tibet ; and of placing 
oil1 trade relations with the Tibetans upon a sorind arid satisfactory faoting. 

In  drawing up this Memorandum I have had the g.l.czt: acli.a.ntagc of personal 
conversaticm on the subject with Mr. White, who has 'held the pnat ol Political 
Otfjcer ill Sikkirn for fourteen years ; and with Captain O'Cocaor, who far sever:,! 
yeais has made Tibet his special study and has just prepared a valuable I-eporr 
upon !L 



OESCRIP'TION O F  TIiE COUNTI<Y. i 

st of thnse ~vho will do me the honour to read t h i ~  nlemorandurn 
e-concci\.cd idea that Tibet is 3 cold, bleak. barren p!ateau, situated anray 
interior of A.~ ia ,  a t  the back of :be Hinialayas, and utterly r~lisuited for 

on of ally sane man or anilnal. In this itlea they will onllr he partially 
[rue that hy far  rht: greater pal t of l'ib~:t-all t l l r r r  . parl wl~ich, 
or I.,.;, [;ices towards tile K u s s i ; ~ ~ ~  P~ssessions-answcrs ro this desc.rip- 

i n  Captain \\'ellby tl-ni~e!lrd o\.er that  great, drear\- plateau, known a.; tire 
Chang-?'Ilang. \vlic~se !cwest pnrt is highrr than M o n ~  Plrrnc, i r~r  iour n~orlths 
" \z:i~hout ..;~.elng a n y  v:.geta!ion higlwr than ail oi~lvn;  " al.11t.: for nlorr: tlian 14.  
nceks he rlt=\Ier saw arlv si;:n oi n~a~~E: ; l~ i l  ; a r ~ d  eve11 then onlv a tr;~velling car;l1~2n. 
C a p t i n  l 3 a ~ c . r ~  wl;o traveiled nciw?.; t h r  plateau in a~lothe; c;ircctio~~, dcsrr ibed 
it 3s " all rlic slrnc;, rcjunded, und~~!:~t ing 1-)ills, wit11 .ivide, (bprli \ sl lej ls, and here and 
tl.~n-e sl!nrpl;. &lined s:~cln.y ririige:." The nialnrity :,f the piaces that would 
af-Toitl 9r:iring ts the 7:il.;eta.ils1 i'lrcL-s and hr-:JF in  sumnler are, lie says, ttjr, lar 

? 
diilant tronr suitable willtcr cl:lrirtzrs to he made 11se bp the nol-~latis. Tllc): ;~rc 
consequently left t o  ,nnu~n::i-aklc I-!-l.ds oi wild anin:ais; and the Tibctans r;!erclv 
graze ~l ieir  iwrds ro11nc1 the rilgr. ,. i !his siuy~erldo~~s, barrep j>!:.~tr,l~i. 

2 ,  U L t r  i ' b .  UII: tll:: re;~l:lil~;n% t h ~ r d  ---and i c j r tun-  
a!dI)- for us 1l:t; illor,! ficaicst 1t;dia-is vcry difterent. 'This pcwticrl; is ful.tlrer 
sc lu~h,  and c o ~ i s c q t ~ c n t ! ~  n.3r-!ner1 and it  has the a&diticnal advarrtatge of coming 
under the par.[i:~l !n l l k r~ce  ol' the rnons~on.  So here a t  Liharnba long, at the 
height oi M ~ I I ~ L  LYani:, t,alle! i s  now ripening and !he vast plains before our camp 
are sufliciently covered \r.i~I; grass to affoid grazing to thour;ands of s11ei.p and 
p a t s  and yaks. And $.his is  the worst part of \vhat m i g h ~  t,r c.;lllcd tini~il;ible - .  
'I'ihet. On the rnarl ro >l!lgarse from here-four n~arrhes-the va!lrps arc  
"thickly tlottecl triih I~al-i~lets," a r ~ d  M r .  M'hite, who has ridde.1 solr~e distance in 
that direction, says thzt in these broad, well-watered val!e)-s thousands oi :+crcs 
more might easily be cul~il;a!ed i f  there were more population for the n7c:l;. Run 
n i ~ g  up from Shigat~la to ti!.xr~rsc- is a valley which Turner describes as " estremely 
rich, with abunda!it c r o p s  of ripe corn, and exceedingly populous." This valley, 
Sarat Cliandra Das s q s ,  is from 60 to 70 miles long, and has an averagc breadth 
of to  n~ilc-S, and every inrh oi it, he says, is cultivated. Barley, acheat, millet and  
pulses being grown here while groves df poplars and willows, and ever) orchards  
are seen. 

3. I 'a~sing on fiam Gyantse towards Lhasa! n,ianning, the only Engiishn- an 
,nlho has elver been there, ~ h u s  describes the Brahmaputra Ifalley nrhic!~ is c.rossr.ti 
o ~ i  the Tay. " The \:;iiley was a.;de, a lively srrearn ran through It, hous~::; 2nd 
i,illages wrre scattered about . . . The  place was t?ot des1ilui.e of trees, nor o i  
arabir In~:d, a r~d  an ail- c.i gaietv was spread over the 11 hole, ant1 I rhought on 
the faces of the  people." Sarat Chandra Das speaks, :oo, ;.F the . '  inycst-clad 
mol~ntains l' ii~hicti rose above the Brahniapurra On the vay- :G 1,l;asa he spcalis 
of "nulriiiers of small villagesIJ' "terraced fields, plant122 :ci;li bar Icy '' ;uld of ;~op!si s 
and willcl,.+ trees. L\:.\:hile nea.r Lha.sa he saw " gardens a1:d 0los;es of irees l' 

a-. .. .,tra.o~-;lln;;riiy fer~ile," s:lrrounding the houses; the p!ain rocnd Lhasa was '' ,a-.. 

;i;d ' *  e\:tij:ivhere cultivaled " ~ i i h  barley, r.vhea.r. ar,d t~uc l ,~vh~a t  ; a ~ c !  the road 
oras " alivc wit h travellers, mnst!p grain-dealers, on their nay to  the city ~ i t h  
:rain: oi  yal:~, ponies, rnu!es and donkeys." 

,+ Fur:hrr east still the country presents an even greater cmtrast  to tlre 
i;arren C llang-Thang, arid Roner speaks of South-Eastern 7 ~ b r t  as a country 
c - f  deep\)-cut,  well-cultivated vallel;s, with steep, wooded hillsides. "I he 
country bears," he sa)s, " a qreat resembiaoce to many parts oi lCashmir, and  
in beauy is a t  least its equal." 

5.  But the most pronrising part cf Tibet is evidently that along the vailcy 
of the Rrahinaputra belon. where the longitude of Lhaia crosses it. This, as 
Captain O'Connor writes in his Report, mav be called the " garden of Tibet.." The  
slde valleys are rich and ivcll cultivated ; a i d  all native $>:plorers who haye visited 
this part unite in praising its climate and scenery. The  river P.OIVS i n  211 open 
.ralley, with  ell-wooded sides; and is thickly populated and well-cultivated on 
either bank. The explorer K-p, vhc vrerit !Carthest down t h i s  &reat river, 
speaks of eve? kind of cultivatian along i t ,  till ;it last, as he nears British ierrilorp 
in Assam, he finds cotton fields, and even mangoes and plantains. A emtras t  

. ? 



irhclred to tl'cllb!l's " vegel.ation 1io '-!isher !i:;ii~ arr o n ~ o r !  " ~ i -  the othr:! end O( . .. I !!XL facing e o \ ~ a ~  Js Russia ! 
. , .  

6. What t h e  area ni t h iq  !.emarkab!j. \-ar;-krJ c o ~ l n i r ~  :S 11 :5  i~np~tlsiblc:' t~ 
::i: I~:::ciscly, for- i t s  buur:Jaries aria so i!i-de5ned 111 ill<: cllreciion o! Cl~lrla 
tllht no one can st:cte exactly r:hich di.jtricts 3r.r. Tibt:rari. a116 which Chinese. 
T h e  ,Stniesnrnt~'s ! 'my &OUR gi7:es the area as 403,~3'3 .;qt!are nliles : anri it may  
bcr said to  be roughiy as only slightly srnalier than tile r"rov(~~:;ej: nl Bei?&;al, 
Borntlap, the  Nob-West and the P::njab put titgelher. 

NAr!'rJKr'iL F.ESOY.IKCF,S. 
7.  Really the :nest valuable produce of TitJer is her n..j,?l. Ht~r .  the l)r:.~du.:l 

a h i c l ~  will undoubtedly acracr most attention 1.0 her, and w l ~ ~ c h  inay have 3 
p~werlnl  effect upon her near future, is  gold. i t  is the gold which has mi1i.h to  
say in attracting the Russia~is. Russianq have often said this ~o me and it is 
r e p r t t d  that there is a K'ussian rnine-prospecting expediiion i l l  Tibc! a t  the 
present moment. And c e ~ t a i ~ l y  T never heard in Rhodesia of thc same signs 
of gold a s  travellers tell of ia 'Tibet, yet the gold of Rhodesia vias enough to 
attract thousands of settlers and t h e  investmen: of millions nf pounds. ?'he 
gold o[ Tibet !hen is a far+.or of cons~derable il~portzuc,: in a cons ide ra~ i~ l*~  of ol;r 
trade relztioiis with the countr!-. 

S. Turner, in 1 8 o q  writes oi  the  Tibetans :. " 'Their rnirlrs and mineral:; arc-: 
capable . ~ f  opening to them sir<-h inexhaustible sources oi 4calth as t o  bc 
alone sufficient to purchase everything c?i which the>: starid ;I: need." i1;jracr: 
del Per,!:a had already reported tha: there were gold niir~rts in che pro;,inl:es of [j, 
Tsang Cl~ang,  Takpu, Kuaiboo slid Khan?. if trc says, " 'rib? t rs rich bey 
all im:lginat~on i l l  rnetals. Gold ~ n d  ril.!er are ccl!ected there so rc-.~dil\l, t l ~ ~ l t  i I12  

common shepherds have 'Jeccnie ~ iq i ia in te .1  n'itl.1 the ,,::t ~~f J?~rifyii;g !ll:se 
metals." Sir Kichard Strachey saiv s ~ n l e  uid cold pits in  rhe nei~hbo~:r i :ojd ljf 

3 .  the M an;~sa.:owar Lake in r 848, and !epoi\!;cl c l l i t  :h,: FP;'; ?,.A:. : ~ ~ ! ~ r i a  tn rrrd;~: j ~ l l <  
. 1  2 

nuggets of varialis sizes ; and 1.l1a:: ronsli.ia:rrnc char a i'.I.c!t;!r: ,C;O~..:~! 
r?lenl, is, and what Tibetan worknlr~i are, thc s~niill dmnul;t ;.!.t:,"tr.+t! was r i d :  

proof that the allu.vium of Tibet may not he rich in gold." :! I.',~r,clit i r ;  I 867 
visited rhe  Thok Jalang goldfield in \\:esiern 'T'ibct (Lunz.  t : ~ '  ; l a r .  32';1. ?.rid 
reported the " yield of gold larse, ant1 tllc find occasiollally-vir). iit:a~fy." H,: sdtr 
one nugget of about z ibs. we~ght. He was there in the sumrne;, wi:ich is not 
the most favorable season for the workers, and there were then only ~ o o  tents ; 
but in the winter t ime  he said therc are 6,000 tents of i\rorliers there. The Pundit 
also saw a large number of disused goldfields ror~nd Thok Jalung. and from 
what he heard during two expeditions he stated that there was " a ~'1;ole 
string of goldfields extending all the way from Lhasa to Rudolr.." 'The price 
of g ~ l d  was Rs. 30 pea ourlce: and i: [nay be noted that a n  our,ce of pare go113 
is intrinsically worth 4 44'. I I # .  S a u ~ d e t s ,  the surgzon attached to Turner's 
Mission in I 783, writes : " T h e  country properly e;<plored prorniszs Let.ter. t l lm any 
1 have seen ...... .................. to reward the labours di a mrncralisc. Accident, 
more than a spirit of enterprise and enquiry, has already discovrred the presence 
of marry va.iuable ore:; and rnir~erals. l'he llrst on this list is deservedly goltl : 
they find it in large quantities, and frequently very pure. !n the fnrn! of gold- 
dust  i t  i s  found in thc beds ~ ) f  rivers, and at the several bendings. generall:, 
attached to srn~zll pieces oi stone, wit11 every appearance o: its lraving been par! 
of a larger mass. They find it sometimes in large masses, i ~ l m p s  and irreg:j!;ir 
veins." Rock'nlll, tile Ainerican traveller, mentioi~s " the fanlous Gork goldfie1,ls " 
ir! North-Eastern Tibet. " Discc~erf?d  in 1888," he says, :' they y i~ lded  LO thc 
Chinese who flocl.eJ to t l~em over l o , o ~ o  ounces of gold in less than t\vo yesrs .. 
hilt now they are abandoned, the primitive ! ~ ~ e t h a d s  of the g~-~!d-.-vorkers being 
only re~)iuneracive with the ric,hest gravkls." Lit-tledale passed " a good man:- 
;ai,andoned goic! digging: ;' on tiw road fr!:li?! l.l?asa to Hu~.loh t h t  .;n:ile a.s th,:sr 
referred to by the  Puncllt mentioi~ecl above. Boxer speaks of " innumeral,le qo]d 
~,vnrlcin;:s " near 1-i-tang in South-Eastern Tibet:, anc! say; the exci:ange beti :cen 
silver and gnld was [hen 14 t:3 I [on the s;l!ce date in England 23 .~unces r;i 
silver wouid have to be given for I otlrlce ol pure gold]. Many others cf the 
States  of South-Easter11 'i"i;et Ecrdering 011 China are famous for their output of 
g0l8, and t h e  AbbB Desgoiiins enurncriltcs a i,;rnber J E  gold n!irl-.s in those. 



p;i!\s, r . . .~.;bly i l n  tlir i~-.~::i 31 !.he T.r;\ver Y.~rig-tse :~nd hli.l;c~~~g ,tnd lhl,t jar 
I ~ I . $ ~ A I I :  tr.9111 f \ . e  - ? : L ~ I ? ~ I I  r 1 . d  C.! ~ ~ s > * I T ,  

F .  

9. ll!er': is .irnp!r e\idcrlcSe t l ~ c n  o i  t ! :c  cxist~nce of ;;old i l l  c-onsi,lc:ln!Jlc 
I I I p i  I t .  .4s he late h9r. Colmar-! ~ ] f i . . . ; i l l l i l y  

s,ays : * '  rlje ~-.~i~~s-ral wea l th  n i  ? '~bct  has iorrned thc bjsi.; ::liicl-: of flldiarl faI,lr 
a;.lil oi Chii!e~c: pr:lverLls. 111d;a1; lianl:.: place4 the hon~r: of t l ~ e  gods far away 
among t h e  s~?on.s, on rnountzlns glittering with g t m s  and gold. The  Cl~irresr 
hr\vc a saving t l l a t  Tibet is both the highest arld the ricllest country in \.he world." 

, . " T!le gold dug horn the I :bctan mines," writt-S ;I Ratang Missionary, " is 
;hinin,o in  t l ~ e  ray.; o i  the slrn, on giit pinnacles of the pngudas, on the irlois, 
nn tile bea111; a r~d  c r~ \ i ; rn~~s  6 i  the te~np!zs, on chc  hairs, i-ouches and ~ rn i tn~en t s  
of ~'zoplz o! high r;nl;." 

10. A I ? ~  wha t  has beei~ extrac-ted sc iar undcr the discouragement of 
rzligioils superstition, of  Government prohibirion to private individuals ; by 
means of rude implements and unskilled labc11:r ; and witl~out any sysrematrc 
scientific research or invesrigation ; is probably but a faint iridication ollly of 
the outollt which ~ o u l d  follow if ~eligious scruples were waived ; Government re- 
siric.rians withdrawn; the whole country explczed by mining experts, and the 
minys dij-ovcl.ed worliad \\.it13 r;~oilefn rnacl.linery and .skilled labour. l]nder 
such condilior~s the output ;r.c;~ild h(- ~nucl i  rrlore liltely to  he reckoned ir: millions 

l 
than in thousands oi pounds per alnurn. 

I I .  Silver slso is iounci. S . i l~~.ders ,  the surgeon who acron3pan;ed Turr ler ,  
says : l '  '1c.o days iron1 Tissoolurnboo LShigaese] there is a lead n-line,.. . . . ... .., ... 
~ n o s t  icaci contains a por.tio11 of silver, and solne i n  s w h  proportion i1 .2  to ma)ce 
i t  an c~bject tn work the lead Gri. the s:qlit. of ill? 5ilvr;r ' '  bI:-lrac.e 
clcl Pen;la. 1ile1-1tiona silver ;!I :hi? Frovillre or Kham, Sor1i11-Easier-13 '1il;et. And 
(3aFcair, C,'Cor:ncr, in his report on Tibei.. r e ~ o r d s  three silver r l ~ i n ~ c  01; ti.1!! left- 
ban:; oi I hi: Y~ng-tse  River, south of r ? ; ~ ! a n m  . clever, ~rlir~cs or] the I.oil:er S L.,. 
Mel;or!g, a1.i 3 nil le mines i : ~  M upin, ! \ ~ r ~ i i ~ t ? ~ > t  (..l I a-tsieil-lu [I:)ai-clje:~Jo']. 

1 2 .  I I ~ I : ,  ;tcct~r,!ing ti) Captain O 'Cor i~nr ,  is icsunc! on thc P.ltkong Ki:.v:r, in 
'boil l i at. 3"' ; between t h e  h1 r:kong an J t h e  Salrvin, t\vo or three ma;che:; south- 

of Chidmcio ; on the left bank of the Salwin below Eatang ; and along the 
ief:  bank at the Lower Mekong. 

1;s. T~irner  says char " copper alines furnish materhis ior :he manufaci.ory 
of idGlsl and a.ll the ornamenls disposed abor~t  the inonasterits, on  nrhi!:h giltling 
i s . d iSp~~ed . i r  And Saiinders, his surgem, says that he saxr ores and loose 
stones containing copper, and had not a do:ibt of its hcng found in grea: 
ahundan~;.e thrdughout the coijntry. But %.at Cha~dra .  Das says thaL there .,re. 
r.0 copper mines i l l  Tibei: and  t h a t  the copper is imported from Nepal 3 r d  

Claliutt3. I t  seeriis, howei~er, to he abundant near Ratang, and Captain 
C)'Coni~or records tha: mines are iound on the banlcs of the Yang-tse.kiang south 
of Batang: and on ba th  banks of the Lower Mekong, bo t l~  localities at some 
distance from Lhasa, and in the extreme south-eastern corner of the country. 

14. Lead is found, as  mentioned above, two rnarclxh nortli of S11,gatsc ; 
3n3 In c;ne or. two places or! the 1,ower Meko~ig. 

15. !Mercury is found in st*;:on localitisr- on t h t  Sar!bc i;f the Lowtir R!eko!ig,. 
It;, 'ri7er.e is a sulphur mine ;*L a. plac:e called Y a p o  c:i the Lon-e!- Meltong. 
17, Sa!! is found in g c a l  q i~an t i t i e~  rjrl the easr: plateau crt.llcd ihe [;ilane, 

Thang,  i: i s  clbtained by evnporat!on o i  thi= wat.er c.f L ! ~ C  innon;orahlc :salt 
lakes of tb;it q i o r ! .  Sarat Cbacc!ra Das a!su reporis t!;r el:is!l-llr+ of ar: 
4 ,  - . . 

immense salt ~nil?(? in ;he Chacg distiic-t :io:I h-west c-~i I,!.:~sa, :jlId :II:C 
. . 

rnon!h.s jolirney rrnrth oi Slligatse, ijlhi;-fi iurnishes ir.~,:l-~au~:i!;l~ :!lrant~t~-.s . i f  

rrjck-sa\t (0 all-?iLet 2nd t5e rleigl-~bot.iiil.~g c:L>:;~-~tric-c." A n d  C:ptairi C:llf.',.lnno: . . 
recordl that ;here are ;ali. mines ;!!so l\: kastt~r; 'l?iLlci 2!,,1;1g ;>oil1 t):,~lir; ..ri rJ-,c 

~ o , ~ e ~  hlc[;(jng :]ear tile a g ~ i  degree oi I.r,ti~udc Cjf illc-:ae I here are sccort2~.< 
to  tiie Al.1b6 I>e.;gi~cli~is s ~ m e  f(~r:y cr f i i ly .  

18. The 5nest bo;.ax is prqldnced i;: V:es!e.r.rl Tlbee. 

19. Cc,al does cot appeor to liaue been discovered in Tibet, though 
CaptGn O'conl>or has heard from natives rurooljrs of its being found near both 
Lhasa alld Shigatse. And of pnxious stones t5e only mesltion,is of agate which is . - 7  . - _  . 
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sailj to be foutrd in the extrerrre south-casre?-n rotnc; of !':bet rlt;;r t'trt: hIiji?r-ili 
coantrli and af ~urquuises. 

20. l ' l~ i j  fitlishes !hr. list cf iiii:!f.!rii! prnal11rt.s !?l 'l'ibnt, a s  f i r  ;L. u.1: Iinow 
the,,) a t  present. Or ariilr~al p i ~ d u c t s  thc mast in~l,or~ant is wool. This i s  illc 
p e a l  and inexliauscible staple of Tibet, and it can be prol-!wed O I I  its vast 
plai~ls and mountain sloptis in any quantity and of thc finest quality. Fro111 
Tibet comes the wool with which the finest Kashmir shaw!s are made, and, aa 
Mr. H,:nnessy retnarks, hundreds and even thousands of maundz of s'na.wl woul 
are neczssarily produced every year and nrnsted on the great prairie of the Chang 
' T ~ A , , ~ .  From here at Khnmba Jone; vast plain-!ike vall~:,s can l,e seen ca.pa!jir? 
i l l  supi)ortil~g thousands more s h ~ c p  t!!all are graze2 ltpon them ; and so i t  is 
all t h r o ~ g l l  the highlarlds of Tibet. 

3 1 .  ?dusk is another i ~ p o r t a n t  animal product oi Tibet. ' l r  is wcrrh f r s ~ n  
tcrl t;) twelve ti!-rlcs its wclglii in silver tllca Chinese frontier. Musk deer arc. 
plrntiIul i r ~  ihl: ravines and lol.ests of the whole of biastern riber,  

23. Thousands of yalts are reared in 'Tibet : :hey fcl.r!isll m a t  all!-? l l~ilk to 
thc irihabit,ints and are ustfl~l 2.3 p;.: k &nil]-~ali. 

,. . . 
.:L !\)c vcgete'de proclucls oi 'l'ibt-.i, lirlg,!!t IJC c:.cpe:c:ted, are 5nl;ll!. -.. ~dl?i,~l~gi-;  viheat., bz;!~?, peas etc., 2.: S I  c) al; .i0r illt; ncctls 111.: people. C l l t  

spec,:il I:rladuct is wild rhilbarb, which grov~s 5rr.at abunclance OP ~11:. ilillsirles 
of Eastern Tibet,  afid is greatly p r i z d  in (J.h~na for m.;.dic~nal ;,;!rposes. TII: . 1:; pract.ic;~lly unlimited a:~d excecdv !.he cielnalirl. -45 has beer: meIti:~?nsu 
abqvd, t!le hills!rl.es ot South-Easter.n TiLet and o: t ! i ~  -.alley oi' tile F?l..lb;na- 
putra aid well clothed with forcsi, b u ~  1ir11St.r at I:r+:st:rIr ;c'i:~::s to Ilavt. ; ~ b  cgljl- 
n;ercial value. Whether ir [night lioL be ficaicd doiv~\  !lie zre:..t 7i.re:s \r.l?icll 
flow out of Tibet is a probleni of the f!~ture.  

C H A R A C T E R  OF Tt IE  PEOPLE. 

25.  Such is the country and such are i ~ s  resources. A country of enor.rllsc;s 
extent and vast mineral potentialities ; and its south-eastern corner, bordering on 
Assam, rich not only in mineral, but in the fertility of its soil and salubriiy of 
its clim=te. What the character of the people i s  who have so far kept Europeans 
so rigidly a t  arm's length from access to i t ,  it is now our business to  examine. 
And just as  we had to rid o~irsc-Ives of p!.econcaived idcas regardin? t h e  in  
hospitality of the country and colnc t9 reccgnise tha t  quite a large yo~-tio,! I-,! 

i t  was rich ii.1 !n:t;erals arid fel-tiie in  soil, a o  wit sl~al! have  tr j  tii,pre,:i;,re 
fact that t h e  'ribe~arls, inhospitabie ~ n 1 1  fori~iildii~c L a s  the;, zypear at ::1.5:, ; i l l :  

2s the)? ur~doubt.ec-liy ,I.rt: t >  a certair, ~!,>ii!t, vet i?aw: qtlite a tl::rc': o f  ;i!r.lr 

cI~;~rncter geni:J and inviri1:g. 1.n: ~ 1 1 e  who has beer: here ii: 'Tibet 2nt-J :?'..:l1 :li;, 
n~iglrty range ci ilie !-iirnala!-AS s r re tch in~ a s  an app2rltrltly irnpreg!~:ll~le b?rricr 
betwcc?il [.his cc~untr); a!ld ib:: outcr wo-.ld c m  s::e how ;!:c TiL..:.i;i,;!: mos: ,::xajr;- i:,f.y 

-l.' 
~ l ; ~ ~ ~ e  h c c i , l ~ e  zri excir~sive pe?i;lc. ! he i ;  w e  vbs:i[)alr:i\- a n d  ,jc!~.:r-,rl;-. . . .>:- . 
e:.-..:.lusi;e 2nd s h y  of irlcerccurse wit1.r t h w  tei.!3vr-!.;:!:f~. r [ ' ! 7 ~  2 ;  l i l . :;~lt; .:S ..f 

. , 
r.,i>tailii!!c; acccev tt.1 thr=n!, ecelr :.>c rid.!.iivf:~ I_?: ! i~c i ia ,  I:; rqo .;cl! lir~cl;~ll 10 ili.eri 
K.epc:;!~ior~; a n d  Liil: I\I .C J*212<;&'.cs r ro~ !~  L!~~s;I ~ h r )  ;liC: h:-.re a t  :he  pi.:^^:;;) 
t : !~::  li;~ve srrict. crr!.,:i.: I.told 1.0 pc~soii;ii Illtii~Oilisl? -,~it?i u s  s.nd i h a j  
rl,c\rv::ghly iollun, :!\.!i tl.irir i~rt'ler::. 'I'!~ese ~ e o p l e  are tot ercessivTlv sus- 
picio~js. '' A c y  evirle.tce cii extrxxr'inar.j. curi(?s;ty rirer! in f:ic c n . n n l ~ ~ l  -affair,r 
cti life waj  " :5n!~s 'I'urne:" suficiznt, in a[; instairt, tc rsisx a Iriis; s,lsi>!ciorls." 
AilJ t!?{::ir zrt: nc;, o;11y s~~spic icus  oi strallgers, b u t  91 :dch olher.. ' I  T]:.. J2has;i 
p~i)J;?~:.t'- sa.id :hc i\fi:.~ister of Shig;?rse 1 . 1 ~  Sxrat Ctianrlra Das, "are suspicious 
and insincere." S i n i i i i ~ r l ~ - ,  the father ol (he Tashl L a m  told 'I'u1.1:er thiLt the . . 
1,llasa Chie fs  " were trait),, d~sigrl!ng men, of fair es~erinr, hu t  der:P and  
Liaclc a t  bea.rt." F'a.ith\c.-;ness, too, is put 6 0 ~ 1 1  by sunle travel\i=rs as a 
trait ill tlv:;r character. " The character of all these ~iornads is much the same- 
greedy, faii.hless, suspicious," writes B o ~ e r .  And Littledaie mentions a gross 
case of faith!essness on the  part of x high Lhasa official, .who, as part +f a 
s n l e ~ ~ i n  agreement, gave him a letter ordering all Tibetans to help and not dielay 
him on his pu iney  to the Ladak frontier, hut nrho aiso, a t  the same time, wrote 



1 
i letter to an oficial or: the \-\:ay to t~lrrl Littledale back nilert.\rrr hc  was. This 

piece o[ b:id 131th I V ~ S  made all t h e  worse because, when I,ittlcd:~lt had aslted tl?ar 
every \\,c!rd of   lie lettcr v.l-~ich c a s  given ln hint s!?ouli! be e?::~i;~ined,  he I.ama ha'! 
kept s;.yi~:g " I am ;.In old r i l d r l ,  and sh;dl snor,r die : clo you t!~i;ll; 1 wi5l.1 ~o cheat 
you ? " 7'i-11: l'itjctans are alsc~ grossly s~;porstitious. " l ' f ~ ~ y - c r  are goverllc cl i r r  all con- . . 
crms ot I!Ic " \vri:es Turner. " by an iin.1~11 repard t-.n t l ~ e  d~ct . l t rs  of supurs~itioni.,. 
Dcvotcd to as.!rolo,cy, ihey yie!.l a niiling liolnagc to its p~.i~lessiv-::." Iluc, too, 
s.:);s that  1i.1~ 'i'Ibcr::ins ha\-c a :.llplrrsri~;i,n thr.11 " r h e  1;2!:,i I , : I I I IA \ \ i l l  0111: ,].L;' lit: 
prncliii~~ird ti;?ivtl.:;al srj;-ei,.i;;r, act1 \ I I ! ( ! ~ :  11;s noiy iofluellc,: Lar:~;li;~r-~ \v ; i l  so~lrr Ilc 
rc:;ti.icd io it-; ]?ri+t i~ic: vij;nur. c ~ ! l ~ r  r l j  1,xrnnsrric.s \ \ i l l  a1.iz.t: ?v~:rs\ l  lie1 I : ,  ; I I - I ~  t l ~ e  
l I ?  , l  r I I I 1 1  : I t  r e '  " 'I.l~ese 
prc;lic~;oni,' '  l i t -  ;)lid.;. " :ire rei,zt.t.rl h\: e?, r ry  c!re i l l  111ost n-~inuic det:~il but wlr;rt 
is I ~ O S , ~  >\i~p~.i:-ji:rg i s  i . l~i~i i i t )  c.11ir s ; . s~ i~s  1.3 L.ntert;~iri ti.11. 11:ar:t tlnub: r ~ t  their [U\\\\- 

~ricnt." 1~t.c I:elih:f ,-I' the, 1 , c ' t i l ) l ~  i l ?  L ! I ~  ~t;:igicr~l pc;wer of ibc  1.an)rrs is nt-~:.r~r;ilus, 
and \\;is rIc\!t.i. beitcl. rxer~~pl i~ l tc l  than nhc-n they rhargcd 11f.1 to t l ~ e  I?rili\,h rides 
in Siklcim uiider ilie f i rm convictio~i Lliat !hey had been rencl(,rc.rl il~\yu!nt!rahlc 
by the 111ag;r powel- :if the Lama,. 

2 6 .  This shy ex~!usi\~eness, ti:Is s!:spiciousness, tlsis ~;~itlllt:ssness and rlris 
bslief i l l  supcrsti;ions are. !ioi~c.\ er, traits \rrl.lich are 1.e1.y conrlnon in ~lsiat ic  pea-tpirsj, 
and especially amon.: I i i l t  races. .?r:d what i s  equ;i!ly r,otict.ablv in ihi: l'itret;tn 
is his ~eniai i ty  ancl r~olitene.;~ \\-hen o ~ c e  he does meet a strnnper ; ,r!id [ h e  

c 2  .3 , 
kindness and ;he gel\crai bright~ress of his nature. " "znerosity and franltness 
cntzr !argely in1.o their character," : ;~yc I-luc ; and Turner wiles  that " hurn,mity 
and an unartificial gentleness of rlispnsi~ion are the constant inheritance of a 
Tibetan .... lYithout being servilely oficinus they are alwajsjolliging : the higher 1 
ranks are un;lssuming : the inferior re;pectful : nor are they deficient i n  atcent.ion j 

l to i he female sex. Cornpararivc.ly wit h their southerr1 'neighbours, the  women of 
Tihet e~i joy a n  elevated position in society." B ~ g l e ,  Turner and Huc, [lie orlly 
three Europeans who have really live11 anlong the 'Tibetans to btrcorl~e properly 
acal!ail;t?c! ::-i~h them. have all plven rrlils! iavourahle accounth ( i f  their rlrs~)ositic~n. 

27. 'T'.~IC!~ are, Lo?i, -tr! c:~,ilic.r~tT\. ri.ligious ~ :?op i? .  F':\'?ll ',...~i.nt Cha;:-l~-,l :';,IS . . .  
V,,.:>< $ii1.1?1\ i y i t h  tlieir d ~ : ~ ; ~ i ; c ~ l ,  :LII~.{  :,itt,: : I S ! : I ~ - ~  c,nc ~i t l ~ i - ; ~  ;:\-,,.!I I:,: I I . : . < ~ c : I - ~ I . ~  
. . : - l  . . . .  

5 , ~ s  or:!y ' l iy  T-lsli!cg- ~ a r h  pl.:i:es i h ~ ~  i~ \?;I:; 1\ .1:~.;!.11t!i  I l<.al;s!: ,,-.!U .11.3?. i i  ."' 
" n.i!-li \:1izi acci;.lui';)~ ::-r.ij ct.rli~;;on LIic R~:dd!>isis ~?eifo~-r-li I!:C s;tc.rc:ti !Il,ticr; oi  

r !  tlir: d t ' c - ~  ir~r(:!;.:t  ill^)^ take ill t h+  .:oll~i-ti.;< c!: ~ : 1 c ; i 7 L !  h:~i>l~!; . . 5 . .  * 
.. . .-S 

I S ,  1 :  t1)l:is Z ~ . ~ ~ . ? L I S  j i l  ~?rc"sr?l kin;: them.'' l?e i::rcllse rcvrrc.i--cc 
paid b\ l  rl-:c ;>wl>!e 10 :lie grer?f: l-ari:as ; the fact th3: ihey  h;]vtr allowi;~.l 
{he  Pa!:li L,;im* to l;i?ld supreme t.xpc:-al. as ncli as spiritual pois..c;; the 
la rgepropor~ion  of rl;c p ~ c ~ p l e  xvhc hecozie ~ o I I ! ~ . ;  an2 nuns;  xnri n.lie~? 
n~on!;s, rhc time thcy spend in re!!;ious exercises,--are all evidences ot 
the large part whi:l: relipion take-  ~ I I  rht ir  ch;-racter. l3ngle says i h a ~  I he 
time he spent a t  'Tasi~i I-umpo was " n:nr;astic tr! the  greatest degree. Fnihing 
but priests. Nothing from ~nr~rn ing  ti,  bight but the chanting of prayl-rs, 
a r d  tlw. sound of cynjbals aild tabors." Turntlr, too, describes iis157 every d;iy 
a1 s~riris-?, nooa 2nd j ~ ~ S e t  the greate;. numtjer of :.!ie 2 , 5 0 0  rrgnks cf 11ie 
monastery In which lie v:;r: staying used to meet for service ; and how, " oil 
every third day, the morning was devoted to prociaiming aloud the attributes and 
praises of the  Supreme Being;  a service ~ h i c h  was performed with a vehemrr!ci. 
of vcjciferat.ion rerfectly astorrishing." Resides these public services the Laii1.i~ 
engaged daily in private prayer accompanied by music, " together with the solemn 
pageantry of precession." .' .41! t!-:ese r:.ken t ~ , ~ e t h e r , "  c o n ~ ~ n u e s  T,i:!-ler, " ~ C O I I  

conviriccd nie that I w a s  l i \~ i~ ig  in the midst of me11 i;ho rnsd,: ~-elizi:vl ;.he :;ale 
bus i~es s  of their IiTe." A:l important. fzature of their rcligioi:~ pr;?ciice u-hic,h he 
noticed n . 2 ~  that :;icy 119 ucrt ~vorship scpni;lteIy as dc~ t:~e ! ~ . ~ ~ I ( I u s ,  " bllt ~ ! r : i t r  
together in prodigious nurnh?rs tn perfcrm t5eir rtligiouc, service.;, v.l:~ch c : : P ~  

chant in al!ernaie wcit 2~I311  Z I I ~  cl:orr:s." 
rS. I?uL, who  livecl for sevttral e.::eks wi1.h the Rrzenr of tbi: Llalai A 

Lanla, gives an equally eni.,;;.!.til; i r ~ ~ r e s r i o n  of :he nl::::h r ~ . j f f : . r l ~ i  p:;ys.ih':. 
. . 
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the lilt ~f this pco!~lc. '' 'Thc Tibc:a~:s." 11e sayc, "are c!nirle~rt ly rc1lgil:ius ; but 
...... very l i t t l e  disposed to nlys~icisn.~. 11is:r: ic.1 or c-onlining   heir deior . iv~~s tvilhin 
t h e ~ r  inlier. hearts, they  I;ke, (111 :Ill: ~rolltrxiv, ~Iispl .~j .  by out ~.;!i.d acts ; a114 ;rccc,l.J- 
ingly pilgrimages, lioisy c!:rn:~?ir~nies !n c l l i b  L.amase:ie:, prus!rarions on 111e top of 
thclr houses, are practicl?~ exrremcly to rhtlr taste. There cxlsts a t  Lniia;~ a \.er>. 
t o u c h i ~ l ~  custoln ....... 111  he evenilig, just  a5 t!ie day is verging on its ci(:cIitle, all 
lhc 'l'lbrttans stay business, and meet together, men,  \\.omen. anti cl~ildren, 
~ i c c o r d i ~ ~ g  L*? t l~eir sex and age, in the principzl parts of :ne town, and in t ! ~ ~ .  pul)lic 
squarcs. A.; S ~ U I I  3s I ! ~ E  groups a1.r forrncd, every on(: k!~ecij: doan, ail<! they 
t~1:;;irl s l 1 3 i ~ l ~  and i r i  u~~dc r . (ones  t ~ )  cIi:~~lt prayers 'l'lle rcligiou~ cc,:i:;c'rt~ pro- 
rlr~cr:d LJV !I!e;c nulnernus ar;semblayes crt:atc t.hrc:l;~hout tne tovln 4.11 i!illnense 
soietl~li hal.nlonyi; ?\:hic:l~ operates forcibly on it?#: soul." 

29. 1 ! I ~ L V I :  d11;~It I C - I I $ L ~  up011 l t ic :  i'eligion :jf !!:L ~I -L~[J ! ( -  k~t:c,;lls~: I ;  is  he 
mail1 a~icl g , ! : . c~  nin i ;  fc:lrlll.e I ~ I  their. iiationai e r  \Yi!ir thc C l ~ ~ n , : s r ;  religion 
c:oc;nts for n c ~ h i i ~ g .  \C;it.h the -l'ibetaris, on the other ha.nd, it c c ju~~ t s  for 'every- 
thing. I;eligiousncss is their gover~liilg cl:ara.cteristic . and In co~.~sidcring &:. 
future rc.l:itions wi!h thenl, this is t lie p(::int upon which uul- greatest a t t e~~r io l .  
~ n u s t  I?e fixed. 

p. O i  the in te l l rc r l~~l  c a p ~ c i t y  of !he pcaplr: some irav~llers  s~~ea i ;  In very 
favourable rcrtns. Thcy certail?!~ ba\re i?qt the S:.III(; capdc~ty a-: the Cl~i~:ese  rlor 
as tllc? Hil~dus, yct they arc by ncl n-wins a d d i ,  rough, unci;l:urcd race. .Znd 
the fact that they were able t.o impress their religion on the conqueririg Il!ongols ; 
that they have for centuries.Leen able so to keep up thcir religious authority over 
the Slongols as to n~:~l<e  successive Chinese E~~ ipe ro r s  feel th? necessity ~f keep- 
ing on good terms wirh the Dalai Tans ; and that the:! have bcen able to  keep 
themsel\.(:s togetl~c-r 111  a compacr ni).tion. :letinq in zn!alteri!~g obedience t r ~  tht: 
Ijalai I.al\t;i, is sullic:;er~t to  slio\v that tliey h:~ve no rnlt;ln i~~tel ler tu;~l  caparirv 
'l hey pos:-,es:;, loo, ;? vast l i l e r ; ~ t ~ ~ r ~ ' ,  and [or nial\!: ;;el~c.:;itions have prat:l;;r.l:! 
the art  of prinli~iy, tllougll unfortu~lrttely, ;~c.co:.dir;g 10 I'urner-, t1il.i; 11-: !;as 
hci:n i ~ ~ l ~ i ~ . c d  i l l  iis us,: by the poi~crful ir~l:ur,?i:c 1 . 9 1  super5:itinn 2nd ijak bcei! . . 
ap;iropri;.i~ed pri~lcipally io 'sacred works. i hc recorci.ctl c~.~~lb.c.r:.~!ic;i-~:; o f  
F . \ I ~ ~ J ~ I ( : ~ I I  travr:llers with Tibetans sl~orr that the !nt[er haw a full :I!f.:J:il.ire I): 

intel1igt:llce. 131;~ iour~ci :he Regenl at Lllasa an estreinei). able ; I ! I ~  i~i!ejli~l:~l: 
man,  and anxious 10 be inforrned about toreign afiairs and Enropepr~ c~?!turc. 
S ;~ ra t  Ch:~nc~ra D.1:; ;iircs r!la:iy il1st;inccs o f  !he c;~.pac.itv o! t h e  :bj,~.~is:e: ;:t . . 
l ,  l l I . I l i I i ~ : ~ ~ :  r i s ,  l ;  asti.t:lc,sv..; .+.l 

and plio~ogri~plly ; and ~vl lo  s~udied  l<rtg!isIi h1i111 t i l l :  l~:l.b~!! slid :r!~eresre~i 
hilil.;ell su1.h I,QI:I!<~ AS (;a~j!-~t'>: J'!>.:Y~I.~." Dci;;-r c;t.:rks !?f so!,-,< La8,!,..- njlod 

3'.  'Yhcse are the dlicf cha:-acteristics of  thc: T i b ~ i a i i s  ; but i t  will perhaps 
serve to fix ttt~tyn i t?  mird if I rcpcat the accounts wi~icl~ those tra\reile~.s 1 ~ h 3  
have Iiveti among thun  give of the Icading men ~ l ~ o l l l  they !lici. Eogll;, alter 
stating how n ~ u c h  better bred and WO:-r, affabie the  Tibetans arc thd11 their 
;outhcrn neighboLir5, and \-:it11 what greater attent1011 they treat their. womeii, 
thus describes the Tashi 1-aina of Shigatse : " The expression of his coun- 
te~!ance," he says, " is srniling and good-hl~moured ...... His disposition open, 
candid 2nd geliel.ous. i l e  is extrem;:!y niersy and entertaining i:! conversation. 
i er!deavc,urecl t o  f i l l c l  out, in ]:is character! those dzfects rv!lich are inseparable 
fro111 huin~niry, bl:i Ilt: is so u~:iv~;rs:~llp !?eloved that 1 had no success, iir,r: not 
2. \\!an coulcl t111d ii In his hzc t  to speak ill oi hi~n." 01 tile C;eneral tl Shiyatse, 
Rogle records t h a t  l ~ e  \ l . - -  ,,,- " a very ch:ter!ul, pleasant man " and iond of chess. 
Speaking of  the Regenl cji  the Tl'ashi L a ~ c ~ a  of his tirnz, Turner says that :' there 
was a s\veetuess ot c:ipression in  his ccuntenance lvhich was 1.1ighly preposses- 
sing. His hnguage was plain and unaffected ...... and delivered with i t:at mild, 
ul~assu~ning nan!!er ~ ! i i c b  s~inng!y cl~aracterises Tibetans oi ~ot ,d  education." 

-? 
" In the discus6cn of g,eographical topii:',," adds T ~ ~ r n e r ,  " his I . I ~ I I I ~  t.ook a very 
exte~lsive range and scarcely left any quarter o l  the giotlz un!ou;!led." To a high 



' oficial who was placed in attendance on hirn Turner becan~c dccply attnrticd, 
and he \\.rites: " 1 felt on I~is  dep'irture the loss uf all L4gre~ahl'* c.t,r?~pz~~i,rl and 
311 ~i.~t.lul I P S L : U C ~ O ~ ,  and we really parted, I helievc, \v;th ~nutuiil ~ e I u c t : i ~ l ~ .  ." 

MATERIAL CONDITION OF T H E  PEC)PI,IT. 

32 .  In  considering trade relations with 'Tibet sorne kno\vledge is required of 
the style in which the people live and of their material condition generally. The 
conlmcl~l people of course live in rough houses and dress simply. But their h3uses 
arc perhaps better than the houses 'of lnost !-lin~alayan hill prople, ancl theil- (]ress 
is of cnarse borne-made cloth and i n  the winter af sheep-sli~ns. Their housclloltl 
furniture consists of notlring more than all occasionai s~r;all l c m  ~aljltt ; and t t le i r  
cooking utensils are orily u f  potter);. r h e  agriroltural ;niplemtnts used a le  \rood(?n 
plcughs will1 iron tips, sickles, iron-tipped hoes, axes, 211d I;niufs for sI?clnri~lg 
sheep. The uppkr classes dress in brc~adclc~th and silks, and t h e  higllesr clnr,ses r,t 
all iive in a style of some rnagr!ificerice, :An idea of whicli :\lay hr: Ior111ed frlin; 

.I descripi i~n I'urncr gives of a ~rocession he \vItness[~d rear 5hlg;1t.;e. *I'!I~; 
Regent : '  rade attzndcd by tnlc ni t h r e e  hundrrd hol-s~~rneri,  a r ~ d  '.c Iii:nscjf ir ;is 
~ ~ i r o ! i n d ~ . j  Ljr a select pai-ty principally consictir:g ol c;llcr:s of Y t s ~ c .  H e  was 
dressed in a ye!iow satiri robe, lir.!e:l wi:h sallle f1.r. :l +:~-riet-t:~Io~~~ed .~I ix~ ,vI  

~nsnrle  ... ...... wss passed ~QIJI-IJ the body ...... 'l'hc- libc~e he rotlc: \vas dc.c,c,rnt- 
*,. 

P C ~  v.ltli large crimson tiss?ls and other -splendid trap]-~i~lgs. I he sclcct a ~ t c ~ i d -  
~ ~ t s  :\.ere equippc:d uesr-ly after the same manner ...... ... t h e  nrure I l l ~ ~ l i L l ~  ~-.i~iks 
w e r e  clad ior the  most part in cloth. ... There \ira.i nolrz in 1:Ile cava!cade, as far 
a.; I ccult! perceive, ~vho bore any Icincl of arm, "-a sig~riiicant les~irnony to tile 
i )~ :~ce luI  character of  the people. 

33. The  L~!ildings of Tibet, the monasteries and forts, are more re]-narltable 
tor t h e ~ r  solidity and strength than for their beauty. And the size of the 'Tibetan 
m~nas ier ies  is sometimes immense, several containing froin 3,000 to ~ o , o o o  monlcs. 

B The larger monasteries are, in fact, as  Waddell remarks, " like small towns, with 
long streets of cells, two or three st9ries high and usually surroundiilg small court- 
yards." Manning speaks of the magnificent effect produced by the " lolry towering 
palace " at Lhasa, which iorms, he says, " a majestic mountain of a building " ; 
and Huc says " it merits in every respect the celebrity which it enjoys throughout 
the \v~~.ld." " T h e  palace," he continues, " is an aggregation of several temples 
of various size and decoration ; that which occrlpies the centre bring four stories 
high and overloolting all the rest : it termi~iates in a dome entirely covered with 
plates of gold, ancl surroundecl by a peristyle, the co lu~n~ l s  of which are in lilte 
Inanriel- all covered wilh gold.'' 

q 4 .  The  amount of gold, ir~deed, which they use, a s  \\,ell as: the great size 
oF ih i se  ~eonns t e r i e~ ,  is good il-rdication of the \ ~ e a l t l ~  of the coun!rp. Turner 
had r !~e  g:)od fortune to be able to ?;sit the toinb of the l'ashi L;lrr:a at bh iga~se ,  
who had died in Pcltir~g, and Iiis account of it sl:n\vs thc-: i ~ n ~ n e n s r  \\-c.al\h stored 
up there. A t  the errtrance he founc! some " giganiic figures " ' '  \ - t ry  rii-lily 
g$it." Beyond this were " trrc ponderous doors ... . ..rn:bossed a.it1r huge 
gilded krlobs " l~is ide the building was " a ~ r ~ o s t  beautir'ul py -a rn~d , "  at the hase 

Fvllich the body of the Lama was deposited " i?, a ~(J f i f i  01 pur r  g ~ l d , "  pre- 
sented b;; the Emperor of China. The late Lama ivas r1:presenrt:d iu aii e l fgv  
of gold lihlch crowned the p\.rsn:id. Round the borders 1-,f ;I c311cpy vi l l i~h 
enclosed figure \yere suspended all tlie various roszries used hlr the 
Lama, and cons~sting of the richest gems--pearls, emeralcls, rubies, sapphires, 
coral, amber, etc. T h e  sides of the pyramid were encased in plal.tj oi solid silver, 
and on eaci) step oi the pyramid \\:ere arranged all sorts ol rari~.ies which had been 
presented a s  offerings to the Lama, among which were costly snuff-boxes and 
valuable trinkets, choice specimens of china, inassra of lapis !azuli, vases of 
silver, etc. On the right side cjf the pyramid was a life sizc statue oi the Larna, 
made of solid silver gilt. Suspended from the ceiling were the most beautiful and 
costly silks and satins. And close by the pyranlid mere two piec= of black 
velvet embroidered all over wit h pearls. 
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2s. A cotilltry which can raise a mauso!eum r;f thi5 description must be 
we,,~ltlig. N~it  unfortu!!;ttcly, as Huc says, " the  gold arid sllver coliected by the 
people [S  ;~l.sorbt:tl bv the g e a t  cllen, and cslieci:llly by the Lauiaseries, those 
tmr:lcnr.t.: r::se:~v~~irs, inio whirh Aow, hy n t l -~o~ts~.nd c'na~~licls, all t l ~ r  wealth oI 
these. qrast rc~i t lns .  .. !VJ nrtrv Izcing thus :~cc:un~ulntecl In ilic roffei.s c'f ;-1.i:.- ;ilcged 
cI..:st;,:i, 2nd Oi l  the :.'tl~?r ; I R I : ~  [he I I C C ~ S S ; L ~ . ~ C S  I i i ~  bi'irl;! ot:l): p~.(?'.t~r:l!.,iC: at a 
vi.i.>* I1i::h p~'"ci: ... ....-. ;I ;;reat proponiui~ of tile pupulatio~i I S  c ~ n s t . ~ n t l y  l~lurtged 
In !l): 111ost frightful destitutiol.~." 

36. Tliese peopie are organised into I Y ~ I X ~  we cannut but ackilo.:;Iedge is a 
sol~tl n:tion. " Among  then^," says Turlier, " all is svstern and order. 'Ilje :aind 
rcaJily cbeys the superiority it has been acl:ustorncil to ncknnv:lcdge. A sovereig!i 
Lal.nii, immaculate, inimortal, o~nnipresent, omiiiscient, is l.)lacecl a t  the sulnmlt 
of the fabric. He is esteemed the vicegerent of the only God, the :!lcdiator 
betjrl-i.cn morials and the Suprene.  Tllel; view hiin oniy in the 1110si: amiable 
l i c ~ l i t ,  as  ~ierpetually absorbed in religious du:y ......... Yc is also thc centre oi all h. 
civil ,qclvt:rnmcnt, ~vhicli derives Irom his aurhority all i ts  influcr~ce allcl power. 
,II: the same time that h,: is the soul -xIiich aninlatrs tbt: whole sys~eni ,  ;l regular 
gratlxii~n, f ron~ tbc most venerated Laina, th:ough !he ~q:lloie order of (;jlr.*:igs 
to the youngest novitiate is observed with rigid severily." The present Daiai 
I..ama is sorne tv:er~ty-nine years of age. I-Je is said to te  uf firm a11d 12ncrgetic 
character, and appears t o  have really asserted himself in his posit~on. 

37. Yet i n  certain rnat.ters and tsyecially in esternal affairs t.Irzt-e is an  
ac~thc.~rir!; suprenie over him. .!'his is a kind of Nationcli Assembly or Council, 
the ir11porta1:i;e of which drlcs r ? c t  appeii: to  h;--v~: l w r ~  ;,revi"uslj. it now:^, but  of 
wl)ich WC hnvct just lienrd thrcjugh tllf, i ~?ve~~~g ; ! t i o~ r  oi Ca11t:lin O'C~r-!il<>i. 
When io i~~or tan t  rnatters such a s  the a d ~ n i s s ~ o n  of fol.eien.ii-s to Tibr,~ 'or the 

a-. 

conclrision of a cuinmercial treaty, come up lor consil!ernrion, they caniiot be 
disposed of even by the Dalai Lama ; they have to be brought beforc an assern'o- 
ly cl~iefly composed of monks from the great monasteries. in a n d  around Lhasa, 
hut to which lay uficials are also admittcd. Thus the Deputy Climn~issioner of 
L'nrjiling in h i i  frontier reports rnentioricd that when JJorjiefl's proposals to the 
'l'ibktan: to place thenisrlves under Flussian pro!cc.tion carne up for (:onside!-ation, 
tlic r);liai I.arn.7, on the advice of his Ex~tci~ti:'e Co~l~:cil ,  ref(:,r~.c.~l t i le  ~n;:lter 
to tllis Assemhlg,, l ' h e  prep~ndzratii:,~ i~~f luence  i ~ r  this A s s ~ m t i l y  is Ilenvily 
monastic and in i t  Shigatse is verv in~pcriectly rrpresentccl. 'l'he silprcrne afiairs 

. of 'fibet, a r ~ d  among them the control of our con-ling negotiations, are then in 
the I:a~rds of the rr~onlrs, and of all the mnnks of 'l'ibet in tljc Iiands of the Lhasa. 
monks w\-iio are the n;cst bigoted, ignc~rant and scclusive 

38. The  monks of Tibet. in ~ v l ~ o s e  hands then really lies the sovereign pourer 
form a c-onsiderable proportion of the popuiation and they live i n  enorinous nlonas- 
tcries cE,;rfly round Lhasa. '1 he number in the:c monasteries in some cases 
amour\:; to  seven or eight thou~aild ; and smallcr ones are scattered all i l x r  the 
country eveit in the n-ilclcst parts. The 'Tibetans rrre, i n  f?.ct, ;.S Turner remarks, 
di\.icizd into two distinct: arid srtparare classes, t1i:)se ~ v h o  carry on t h c  busit~ess 
oi' :hc moilr!. 311d those who hold i~itcrcourse w1.h bia;!e11. N o  i~l!c:le~.ence o [  ~ l l i :  

la:ty e ~ e r i  intc:rrupted the regulated d u t y  of  he clergy : thc latter, by r,!~ir.u;i.l 

cc-?~:tr>ct, take charze of all their spirisua.1 conct:rns; and tlie forllier by their 
iab~iurs dnrich and populate the State. 

33. in~~nc:diately ~ : n d e i  the Dalk~i I,ali~a is-a sort of E:<er:utive. Council' ccn- . . 
slsi.lng usu;illy cf four members called I<a-ldn or S l~apes  who are lajnlen, and 
511ir ~CIII-IJCS o i  a fifr 11 member 1~119 woulcl bc an ecclesiastic. These rnemlers are 
elected for liie, arid sit daily in t l ~ c  Cou:cil !douse a t  Lhasa For the ~~:arlsaction 
of poiitical, judicial and adniinistrative business. At present there are four 
lav ~i?eml?ers an,d one ecclesiastical meinber of this Council. Working under these 
nii:mters . ~ f  Council are three or io~;r :;ecretarics, all ecclesiastics, n.'no wield 
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Ir ! ,~eae 'inHuencc and one 01 ~ h o m  is a t  pres :nt at K hamba long representing the 
'J).bctan G ~ ~ v e r n s ~ e n t .  T h e  distr~ct ofticers by shorn the country is directly 
administered are divided into two classes-lay and ecclesiasrical--and i t  is  a ru!e 
that R mank and a layman should be associated together in every post. 

do. The revenue, which Sarat Chandrs [)as states is estirnatrd at lakhs of 
rupee,, the bull< of trhich goes into the monasteries, is der~ved principally from 
d land-tax anrl a family-tax ; and is collected by the district official called the 
Jong-pen. Tht: maxlmurn State demand on agricul tur~l  produce is two-f~fths of 
the crop. 

r r , r ,  T h e  military forces of the State  number 6,000, and are under the orders 
of six Generals. In  time ol war every lay male is liable to be called upon for 
military service: and the monks also join in. 

an. T h e  totai population of the State  has been estimated at from four to 
six ~nil!ions. 

ATTITUDE T O W A R D S  FOREIGNERS.  

43. There is no need to  emphasise the fact that the Tilxtans are obstinate- 
ly, and to all appeaiances ineradicably, hostile to foreign intercourse. ?'lie Chinese 
Resident et Lhasa, even in a n  official letter to the Viceroy, writes: ': U p  to ti l l:  
preserlt iime the Tibetans have refused to hold friendly intercourse :vith foreigners, 
and ha\.e even refused all communications from that souri:e." " Tlle local 
ohcials came and entreatzd me  to stop, informing nre that they \vould 2.li be 
executed if they allowed 11s to  pass," writes Littiedale; ancl every other 
European traveller in Tibct has had much the sanle experie~~ce.  

44. Sarat Chazldra Das says that the jealousy of the Tilletans is silpposed 
to date h-on1 I 73 i - 9 2 ,  when English soldiers were believed to have taken part 
in the war whicll iollcwed the i~icursion of the Gurkhas into Tibet. This belief 
may have in!:ensified the feeling, but it did not originate it, for Bogle in I 774 
and Turner in I 783 found it prevailing even then. Bogle, though well received by 
the Tashi Lama of Shigatse, was refused perlnission by the Regent of Lhasa to g o  
there. T h e  Tashi Lama showed Bogle a letter from the Regent in which the latter 
szid : "The Feringhees are fond of war; and, alter insinuating themselves into a coun- 
try, raise disturbances and make themselves master of it." Even the friendly Tashi, 
Lama admitted to Bogle chat he had a t  first been afraid tu admit him to Tibet 
a s  he had heard so tnuch of the power of the Feringhees; that the Company was 
like a great king, fond of war and conquest ; and a s  his business and that of his 
people was to  pray to God; he was afraid to admit any Feringhees to  his country. 
And a t  his parting in~erview with the  Tashi Lama the latter said : " The Reger.t 
and the Ambans are excessively jealous of foreigners coming into the country. I 
wish the Goverilor ~vould not a t  present send an Englishman. Yoii know ~r l i a t  
difficulties 1 had about your coming into the country, how 1 had to struggle with 
the jealousy of the Kegeat and people a t  Lhasa. Even now they are uneasy a t  
my having kept you so long. I would wish therefore ihat  the Governor would 
rather send a Hilldu." Seeing this tc; be the attitude of the 'l'ibetans, Eagle 
reported that the admission of Europearis was " a thing simply irnposs;ble." 

45. Turner, nine years afterwards, was civilly and v .~ l -~n ly  received by the 
Regent of the Tashi Lama who hail succeeded the Tashi Lama of Ecgle'r; time : 
but l ~ ~ t  9 3 ~ s  that the Regent, in receiving him ;[:to t h e  councry, acted rather as- 
corilir~g t.. llis private sentiments than in accordance a i th  the  nrishrs ol the 
Governinent a t  Lhasa. H e  said th2t " ; strong jealousy of al! i~:rercours: with 
the inhabitants of Hindastan prevails universally amongst the natives cn its nor- 
thel-r~ borders." Good evidence of this is contained in a letter which the Gurltha 
t.'zja wrote to the Lhasa Regent about this time advising him " to have no 
connection with the Feringhees, and not to  adinit thcm into his country, but to  
follow the ancient custom, which he was resolved liltewise to do.!' 

4% The  Regeilt a.t Lhasa did not, ho~r-ever, require incite~nerlt of this kind. 
" He ivas," says Turner, " remarkable for the turbulence and activity of his 
disposition, and his violent enmity to &l1 intercourse with the English." His suc- 
cessor had the same prejudices, and studying the disposition of the people .. ; S  *g-h . . t 
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tc establish hiriiself it1 office by a conformity to their opinicn. Turner was 
therefore unable to visit Lhdsa. 

47.  Manning did, irideed, succeed in gektirrg there, chiefly because he 
could speak Cbinese, arid beinga doctor was able to do services for the Chinese. 
The  French priests I-luc and Gabet also were successful in  reaching Lhasa. Rut 
all three of t ~ ~ e s e  travellers were soon removed, and I-luc writes ; " Tlie Tibetans, 
why, we know not, have taken it into their heads that the Eriulisi~ are an 
encroaching people who are not to be trusted .IJ He adds, however,b1 that it is 
probable the English would not be excluded more than any other people, had 
not their invasive n~arch through Hindustan inspired the Dalai Lama with a 
natural terror." 

48. Fear then is probably a! the root of their motives o l  hostility to 
foreigners, and their fear of the admission of natives of India alnlost as much a s  
of Eul,opcans was probably due for~i-rerly to their dread of a Mohamedan invasion, 
anrl now to their connecting natives of India with ourselves. Arid what the Tibetans 
fear if their ccuntry ever did coine under foreign control is, says Sarat Chandra 
Das,  the extinction of Buddhism. A dread of this, he says, is " the feeling which 
prevails in the dor-ninant,class, the clergy." T h e   monk^, who are the real ~ u l e r s  
of the countr\i, kliow that with the influx of foreigners, and especially 01 Euro- 
peans, their iif uence would inevitably decline ; so  they natu18-illy exert all that 
influcnce to keep foreigners arid especially Europeans a t  n distance. 

Q. And in this ~ o l i c y  they were in the past enco!~raged b y  their. suzerains 
the Chinese. When Turner expressed a wizh t o  take part in ):ertain irrl~icrtar~t 
cerer\~nnies, the Regent of Shigatse, though otherwise very friendly, polite!y 
refusfti permission on the ground that " the  Chinese, whose jealousy of strangers 
is too well Itnown, might take offence." Allrl this unfriendly attitude ~f the 
Chinese was greatly strengthened after the Nepal war of 1 7 9 2 ,  wlrhen the: 
Chinese, believed that we assisted the Gurkhas against them. Consequently 
when the Chirrese a.rmy established it-celf in Tibet, they " prohibited the  approach 
of strangers, even of natives of Bengal and Hindustan." And it was under. 
orders from Peking that both Manning anrl Huc and Gabet were cxpelled from 
Lhasa. Manning wrote that the Manchu Mandarins detested Europeans, and he 
tells how one Mandarin said to him : These Europeans are very formidable; 
now one man has come to spy the. country,' he will inform others. Numbers 
will come, and a t  last they will be for taking the country from u s J J  

50. T h e  Chinese have, however, of late somewhat modified their former 
attituhe. In 1856 they gave a passport to Mr. Macaulay tc conduct a mission 
to  Lhasa. They have frequently given passports t o  Russian scieiltific ex- 
peditions to travel in Tibet. They employ an Englishman in their service at . . Yaturlg : and a s  far a s  they can, consistently with their vanishing p~qst~ge In 
Tibet, they have done their best to  observe the trade convention they made with 
us. They certainly do not encourage intercourse hetween outside countries 
and Tibet. On the other hand, I have not seen signs of their actively thivarti~lg 
it as they used to  in former days. 

5 I -  And unyieldingly hostile to al: foreign intercourse as  in the attitude of those 
nho  guide i!;e destirlies of Tibet, it must not be supposecl t h a t  this represents t h e  
opinion of the mass of the people. " I ?  is palpable that !he commoti people bear 
.;trangers no ill-wili," writes Littledale " and that all the trouble springs frmi: Lhasa." 
This is a:so the opinion of Mr. White who has lived on this frontier for 5 0  many 
years. Arrd it is certain!y our experience since we have been ;? Khai-rlba ]ong. 
The  ordinary people have. none of that fanatical hatred of us as KaFi1.s which the 
Patlian tribes have. On the contrary whenever we have a chailcz of nweting 
them they show themselves genial and even jovial. They &re helc! so tightly under 
control by the Lamas that they dare not disobey them. But they are by nature 
tolerant, good-named and ; so whenever they are at liberty to show 
their true disposition, their attitude towards us is entirely friendly, and traders 
especially would welcome facilities of intercourse. This 1s not worih very much, 
but it is.worth recording as  some littie Counterpoise to  the inveterate ilostiliry 
of the dominant Lamas. 
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RELATIONS O F  TIBET WI'TII CHINA. 

5" Frorn Captain O'Connor's summary of the .history of Tibet it seems 
that as far back as  the seliznt h century the Chinese penetrated to 1-hasa after 
having been attacked hy the Tibetans anii from that tiliie to this they have 
exercised a f l i~ctuat i~~g intlileilce, sometimes all-pov,rerf:~l, sometilr~,;~ hardly per- 
ceptible, in the affairs of 'Tibet. 111 I 206 'Tibet was concluered by ~ h t .  -great 
Jengl!iz Khan, and about the middle of t,he 13th century the Chi~lest: l'rrlperor 
Kubi!ai l i l~an ,  s descecdant u i  Jenghiz Khan, e~llbraced 1,ama;snl his failh 
and accivelv promoted the Lainaistic doctrines in China and Mongolia. I-le Illay 
also be said to have founded the hierarchical system i l l  Tibet by creating t11e 
Lama of the Sar-kya monastery a pope. While, then, the  Mongols a~:d Chinese 
appear to have mastered the Tibetans by force of arms, the latter ~Hected a 
spiritual conquest over their masters, and to the present day the stale of things 

. thus inaugurated continues. The physical mastery remains in the hands of the 
Chinese. The spiritual influence, especially over the Mongols, rests wi~h the 
Tibetans. This is an imporbant political point which we shall have to keep con- 
stantly in mind and it will be referred to again later on. 

53. In the fifteenth century an incarnation of the great reformer Tsong- 
Kapa (u~ho founded the yellos cap school and whose successor was installed as 
the first Grand Lama at 'Tashi Lumpo near Shigatse) was given the title of 
Dalai Lama by a Mongolian ruler ; and in 1640 a Mongol prince invaded Tibet 
and having dethroned all the petty princes of the country made the Dalai Lama 
supreme. This Dalai Lama establ~shed himself at  Lhasa, built there the huge 
palace of Potala, and was the first of the Priest-Kings who have combined in 
their own pr:rsol:s temporal as well as religious authoriiy. In the year 1650 Ile 

visited China and was confirmed by the Emperm (a Manctiu! in his title of 
Dalai Lama, a clear evidence of the intrrdppendence of the Tibetans acd the 
Chineseand Mongolians upor? one another: the 'Tibetans depending upon the 
Chinese and Mongols for temporal suppwt : the latter depending upor1 the  
Tibetans in spiriluzl matters. 

54. Towards the c l x e  of the I 7 t h  century internal troubles induced the 
Chinese Emperor Khang-hi to send. a.n army to Lhasa. Ch~nese troops subdued 
all Central and Eastern Tibet and in r 703 withdrew again. In I 7 r 7 an army 
of Zungarians made a marvell.~us inarch from I<hotan to Lliasa, but the Chinese 
Emperor Khanphi drove them out of Tibet again, and restored the Dalai 
I,arna, a t  the Fame time securing Chinese influence at  Lhasa by the establish 
nent there of two Ambans as his representatives, supported by an adequare 
orce. 

G.  In I 719 the Chinese Ambans at Lhasa put the Regent to death and 
in the tumult which followed the Chinese were massacred by the ~ o ~ u l a c e ,  
whereupon an army was sent from China which restored order and put the 
Regents from that time for some years onward coniplerely under the influencz 
of the Arnbans. 

56. 'The Gurkhas in 1 7 9 2  invaded Tibet and sacked the great monastery of 
Tashi Lumpo near Shigatse. The Tibetans appealed to the Chinese for help. 
An army \vas sent from China ; the Gurkhas were defeated ; and were made to 
disgorge their plunder. 

57, Yet another invasion of Tibet occurred in 1841 when the Dogras 
established themselves in Western Tibet. Once 2.gain the Tibetans applied to 
the Chinese for assistance; and once again they were delivered from their 
enemies by a Chinese army, which advanced even as far as Leh, though they 
were "nable to establish themselves there, and succeeded only in re-establish- 
ing the former boundary. 

58. In the Gurkha mar of 1854 the Tibetans seem to have held their own 
fz i r ly  well without the aid of the Chinese; and lavored by the internal dissen- 
sions of the Gurkhas, to rnai: tain their frontier and to conclude a peace on the 
condition that they paid Rs. 10,ooo annually to Kepal and permitted the 
xepalese to establish an agency and trading station at  Lhasa. But when they 
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without any provocalion invaded Sikkim in 1886 and attacked British troops, 
it was only duc to Chinese diplomatic intervention on their behalf that severe 
punish~nent by the British Government, and probably the occupation of the 
Churnbi valley, was averted. 

j y  From this short account of the relations which have existcd between 
Tibet and China for the last twelve centuries it is evident that the Tibetans, 
or, a t  any rate, the ~nonks,  owe much to the Chinese. -1 hey hzve been saved by 
the (=hinese from internal dissensions : they have been protected from invasion 
from abroad. Why have the Chinese been so  nlagnanin~oiis when all they 
appear to get in return is a yearly tribute rnission and a shadowy suzerainty over 
the country ? The  best ansxer to this question is, I think, tile !ollo~ving ohs~:rvaiiori 
by the 1Zbb6 H ~ c  ;vho was well-acquainted with C!~i l~a  and Pvlongoliz 2s #ell 
a s  'Tibet. l i e  says :  " Thc l'arar-hlanchu dyr i~s ly  saw frorn the conln:P~lcsncenc 
of their clevatiorl the great iniportance of conciliating the Iriendship of t1-1.2 L7:liai 
Lanla, whosr influence is 211-powerful o?er the R'lcngcl Lribes ; corlsequet~tljl riiej, 
have never fail(-d tc, reta:n a t  the court of Lhasa t ri-c grand mandarins .., .. .Th+: 
ostensible mission of these individuals is to present, tinder certain 6xed circunl- 
stances, the homage of the Chinese Eniperor to the Dalai Larna, and to !end 
him tlie aid of Chir~a in any dilhculties he may have ;:.ith his neigtlbours. Such, 
to all appearance, is the purport of this permanent embassy ; hut, in reality, they 
arc only in attendance to Ratter the religious belief of the Monga!s and  to bind 
tllern to  the reigning dy!last~ by making them believe that. the Government of 
Peking has great veneration'for the divinity of the Budha-1.a. Anotiser actvan- 
tage oi the embassy is, that the two Kin-Tchais (Arnhans) can easily, a t  Lhasa, 
watch the movements of the p e o ~ l e  on the confi~ies of the Empire.'' 

60. This  appears to  me a very reasonable explanation of the attitude of 
the Chinese to the Tibetans : for there is ample evidence to show that the Dalai 
Lama at Lhasa and the Tashi Lama at Shigatse and the ecclesiastical authorities 
in general of Tibet have an enormous influence over the Mongols, who were a t  
one time a people grea:ly to  be feared. Coionel Browne, the M~litary Attach6 
a t  Peking, says that to this day they are intensely attached to Lamaism. And 
I luc  savs they are essentially a religious people: with them the future life is 
everything, the things of this world nothing. They regard themselves 2s icr- 
eigners travelling through lile; and this feeling, deep and universal, develops i t~e l f  
in the practical form of incessant jourrlrys and pilgrimages ; and the places of 
all others to which they most desire to direct their way are Lhasa and Shigatse. 
Here only among the Lamas of the West is to  be found the true doctrine. 
" Thc nearer you approach the West," say  thc hlongols, "the purer and more  
luminous will the doctrine manifest itself." And any Mongol Lanla who has 
,visicecl L l~asa  i s  reccivcd on h ~ s  return a s  a nlan to whom the ~ l~ys ter ies  of the past 
and of thr:  Jut  urc, have been revealed. Mfhen >re consider t h ~ s .  and consider tvo  [lie 
fact that acccrding t o  Huc there ic no Lamasery of zny importance in Mongolia 
thc Grand Lama or superior of wh~ch  is no: a man  Irom T ~ b e t ,  :;e can have some 
idea of the infl1.1el~ce which the monk-ru'lers of T h e t  must exercize over the  
Mor~gols. 

61. This was realised most thoroughly bg the greai Chinebe En~peror  
I<ha~ig-hi,  nho,  when he f o ~ u ~ d  all the Iihalka h'longols from the district, in  the. 
direction of Urga (the vcry part Tsom which Jengh~z  Khan arose and subdued 
China), arrayed against him to dlfend the dignity of the Grand Lama of Urga, 
he inimedlarely opened negot~ations wit]; the Daldi Lama a t  Lhasa and succeed- 
ed in inducing him to tise all his influence with the Lamas for the se-establish- 
ment of order. T h e  Chinese Emperor was further abl5 to  arrange that the 
Grand Lama of Urga (the Taranath Larna, a s  he is sametimes calied) aiter his 
successive deaths should always be bound to make his transmigration to  Tibet. 
Huc, from whom the above account is taken, adds that Khang-hi had good reason 
to  believe that a Tibetan by origin ~ l o u l d  espouse with reluctance the resent- 
ments 01 the Ichalka hlongols against the Court of Peking. His re-incarnation 
is now always found, accordirig to Waddell, in Central or Western Tibet. T h e  
present one was born in the Bazaar of Lhasa ;  and a Lama of the Depung 
Mcnastery acco~npanied him to ljrga a s  tutor. 



62. But while the Chinese Emperors liave always treated the Grand Lalnds 
of Tibet with the utmost respect-the Emperor coming out in person to meet the 
Tashi Lama of Shigatse on one occasion when he visited Peking.-and while the 
Tibetans have always looked upon the Emperor of China wil'h the most profound 
awe and reverence, they do not seem to have allowed the Chiuese much piactical 
control/;n their internal affairs. Theoretically the Alnban is supposed to have 
very comprehensive powers. According to an old Chinese book, " I Ie  is to 
consult with the Dalai Lama and the Tashi Lama on a footing of perfect equality 
ou all local question.; brought before him. All Members of Council and ecclesiris- 
tical officials must submit to his decision in all questions. He  must watch over 
t l ~ e  condition of the frontier defences, inspect the different garrisons, and direct 
Tibet's relation with peopl<e litirrg outside ~ l l e  border. Fle will fill the vacancies 
among the members of Council ant1 Treasurers in conjilnction with the Da!ai 
Lama. The Dalai Lama must do nothing wi~liout his sanction in retarion nsictr 
foreign nations. 'The relations of the Gurlihas wi!h 'i.ioi'~ a1.e under ~ 1 . l ~ :  sujxr- 
vision of the Amball. The C:ol:ncil rriay not hold dirO-,c:t i~iter-coriirnur~icat.ion 
with tribes outslrte the frontier. l e t ic rs  n~us l  he forw:-i~.dc:l ;u tile Ail~b;r~:, who . . ivi l l  acl- in coucert with the Dalal :.sm2." 

0:j. This i:. the theorrtical t?~sit!L,n uf the  C h i n ~ s ~  In 'riber. And in pl,lclict: 
the Chinese dt, really i1npre+;-, thcir sup2rio~ity upon the TiLetans. T u r n ~ r  
remarked how their " influelice overawed them then inall their proceedings and 
produced a timidity and caution in their conduct more suited to the character of 
subjects than allies." Manning, too, speaks of the imperiousness of the Chinese 
'lowaids the Tibetans and says : " The  Chinese lord it  here like the English in 
I I C  'The Tibetans stand btfore them." The Chinese have, in iact, al\+ays 
assumed the character of the superior race, and from the little I have seen' of 
the Chinese 2nd Tibetans here I should say they seem still to assume it, and the 
Tibetans to acknowledge it in  all matters ceremonial. 

64. Yet Turner remarked on " the jealousy with which they regarded any 
interference of the Chinese," and also that they were " averse to  own any .imme- 
diate dependence upon China." And of late years they have certainly overcome 
$ome of their timidity and shown themselves very much inclined to deiy the 
authorily oi the Chinese. M'hen Bower showed the T i h e t ~ n  ofticials, who tried 
to  stop him, his Chinese passport, and asked them what was the m e a n i ~ g  of the  
Amban's presence at Lhasa, if that was not to be read or come under di..cussion, 
they replied that " the Amban was allowed to  live at Lhasa as  a visible sign of 
the friendship existing between the two countries ; but that Tibet was in no way 
u ~ i i c r  Cl~Ina." And the Chinese oficial whom Bower rnec at Chiamdo in Eastern 
m. 

1  bet said he w2s most willing to do everything he could for Bower, " but tile 
Lanlas were a very turbulent set and he really had no pcj\$er a t  all." 

65. Tile inosl cogelit proofs, ho lse i  er, ~f the lilt!? innllcrlce the Chincce 
prartic.ally have oval the T~be tans  i, ho:lrn in itre martr. 4,t ~ h c  l ibetan invzsron 
ui S~lrkim, and the carrying auc of the Treaty nhlch n a >  subsec~urntly made. 
For neariy two years a f t e ~  the 'I'lbetaus had invaded Si!.kiin Il:e Government 
ct India waited in e r p e c t a t i ~ n  of the Chinese being able ro cause their 
withdrdwal. But Chinese influence proved quite unable to effect It, and British 
troops had to  drive the Tibetans out by force. Again, though the Chinese 
Amban dssured the British representatives !hat the formal assent of the Tibetans 
to the Treaty was quite unnecessary, and that  he would arrange a t  Lhasa 
that they should observe it, events have proved that the Chinese 11ai.r: had 
no power over the Tibetans in this matter. ~ f t e r  Chinese and British oficials 
together had set up boundary pillars, Tibetans have thrown them down : and 
Tibetan officials, to  Mr. White last year and to myself this year, have absolutely 
repudiated the Treaty, sing to be bound by it .  T h e  Chinese delegate here 
now is most anxious commence negotiations at Khamba Jong, but the 
Tibetan delegates assert that they will negotiate nowhere 
but a t  Gyagong, which they consider the boundary, but which is several miles 
within the boundary laid down by the Treaty signed by the Amban ; and he is 
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unable to lnalie then1 conform to his wishes. And all these matters are external 
matters in which presumably the Chinese, as the suzerairi Power, should have an 
cspecid Jcgree of control. 

6G. The truth seems to be that both the Chinese and the Tibe1a.n~ only 
niahe use of ear11 other when they havc ;~eed the one of the other. Wl~en the 
Mongols arc li1;i:ly tu be troublesome, the Chinese Emperor applies tcl the Dalai 
Lama to use his inflr~ence to keep the111 quiet. When Tibet 1s ifivaded, the Dalai 
Lama sceks aid from the Chinese Emperor. A t  the present time the dread of the 
great Mongol hordes, who six centuries ago overran all China, most of Asia and 
a large part of Europe, has alrnost diszppeared. The Southern Mongols are effete 
and worthless, and their country is being slo~vly absorbed, as 1 have myself seen, 
bv Chinese imriligrants ; and the Northern Mongols have practically been resigned 
by the Chinese to the control of Russia. The Chinese Emperor has therefor" 
very much less need than formerly of the good offices of the Ealai Larna. .4t 
the same time the Tibetans have become aware of the decaying power of China., 
They know that she is powerless to help them as she used to so readily in former 
days, so they see very little use in paying attention to her. 

67. Consequently  he Chinese riow are afraid to exert any pressure on the 
Tibetans In any matter which the Tibetans are likely to resent being put 
on them, and the young Dalai Lama, who, as it happens, is a man of s t~ength  
and independence of character, clearly shows he will accept no dictation from the 
Chinese The latter! indeed, seem half afraid that i f  (hey give the Tibetans any 
slight excuse, they w~ll drive them out of Tibet. The position is, then, one of 
great delicacy for the Chinese, who are thoroughly aware of their weakness and 
who are also thoroughly aware that certain high hlaiichu officials a t  Peking 
have been trylng to barter away Tibet tn the Russians in return for assist- 
ance nearer home. There is a t  the present tirne a report that the new Amtan 
will bring more Chinese troops with him, and the Viceroy of Szechuan ;in4 
others are lrnown to be anxious to revive Chlncse influence irr Tibet ; alrd 
if thcse troops arc brought and the new Amban is an able man, the Chrc~cs~: 
partially rccover their formcr prestige 2nd au~hority. But 11 is also possible, 
accnrding to my informant, that the Tibetans may oppose the admission c.f any 
more troops, and take this as an excuse for throwing c f f  the Chinese yolce 
altogether. 

68. Such are the presenl relations between China and Tibet. And in one 
respect only do the Tibetans adhere most obstinately to what they speak of as an 
old agreement wit11 the Chinese. I t  is thal already mentioned that they may not 
hold any direct inter-commiinication with tribes outside the frontier and that 
letters must be forwarded to the Aliiban. In this matter they art  most f a i t h f ~ ~ l  
to their agreement. They have refused to receive a letter from thz Viceroy to 
the Dalai Lama ; and the delegates here refused even to take a translation of a 
speech I rnade before tlieln and the Chinese delegate, and which with the latter's 
approval I handed to them. Finding this particular agreement with the Chinese 
exceedingly convenient, they adhere to it with the greatest fidelity. In this and in 
matters of ceremc~nial they respect the Chinese authority, but, as  far as  1 have 
been able to ascertain, in no other particulars. 

OUR PREVIOUS RELATIONS WITH TIBET. 
69. Before forecasting the measures which it will be necessary to take to put 

our trade relations with the Tibetans on a satisfactory footing, there. will be 
advantage in recapitulating our efforts in the past in that direction and seeking to 
profit from the experience we have so gained. 

70. As long ago as I 774, Waner; Hastings. taking advantage of a very 
dignified letter of nlediation on behalf of Eliutan from the Tashi Lama of Shigatse, 
sent a mission u d e r  Bogle to enter into friendly relations with the Tibetans and 
open up trade between nengal and Tibet. Bogle was remarkably successful in 
attaining the first object. He u-as exceedingly well received by the Tashi Lama 
at  Tashi Lumpo near Sliigatse, and accornn:oda:ed in his ov~n house. He had 



frequent conversbtions cln the most intimate terms with the Ls.lna, and used to 
spend much of his time with the Lama's nephews, " singing, smoking and drink- 
ing cl rn~tg,  and playing upon the flute and guitar." He also often visited their 
mother, who was "as  merry as  a cricket," and their two nun sisters, " who were 
as merry and as  good-humoured as their mother." He  grew very attached to 
the people of Tibet, and evidently they did to him, so much so that the Tashi 
Lama, who shortly after, at  the invitation of the Emperor, visited Peking, made a 
special request to the Emperor to allow Bogle to visit China. 

7 I. But though he was so well received at  Shigatse, he was absolutely 
refused permission to visit Lhasa ; he reported against sending any British agent 
or even British merchants to Tibet ; ana he does not appear to have made any 
definite agreement with the Tibetans regarding the admission of trade, though 
he obtained a promise of the hearty co-operation and support of the Tashi Lama, 
and induced the l3huta.n Durbar to permit trade to pass through their country. 

72. This, however, was a good foundation on which to start ; ar~d b'arren 
Hast~ngs followed up his first step hy sending a second niission under Turner 
i r r  r783, to congratulate the Regency fin the re-incrrrnation of the 'I'ashi 
Lama who had received Bogle so well, 2nd who had afterwards died in Peking. 
Tl~rner was also \\.ell received an t i  also gained tht: affections of the Tibetans, the 
Regent expressing to h in~ liis urtctlanged and steady f~fiendship. He was re. 
f1~set.i peri~:ission ro proceed to l.hasa, and reported how averse the Lhasa author- 
ities r,fel.c co t!iil: adniission of Europeans. i3ut  he succeeded in gaini~rg a very 
irnport21;L concezsiun froln the  R e p f i t  to the Tashi Lama, zriz., 3 promise " to 
gr2!1t i r e ~  admiscion into Tibei to all such merchants, ~iatirres of Ll~dia, as  sha.ll 
cmte re(-ornnwnder! by the Governor-General ; tc:~ llield tilc~rl etrery assistance re- 
q u l s ~ t e  for the transpcrt of their goods from the fro1;tiers oi E l~u t ;~n ;  and to ~s:iign 
~ h e ! n  a place of residence for vending their commodities, either i ~ i l h i ! ~  ~ i l r  tnonas- 
i e r j ,  or, shol~ld it be considered as Inore eligible, in the towri itsell.;' The town 
r.e!er red to was Shigatse. 

73. The Regent was as good as his word ; for i l l  1786 Turner, who had 
r,etunled to India, reported to Government that he had heard from a native source 
 hat many 11a:ives from Berigal had brought their commodities to Shigatse ; that 
iherc yere no complaints of irnpedimer~rs or loss ; and that the Regent showed the 
tlcsrtiest disposition to encourage comn~ercial intercourse. 

74. Our commercial relations with the Tibetans continued in a flourishing 
condition till I 7 9 2 ,  when the Gurkhas invaded Tibet and plundered Shigatse: the 
Tibetans had to seek aid from the Chinese : the Chinese drove out the Gurkhas, blit, 
thinking we had assisted them, established a post at  Phari and absolutely prohi- 
bited the approach of strangers, " even of natives of Bengal. " The door to Tihet 
was slammed in our face and has remained closed ever since. 

75,. Yet ciosed though it is, it would be a lnistakz to suppose that all our 
efforts since i 792 have availed nothing. Warren Hastings got the door just wirle 
enough open to push a few thin people through ; but his successors were not able 
to prevent its being closed upon theln. Our efforts since then have, however, 
put us in t!ie position of being p~rfectly able if we choose to force the door open ; a i d  
at  any rate to prever?l its ever being closed against our wishes once it has bern 
opened. The Chinese obstruction has beell hlmost entirt:ly re:lloved during the 
last century, and now counts far nothing. The railway has been brought up tn 
within haif a tlo;l.cn rnarches of the Tibetan hor.drr. At one point the interri~ediate 
barrier of independent trihts has been broken through and roads have been made 
up  to the v e ~ y  frontier of Tihet. The v;ho!e coun!ry has been explored by secre1 
~rative surveyors, and even Euroijeans have surreptitiously pushed their may in at 
the back doors, and brought back inforn~htion of the country wllich enables us to 
now lay our plans with exactitude. Finally, we have obtained the grzcious permis- 
sion of the Chinese on behalf of the Tibeians to place our goods on the doorstep 
of Tibet, to be exchanged there for 3ny which r.he Tibetans may condescend to 
be allowed'to Le brought out from the inside. 
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76. All this has been effected with very little direct intention ot ~ p e n i n g  the 
door to Tibet-a presage we may hope of what Inay be d o ~ l e  when that object is held 
definitely in view and persistently and ~ontinuously striven after. The  breaking down 
of Chinese obstruction was due to a century's action in China not on the  border of 
Tibet. T h e  construction of the railway to  Darjiling was carried out without regard 
t o  the  possibility of opening up trade with Tibet. Even the forcing of  our way 
through tlre barrier oi independent States a t  Sikkim was apparently done in the 
ordinary course of events without any direct intention of making a road to the Tibet 
border. But once the aggression of the Gurkhas on the one hand and the mis- 
conduct of the Sikkini Chief on the other had forced upon us intervention in Sikltim, 
we turned our position there to good account. We founded a health-giving hill 
station in a part we annexed from Sikkim. W e  built a railway to  it. And we 
constructed roads in the direction of Tibet. 

77. Then alte; a lapse of nearly a century we threw out our Erst teritative feelers 
to try orice more :o gain admission for our trade to Tibet. In 1S73 the Deputy 
Conln~ission~.r of Darjiling, hlr. (aftrrwards Sir John) Edgar wzs deputed t o  
" enquire into the c o ~ ~ d i t i o r ~  and prospects , j f  u a d e  with 'Tibet ancl the ad s.is;tbilit;: 
of making a road through Sikkirl~ to tl?erribelan froritier. " Me rnet the Chief r!f 
Siltkirn as well ns some Tibetar~ oficials from tl?e Chunibi valley and il~und that 
they wcre just as  seclusive as ever, and very jedous oi our arteirlpt to use !he 
Sikkim Gnvernn~znt an11 country in our efforts to open up trxdc with Tihet. I l e w a s  
also told that the Chinese Arfiban had n xned  the Sikliirn Chief that hc w;s bound 
to prevent Europeal~s iron1 crossing the irontirr, and that i f  he co~itinued t o  make 
roads for the English through Sikkim, "it woulti not be well mith him." A few years 
later Sir Ricl1ar.d Tempie made a road th~,ough Sikkim to the Tibetan !roncier a t  
the Jelap-La: and in 1385 was comn~encsd a rea!ly serious effori ro open up 
intercourse wilh Tibet. 

78. In that year Mr. Coln~an hlacaulay was deputed to visit Silciiilri arid 
the Tibetan frontier in order to enquire into certain rumours of the stoppn.ge of 
trade through Darjili~ig by 'Tibetan oRicials ; to ascertain wheiher a direcl road 
could be opened through the Lachen valley between Darjilirig and the province 
of Tsang, celebrated for the quality of its wool ; and, if possible, to communicate, 
through theTibetan official a t  the head of the valley, a friendly message from the 
Government of India to  the Minister a t  Tashi Lumpo. Mr. Macaulay succeeded 
in making friends mith the local Tibetao o(Ficia1s whom he met and in collecting in- 
formation regardin F* trade. 

In the followinp ear under instructions from Govern- 
ment he visited Pe a n g  and obtained from t ~ e h i n e r e  Government a passport for a 

. . mission to visit Tibet. In a Convention contracted at Cliefco in 1876 pro\/islon 
hsd bccn made for the protection of any mission \vhich rnight be sent to Tibet ; 
and under thiz a lelterwas written to  the Chinese Resident in Tibet !he 
Tsungli Ya!uen, ordering hini to afford proper protec!im to the proposed mrssi9;i : 
and to  irnpress upor! those iu autl~oritv that the mis;ion is sent to establish relatisiis 
of amity, and to promote commercial'intercour::e betweea India and Tibet, and to be 
tilt: I:n~iv-s 3f ~.:.:ssagf;of Isiar.ds6ip an? respect tc thr D a 1. LII : l -.;llna and the Pcnctic-n 
Irtiu~li (?'?.sll; ~Aamal.  &,Is. hIacaulay foxnc'i the ~ ~ i e ~ n b t i ? ~  ni tl:e ' r s ~ : ! l ~ l i  Yamen 

, . 
very :;verse :G g17ilng this passport, Tliejr stated t h a t  the l ie~ide!l t  in Titet  h;,d 
informed thein that wlie~l it was kno.:;n in 'ribet thai a passpljlc had bccrl give.n 
hg L I I C  Chinese tc  M r .  Carey, he ha1.l recei..!~d a l~c-titi.!~; signcd " hy all the r,iergy 
and laitv of all tne provinces " bc-ggii-lg him to  ord-.r his !vith.Jra.wa!. Tb!: niembers 
of rile $'sungii Yalnen also told Mr. b lac~ulay  that the Tibetans were especially 
determined ilot to adn1I1: missionarlcs. Thcy  made, however, no suggestion ol 
ar~y tlist,inction between European and Indian British subjects ill. regard to 
adrnissior~ to Tibet of traders iron1 India. 

70. Early in 1886 the rnission nr:ls orgallis~d by Rlr. Macaulay, and was 
ready to start 1541en, in deference to  Cl~rncse and Tibe:a,l suscey.:~l~iIities, and in 
order to facilitate the conclusion of the negoti l t ions regarding the Burrnese 
frontier, it uras countermanded. I t  uas stipulated, liowevcr, in thc Eurnla Conven- 
tion which was subsequently signed thal " with regard to the desire of the 
British Government t o  cons~der arrangements ior frontier trade between India and 
Tibet, it  will be the duty of the Chinese, Government, after careful enquiry 
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ieto the ciriumstances, to  adopt measures to extmrt and encourage the people 
with 3 view to the promotion and development of trade." 

So. This forbearance on the part of the Go\.ernment of India seems tc have 
beer] entirely rnisunderstr~nd by tile I ~ I O I I ~ S ~ ~ C  p r t p  in Tibet who cunsludd that 
a-e Lrvke up t h e  rl~ission because nre were afraid oi them. They assumed a higl l ly  

agg~.essive at~iiude,  and sent sime ruilitia in the autulnll of 1886 to occupy 
I,angtcl, a p!acts twelve a ~ i l ~ z  irrside the Siltkiln frontier, whsre they b,!ilt a stolrr 
fL ,rc  hlucliirlg the road. W e  expected that the Cl~inesc would b,: able to cause 
their withdrawai, but in this IVF: 11'r.re d isappoi~~ed ; tl~ough at: gave tl.lcnl up to 
hli~rch I h, I S88, t17 use their inhence w~tl-I the ?'~b*ia~\s,  they werc u~.lable 
to 1)r"cuul.e their removal f ron~  L.engtu. So 011 Mnrch aoth, a Eritish force 
of 1,403 men and two guns advanced upon the Tibetans, and on the follow- 
ing day drove them from Lengtu, the enemy offering no resistance, and retiring 
to Chumbi. On May 2 ~ s t ,  5,o~m of tl~eln attacked our camp at Gnatong but were 
repulsed. On September ngrd they again advanced from Churnbi, and in a single 
night they built a wall three miles long and from three to four feet high in a 

osition just above Gnatong. Genera! G r a h a ~ ~ ~  attacked this position on the 
following rnoroing, captured it without any difficulty and drove the enemy in 
confusion across the Jelap-La. On the following day the British advanced to 
Rinchir~gong and the d a y  after to  Cl~umbi, returning to Gnatong on the 27th. 
The :asses of the Tibetans were estimated at 200 killed, 400 wounded and 2oc 
prijooers. Thz British loss was one officer killed arld three men wounded. The 
enemy were estima~ed to number 1 r ,000. They were drawn from all parts of 
Tibet-from the neighbourhood of Ladak, Lahoul, as well as from the hardy 
races of South-Eastern 'Tibet. 

81. It \*fo~ld be supposed from the crushing defeat they received that the 
Tibetans would now acknowledge our superiority in arms. Such, l ~ o ~ \ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  is not 
tile case. Those who act~al ly  fought against us reallst: i~ ~vell enough, but 
they are onl) a small proportion of the population of Tibet and an unimportant 
portion. T l ~ e  abbots of the great monasteries of Lhasa were not present, and 
they are the men of importance in Tibetan politics. A Lama who visited 
Littledale said he had been on the frontier during rhe SiE:lcinl nlar and \"as q u i t e  
aware of the power of the Indian Government, but tha t  the other Laln;ls had 
lived all their lives at Lhasa and thought themselves a!l-powerful and had no 
notion how weak Tibet really c-as. And this we have fnund from enqciry herc 
a t  Khamba Jong to be really the case. The Lhasa officials do not acltnowlrdgz 
that they were beaten in their war with us. On the contrary, they say that if tile 
Chinese Amban had not prevented them sending down 7,000 invincible monks 
to fight us, n e  would certainly have teen swallowed up. This is an. important 
point to remember. The Tibetans do not fear our mil~tary strength, and what 
Turner said of them seems still to be true that " placing their sole reliance in 
the mediation oi thc sacred Lama, the immaculate vicegerent of the Supreme, 
they imagine he covers them w~th  the brozdest shield froin the encroachment of 
otbers." 

82. Another important point to bear in mind is that the Tibetans in attack- 
ing tlic Eritish positively disobeyed the Chinese authority. Mr. Paul, the 
Political Oficer with the British force, was rnrt at Rinch~ngong by the Chinese 
Commandant of Gyant-se who i~lforrned him that under crders of the Alnban he had 
proceeded post to Rinchingong which he reached on September 22nd, and 
" immediatelv told the Tibetan officials, Depons, Chipons and orhers, that they 
were not t i f i g h t  the English. T o  this they nominally agreed, but secretly 
determined on fighting a11 the same, and did so with disastrous results." 

83. At the conclusion of the mar, the Chinese Resident, after a good deal 
of delay, came to Sikkim to negotiate a settlement and was met by Sir Rlortimer 
Durand and Mr. Paul. In reporting the negotiations which followed Sir 
M. Durand says : 'l The Peking Government had apparently recognisecl the 
extreme forbearance which we had shown to the Tibetans and seemed to be 
grateful for our evident desire to treat with consideration the interests and feelings 
of China. Under the circumstances we bad some ground for expecting that the 
Resident would meet us in a conciliatory spirit and that we should find him ready 
to accept on behalf of the Tibetxns the terms which I was ir~structed to demand. 
Those terms cornprised the yecognition of the long established frontter between 



Sikkim and Tibet, the acknowledgment o f  our exclu~ivc supremacy with the 
Sikkim State ,  and an engagement on the part of the Tibetans that, for the future 
they would not interfere In its affairs. As a secondary object 1 was instr.~cted 
to  obtain, if possible, the concession of trade fac:ili:ies, but I was r ~ o t  to insist on 
this point. Colisiderirlg that the Tibetans had relused to roceive a mission which 
the Chinese Government had agreed to let 11s send ; that they had, furtl~er, 
invaded the territory of a British feudatory State  ; t h ~ t  they had been permitred 
t o  remain in occupation of that territory lor nearly two years, in the hope that 
the Chinese Government would induce them to withdraw; considering firlally that 
they had been completely defeated and driver1 across the fronticr and that there 
was nuthing whatever to prevent us from advavcing into their councry, i t  must be 
admi t~ed  that  tllese terms were moderate. We d ~ d  not ask for an;. c,:scion of 
land, or for the paylnent ot a war indem.r!itjr. We did rrot eve11 revive our cla.ini 
to  send a mission to Lhasa.. 411 that w e  required froni  the 'T'iber.ans was a 
recognition of our rights in Sikltim tvliich were recordeti in well-known T~.eo:ies, 
and a promise to abstain fro111 further aggressi;.)n." 

84. Neverthe!ess, Sir M .  Durand was urlablc ,to come to a srttlr:r2ent, t i le 
Resident. zssert ing Chinese claim to Sikkini and denying all knou,lcdge: oi OII: 

Treaties with it. It was not indeed until 1890 that a Conver.ltic11 was a! last 
signed by which the Chinese ackno~~~ lcdged  our claims in Sililtiin ; ttir i r~n t i e r  w2s 
defi~eci and provision made for the subsequent discussion of TraJe Regulatior,s. 

85. This Convention was made between the Viceroy and the Chi1i~:sc Resident., 
it beio, assumed throughout the negotiations that the lauer was acting on behalf 
of the 'T ihetans. And in view of the present repudiation of the convention by the 
Tibetans it will be well to quote Sir M.  Durand's words to show that we had some 
though perhaps not sufficietit reason for the asiumption. He says : " The Tibetans 
had apparently made up their minds to  accept the Residtnt as  their representative. 
None of their principal men accompanied him beyond the Cliumbi valley, nor did 
they show any willingness to enter into direct communication with u s "  In 
another report he says : " Far from being ready to negotiate and witness arl agree- 
ment between us and the Tibetans, the Amban's evident desire i s  to talte the: ma.tter 
entirely into his own hands and to prevent any direct dealings on our. part. I t  is 
tme that heengages to obtain the formal assent of the Lhasa Government to any 
agreement he may make, but he professes to treat this a s  a matter of little ilnpor- 
tance and he says that the Shafis or Tibetan councillors now in Chumbi are 
wholly incompetent to affix their signat.ures." 

86. Looked a t  in the light of subsequent erperience, it is clpar that we 
should not have assumed that the Chinese Resident could conclude an agreement 
with us which wotild be binding on the Tibetans. Indeed we had already a t  t h e  
time pret,ty conclusive evidence that the Chinese had no control over the Tibetans, 
and Sir M .  Durancl himseli repoi-ts that " Mr. Macal-tney and Mr. Ney Elias, ,rho 
had good oppor!unities of judging, were a t  this time of opinicjr! t h a t  ihe Residcnc 
was influenced by rctuai fear of the Tibetans." T!-!e rcettlenient rt.rivcd a.t has r!n:: 
proved satisfactory, and most peoplc will nonr, I thi~ll:, be of opinisn that. i~ n:ould 
have been best i f  Government had acted on a suggestion put for.ward, though 
somewhat tentatively by Sir M. Durand. He wrote, on Jarluari i st ,  I 589 : 
" No doubt the obvious course would be eo inform the Amban and Tibetans that 
our hands were now free and our patience exhausted, and that immediately after the 
melting of the snows we should cross the froi l t i~r  a.nd cotnpel the Governrtlent of 
Lhasa to listen to  reason ...... T h e  occupation of Phari would in all probability be 
suficient to bring the  Tibetans to  their senses. This is the opi11,ion of two very 
competent authorities, Sir Halliday Macartney and Raja Tenduk, who is the 
most trusted official on this frontier. Both agree that  unless we hold such 
a material guarantee we shall not bring the matter to a sat;sfactory conchsion." 
And both were singularly right. Sir M. Durand goes on to say that this con'- 
clusion of the affair would be most satisfactory ; that we should put an end once 
for all to our troubles with Tibet, and to our exclusion from the country, which 
would then be opened to our trade. W e  should entirely break the influence of 
the Tibetans, not only in Siltkim but also in Bhuta.n, and w e  should greatly raise 
our reputation in all the Himalayan States. 
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, - . 87. 'It  is a pity indeed that our reputai.on was not thus raised, for coming 
m a 9tra"ger here 1 find it at  a low ebh indeed ; and I doubt if there is a single 
man on t h ~ s  frol~tirr who does not in his heart of hearts think far more of the 
Chinese than Ile does of the British : and much that we ouzht by this time to 
have been able to do by the weight of our prestige will probably now have to be 
dolle by tht- force of our arms. 

$8 I n  the Convention of 1890 it had been agreed that questions of trade 
facilities, pasturage and official communication should be reserved for future 
dlscusslon I n  I 893 Regulations regarding these matters were agreed to by 
rcpre;ent;tives of the Ei~rish and Chinese Governments A trdde Inart was to 
be ~?penrcl a1 Yatung at the extreme end of the Chunibi valley. All British 
subjer!s !yere to be allouled to $0 there to trade and the 13rit1stl Govern:l~ent were 
to be frec ro send oficer$ to reslde at J';!tung to watcli the cond~tion of Hritish 
trade there. British subjects were to be allowed 10 rent houses there, to sell 
t l ~ r ~ r  goods to whomsoever they pleased; to purchase native commodities, and in 
general to conduct their business without any vexatious restrictions I t  was 
further agreed that goods (except Indian tea and certain prohibited articles) 
entering Tibet from lndia should be free of duty for five years, at the end of 
w11ic.h time the Legulations might be amended and extended as experience mi& 
prove to be desirable. 

8 9  Frorn the very first it was evident that the Tibetans had no intention 
of observing the convention. hlr. While, the Political Oiticer in Siklcim, ~vho  
visited Yatung in the  summer of r 694, rep~i ted  on June 9th that the Chumbi valley 
peoplc. combined CO keep the tradein their own hands ; that the Tibetans, though 
abid~ng by the letter of the convention, charged a duty of 10 per cent. on goods 
passing through Phari, only a niarch or two beyond Yatung ; that no 'l'ibetans 
were allowed to go beyond Phari in the direction of Yatung with their goods ; that 
the Chinese agreed that the treaty was not belng carried out in a proper spirit 
and no Tibetans were allowetl to come beyond Phari towards Darjiling ; that the 
Chinese confessed then~selves unable to mana,pe the Tibetans ; and lastly that, 
" from what he could gather, the Tibetans repudiate the l reat;; and assert that it 
was signed by the British Government and the Chinese, and therefore they had 
nothing to do with it." In a later report dated July z ~ s t  he says " there 
are persistent rumours, about which I have good reason for believing to be true, 
that the Tibetans at Lhasa have never given their consent to the Treaty, which 
they say was concluded hy the Chinese and not by them, and are expressing thcir 
determination to light India agsin sooner than carry out its provisions." These 
runiours, Mr. White sa.id, were confirmed by the Chinese clerk of the Custo~ris 
ORiccr at lJa:iing. 

go. in the same year, 1834, a European trader, Mr, i c ~ r b ,  w h o  under t h e  
terms of the Treaty visited Yatung to see f f  it were r;os%itle to open a trade tllcre, 
r~por ted  Clat ' .  both traders and officials were afraid of serious consequences to 
their trade profits if  Yatung were  successful!^ opened and that they therefore 
combined io put every possible obstacle in the way of establishing a new mart." 
Mr. Korh also repcrted that, even silpposing the Tibetan officials were heartily to 
co-operate with the British Government in open.ing Yatung, he would still 
hesita!e to open 2 branch there, as lie considered the place unsuitable for the 
purpose, a.nd the airailable space for working and building much too limited. This 
r~nsuitabi!ity of Yatung for a trade mart was indeed pointed out by the British 
Colnmissioner during the negotiations, and Phari was suggested by them, but the 
Chinese refused to zgree to opening a mart there. 

g I. In I 895, when Mr. Nolan, the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, 
visited Yatung, the Tihetan representatives " very frankly informed him that they 
did not recognise the convention, as it was made by the Chinese only, and that 
they would not surrender any land in order to give effect to the Treaty." 

ga. In the spring of 1895 a Commission was appointed to examine and 
demarcate the frontier as laid down in the Treaty.. This Commission was com- 
.posed of de!egares from India, Tibet and China. The Tibetans. however, refused 
to come lorward, and it was only after some difficulty that the Chinese were induced 
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to rrheet the representatives of the Indian Government. Pillars were erected on the 
jelap-La, Donchuk-La and Doko-La, but were ilnmediateiy afterwards destroyed 
by the Tibetans. 

93. Shortlv before the expiry of the period of five years after which a cevision 
of the Trade keguIations under General Article l l  might be considered, the 
Secretary of State asked the Goirernlnent of India for a report '' both on the 
progress macle since the date of the agreement towards the settlen~ent of the 
frontier, and on the extent to which the trade stipulations of the Treaty and conven- 
tion have been operative." H e  also .lsked " whether the experience of the last 
four years had suggested ro His Excellency's Governr~~enr, any pra.cticsl measures 
for securing rrnore fully the facilities for tr;c.de which the Treaty of 189o and ttle 
conve~~tion of I 893 wc,re intended to provide." 

94. Mr. Wlrite, on being called upon! reported hcw t.lie Tibetans had ok,structed 
the demarcation ol  the boundary ; and as regards facilities for trade at k'atullg, he 
reported that, tho11g.h it was true tha t  British subjects were al!owed to  travel f r e~ ly  
to Yatung, yet, having arrived there, they found no suitable houses or goilo\\rns and 
110 one either to buy goods from or sell goods to. There was not a single shop 
in the place, and merchants were prevented by the Tibetans From -v)siting it. 
" No Tibetan proper," reported Mr. White, "(i.e., any one living outside the 
Chumbi valley) is allowed to bring his goods into Yatung." " Thus the whole 
object of the mart is nullified, " he continues, " and during thesc 44 years a.bso- 
lutely nothing in the way of business has been transacted at Yatwg. I f  a 
British merchant does gu to Yatung, no one is alloived to buy fro~n him or 
sell to him. Yatung is no mart ; it is only a registering slation for goods 
passing between T ~ b e t  and India." 

95, Mr. White further reported that Regulation I V was virtuall!. broken, as 
the Tibetans still levied a 10 per cent. duty at Phari. 

96 In submitting this report the Comn~issioner sho~vs the partlcr~lar'ri~dnnei i n  
which the 'Tibetans had evaded the fulfil;r.ent of the convention. " The Tibetans 
have built a wall across the valley," he says," a little below the site grai~ted for the 
meeting of traders from the two countries, and allow no one to go through h e  ga:e 
for the purpose of buy~ng or selling." 

97. The Government of Bengal remarked that, though there had been a 
slight increase of the trade with Til-~ei fiqm 13s. I 1,55,700 (for r i months) in 1S94- 
95 to Rs. 17,03,060 in 1897-98, " the 'Trade Regulations have had 110 n~aterial, i f  
any, effect on the trade. The increase appears to be m.linl,y due tc, and might  ha:.^._ 
t~een  espected from, thc restoration of peace." They rnigiii niso have added Iror!~  
the improvement of roads from the frontier. 

98. The Government of India, in forwarding these reports to the Secretary o l  
State on March 3ott1, 1899, remarked that " no real progress had yet bzen made 
totvards the settlement of the f:ontier, while the stipulation as  to trade had been 
practically inoperative." They added that they were prepared to'revise the ircntier 
so as  to leave to Tibet the land in the neighbourhsod of Gyagong, on condit!~;? 
that Phari should be thrown open to native traders from British India, and that 
these traders were not prevented from conducting business there directly with 
the Tibetans. The Viceroy also addressed the Chinese Resident at Lhasa on 
March 25th, 1899, in the above'sense. 

W. To this letter the Chinese Resident replied, on April aznd, from Yat~lng 
tliat the frontier had Lecn carelessly laid down in tlie Treaty ; and that he was 
under the impression that the Tibetans would strongly object to having the mart 
placed at Phari, but that on his return to Lhasa he would cornnlunicate His 
Excellency's n;ishes to the Tibetans. This, however, he never did, and no further 
answer to this proposal has ever been received, though the Tsungli Yamen, who 
had been addressed on the matter by the Minister at  Peking ir? Deceniber 1899, 
stat.ed that they had written to the Resident at  Lhasa to enquire into the c~r:  
cumsmnces. l 

loo. Various attem,pts were now made Lo open up  direct communication with 
the Tibetans. Ugyen Kazi, the Bhutan Valcil, wrote a letter to the Dalai Lama 



sllgptiilg in general terms [hat a high Tibetan official should be sent to discuss 
: fronlier and trade matters. R u t  the Dalai Lama's reply rnade no reference to  the . , -  

suggestion. It was not fourld possible to enter Into com~nunirstion by way of  
-Burma and Yunan ; nor tlrrougll Nepal But the Political OGcer at Leh thought 
it  might be feasible to despatch a letter from the Viceroy to  the Dalai Lama 
through Gartolc. A letter was accordingly sent in July rgoo, but was returned in 
the following spring, the officials at Gartok writing that they had not dared to send 
it to Lhasa, as sendirig it would endanger their lives and necks. They added 
that in future " the Sahib should refrain from acts contrary to regulation, such 
as  coining this side c j f  tlle frontier and sending Iet!ers, which are practices which 
he st~odil consider torbidden." '[lie lette; I~ad,  ho:vs\aer, evidently ljeer~ opene:!. 
and read. 

for. A n ~ t h e r  attempt FV:LS made in June lgo! t c ~  send a letter li-;m the  
Viceroy to the Dalai Lama, this time by the h;ind of Ugyen lcazi. 'l'he ~ { r t i r ;  
rep>~rted that he had duly tielivered ~ t ,  but ihe general lj[:lief 011 the fronrier is 
that lie never did anything of the m t .  At any rate, no reply was received, and 
thus the series of efforts to get into direct communication w i ~ h  the Tibetans 
proved fruitless. 

roz. As a consequence the Government of I n d i ~ ,  with the appriival of the 
Secretary oi State ,  decidec! to depute Mr. \Yhi:e to tour along the Silikim frontier, 
and exclude the Tihetans lrcm the grazing grc,unds a t  Gyagong. Mr. White arrived 
a t  Gyagong on June nGth, 1902, and infoimed certain Tibetan oficizls whom he 
met tliere that he had been ordered to lay down the boundary a s  shown in t l ~ e  con- 
vention of 1890, to nhich they replied that they had heard of the Treaty, but that  
it was invalid, a.s it had not beer! sigrjed by any l ' i b r ~ a n .  Mr .  White, however, 
removed them from Gyagong and t les t ro~ed  Tibe~an biock-houses erccied there. 
He  also toured along the trontier ; surveyed it ; ascertained the number of Tibetan 
sheep, yaks and goats grazing there, anci reported the existence oi a mutual 
understanding between the Sikltimese and the T~betanc ,  by which the former 
grazed their flocksin Tibet in the winterand the latter grazed their flocks in 
Sikkim in ihe summer. 

RELAT!ONS OF TiBET WITH IIUSSI.4. 

ro3. A new factor had mean~vlli!.c been inrroduced into the situatior~. Hit!ier- 
to out- interest in Tibet had been entirel!~ connected with improving the lariliiies 
for trade. I t  ;low became apparent [hat rtussid was also increasil.rgly interesting 
herseli in Tibetan affairs, and this naturally quickened our owrr ini-ei.est in  a 
':ountrp which adjoins our teiritories tor hurldrzds of miles. A hrief account 
therefore of the spread of Russian influence in. Tibet beco~~ le s  necessary to a 
proper comprehensicm oi' the existing situation. 

104. Russia has, indeed, of late years shown inc.reased aitention to Tibet, yet 
her interest in the country has been of long stantjing, Even ir: 1783 Turner 
found the doings of the Russians were Irno\vn to the Tiberans. " They were no 
strangers," he says, " to the reputaiion of the reigning Czarina (Catherine), her ' 
extent of dominion, a.nd the comrnerce carried on with Chinz. ... .................. 
Many overtures, they told me, had been rnade cn the part of Russia to extend her 
commerce to the iaternal parts of Tibet, hut their disinclination to enter into any 
new foreign connection, and the nraichiul jealousy of the Chinese, had hitheno 
defeated every attempt of this nature. " 

105. For nearly a century later the Russians do not appear to have made 
any direct efforts to extend their influence to Tibet. But in 1 8 7 2  began a series 
of military scientific expeditions into Tibet which with intervals have continued 
to the present year. These expedilions have never succeeded in reaching Lhasa, 
or, so far as can be gathered, in establishing any kind of diplomatic relations with 
the Lhasa authorities, but they have acquired a vast amount of information 
about the country, and done' much to  spread Russian influence right 
down the eastern side of The  first of these military explorers was Cola- 
nel Prejevalsky, who in 1872-73 travelled through Tsaidain to the upper ~ a t e r s  of 
the Yangtse in the direction of Lhasa. In 1876-77, and again in 1875-1684, the 

v- a I 



same travdler explored the northern and north-eastern purtians of Tibet. In 
r 889.90 Colonel Pievtsof explored tlie north-western corner. In I 893 Potanin 
travelled through the eastern portion. In 1900-02 ICozloff explored the north- 
eastern and eastern districts, and In the present vear there is said to be a mina.. 
pruspe,:ti;lg expedit.ion in Eastern I'ibet. All of these expeditions have received 
especial el~couragenient from the Russian Governnient, altd the pcrsonnl interesi 
of the late arid prescnt Czars. But each one has been tr~rned bark by. the Tibet- 
ans 5e.tore reaching Lhasa, arid so far, at arry rate, it is clear that ?he Lhasa 
aut!~oi.ities are determined t o  keep off Russian influence. 

105. But quite lately Russian iiifluence has been spreadin< itself in a much 
more insidious and much more effective manner than by (!pen, s~a r ing  expedi- 
tions. Since 1898 a number of Sitterian Buriat Lamas, who are .L\sia.tic Russians 
and who a t  tlie saine time profess tile Lamaist doctrines of Tibetan Euddhisrn, 
have visited Lhasa and succeeded, whether designedly or unconsciously, in in- 
fluencing the Lamas of Lhasa in favour of Russra. The  first of these visitors 
was a certain Dorjieff, a Russian Mongolian Buriat by birth, who had app~rent ly  
for twenty years, since he was 35 years of age, been residing in one of the great 
monasteries a t  Lhasa as a Professor of Metaphysics, and who in 1898 returned to 
his native place in Mongolia, and froin there visited St. Petersburg and Paris. In 
the following spring he once again appeared in Lhasa and " made a profuse dirtri- 
bution of money and presents, and thus ingratiated himself with t he  Dalxi Lama 
and monks of Lhasa:" H e  is reported by Mr. Walsh, the Deputy Cornrnissiorler 
of Darjeeling, t o  have " acquired great influence over the Dalai 1,ania and iuduced 
hini to cultivate t he  fr.icndsliip of the Emperor of Russia in the .same wanner 
a s  the 5rst Dalai Lama sought from the Chinese Emperor piotection agairist 
both internal an3  foreign enemies of Tibet." , H e  preserted the Dalai Lama wii.11 
a pamphlet containing an er~umeration of the. good acts of the Eynpcror Nicholas 
I l in the liussian, Mongolian and ? ibetan languages ; he rxplai1lc:d 1.0 the C;ra.r,d 
Lama the Inany advantagcs which the Budtlhist cl'lurch t ~ o u l d  gain b y  fric11dsh;p 
with so great a monarch, and represented that, if the G r a n d  I,ama visited !.he 
Russian capital, lie might convert the Emperui t o  the Buddhist f:litli : he gavr; o u t  
that the English had conquered China, and that witl1il.r a short time t l~ey  v . ~ - l i d  
invade 'Tibet, and that it  was therefore high tirne Tor the Grand I,aru:+ to save tiis 
couritry and  the church by securing !.he friendly protection of thrc E ~ n p ~ r o r  of  
Russia. ?'he Grand Lama, attaching rauch migh t  to hi5 rcpreselr~.ations, SLIT\-. 

moned his councill!.rs to a conkrence arid with their advice thrice called t5e 
National Assembly of the representatives of the church and chiels of  Tibet fur ail 
expression of their views on the subject of negotiating for the friendship of Russia. 
The  National Assembly were not unanimous on the point, considering that the 
Russians, like the English, were rrot Buddhists, and that it was not k11o:vn for 
certain whether China had collapsed altogether. 1 he Grand Lama, however, :. i th 
the advice of his councillors, decided to send Dorjieff to Russia to convey his 
greetings and to thank the Emperor for his great exertions for increasing the 
happiness of  the world. Dorjieff took with h ~ m  besides valuable presents the 
const:crated cushionseat on which the Grand Lama sat  on the occasioil of his 
ordination ; the object of his so doing is believed to he a prelimizary step to the  
Grand Lama visiting the capital of the Tsar eventually. 

107. DorjieiE accordingly proceeded to Russia an3 was received by the Csar 
on October I 3th.  rgoo, in the Palace a t  Livadia. Rut all that i t  was possible to 
ascertain for certain about this mission was that he brought with him " a long 
document supposed to be from the Dalai Lama." 

108. I-Ie returned to Lhasa by t h ~  IJrga route in February 1901, but left 
Lhasa. cnce more in April of the same year and proceeded by way of Nepzl 
to Rolnbay, thence to Odessa. He was with his suite of  Tibetans received 
again by ihe Czar a i  St. Petersburg on July 6th! 1901 ; and was described in the 
Mcss l~ges  Oh5cie~' as the " Envoy Estraoidinary of the Dalai Lama of Titlet. " 
I-le and hls cornpanions were also received on the szriie day by the Eml!ross. 
They also paid visits to Count I-arnsdol.ff and hi. Witte. On July loth the 
British Ambassador reported that he had had a conversation with Col~nt  Lamsdorff 
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, . i  the subject of this mission, and that His Excellency had said that " ailhough the 
vis~tors had been described a s  Envoys Extraordi~iary of the Dalai Lama, 

mission could not be regarded a s  having any political or diplomatic charac- 
The ofiices and attributes of a Dalai Larrra were more of a Buddhisl pontiff, 

he understood, even venerated by the Buddhists, of whom there was a 
large number in the  Russian Empire, a s  an incarnation of Buddha. T h e  

mission was of the same character a s  those sent by the Pope to  the faithful rn 
, foreign lands. " Dorjieff had brought Count Lamsdorff an autograph letter from 

the Dnlai Lama which Count Lamsdorff spokeof as  being of a purel~r complilnent- 
ary nature. On another occasion, as  reported by Sir C. Scott on July 4th, 
Count LamsdodF said that Dorjieff " came occasionally to Russia with the ob-ect, 
he believed, of making money collections for his Order from the  ~lunlerous Bud- 
dhists in the Russian Empire. " 

rog. T h e  Russian Press, however, certainly considered this mission had 3 

character. An Odessa paper spoke of it a s  an " Extraordinary Mission 
from the Dalai Lama of Tibet,  mh~ch is proceeding to S t .  Petcrsburg witl; diplo- 
matic instructions of importance " ; and described its chicf object to  be " a 
r n ~ ~ ~ o c h e ~ i c c  and the .c;trerlgther,Ing of good r~ la t ions  7,rir.h Kussia. 
.................. The h'xtracr:dii;,ry h,lissiorr will, arnong o~l le r  tl~inas, r:lise  he 
cluestion of the esiabllsFlmel?t i i?  St.  Petersburg of a perrnan4:nt l'ibet Missio~l 
for :he lrlainteriance of gb30d relaiions wiih Russia. In FZussia, there ~ l - e  some 
t t iousa~~ds  of Lamas, or nlorrlts of ihe E~lddliist cillt. " I n  the Navoe C/~*emya 
a certain Dr. Padmaieff (whose connectic,n vitll TiLel will be presently des- 
critedy wrote : " Thc who!(> worlcl ij: convir~ced 1ha.t Russia is doing everything 
10 uphold th;. integ!.lty ni C11ir1a ; and therefore the Tibetans, silbjects ol  the 
Enlpzwr id Cl-liua (:vhn have) corne t o  pray ior assistance agdinst arty attack 
on Tibei, will cer~ainly Le received with ~e l co~ne . "  I n  another interview 
published in tile .'i'L. P z t e r s b u ~ ~  Gnsette he says that " 'l'ibet is really quite 
acces=ible ro the Rassians, but that the object of the nilssion is to make it 
rllore so. He fears that the English, who have now established thenlselves so 
firnilj in Kashmir, may anticipate Russia in that country." T h e  Novoe Vrenlya 
said that " the  reappearance of the Tibetan Mission in Russia proves tha t  
tlie iavourable impressions carried back by Dorjieff to  his home from his previous 
mission have confirmed the Dalai . Lama in his intention of conrracting the 

......... ................... friendliest relations with Russia .; A ::app-ochenient with 
Kilssia n u s r  seem to him the most natural step, as R u s s ~ a  1s ihe only po\ver 
able to  counteract the intrigues of Great Britain, who has so long been 
endeavouring to  gain admission, and only awaits an opportr.lnity to force an  
entrance." 

i 10. But the mission seems to have had se t  another object, for the British 
A.mbassador reports on August 7th that- the Japanese Minister had informed 
him that he had been told by the Chinese Minister that " one of the chief 05- 
jects of the mission was to  ask the Russian Government not to  allow the 
despatch of Russian exploring expeditions i ~ t o  'Tibet. " 

I I I. The ?ractical results of this i-nission are given in a letier d ~ t e d  
Vovembcr roth, 1902, f r ~ m  ihe British A ~ n b a s s ~ d o r  2.t St. Petersburcr. 3 Mr. 
Hardinge states,  from secret information obtained from a i-dial le soarce, ::c. !rat1 
reason to be!ievc that arrangement, tiiough no: L, ':l'razty, +:sists t?e.;:ve~rr the 
Rr:ssia!l Government 2nd the Dalai Lc~rn:. According to his ;~~io;!nallr, " t h e  
Russibr: Government tc, a certai;~ exttr;t hold ihe purse-string:; of ihe r>alsi 
Lama, since every pea? cor!sidcrable coliections are made among the Ruria ts  
ant! Russian co-re!igi"nists of the Dali,i Lama, and rhese a5.e t'orr:.;!rdec! t o  I i i m  

in Tibet. In  returfi l i j t  [he riofi-interierenci. of the Russian G o v e ~ . n m e n ~  with 
the religion afid collectiolls O F  Biiddhists in Rcssiari territory, tlie Dalai I-ama 
has conceded to the Russian Governrclent t5e I-ight to have ;i Consular Oficer in 
Tibet, and has agreed to the recogrrition of the orthcdox religion aiid to its free 
exercise ic Tibet, and a t  the same time tc prevent the use i l d  any ot.her re!igion, 
and more particularl~r of tht. Romar, Catholic religion. The  arrangement in ques- 

a3 



lion is saiil to have rcceivcd the approval of thc Council of Ministers, and the 
greates:! secrecy is observed i i l  connection with it. In order, however, not to give 
offence to His Majesty's Govern!neut, who would naturally demand similar rights 
from the  Tibetan C;overnrnet~t, it has beer1 decided 1101 to appoint a Consular 
Officer, but to send a duly-accredited secret agelit who would be able to use his 
influence with the Tibetan Government for the furtherance of Russian aims. 
The Agent who has been selected to  fill this post is a certain Mr. Badengieff." 

11s. Some corrobxatiotl of the above iniormation is afforded by the state. 
m tn t  of a Lhasa trader who reported the return of the  mission to Lhasa in 
November 1 9 1  and that there were reports in Lhasa " that a treaty had been 
entered into with Russia by which Russia undertakes to protect Tibet from any 
attempt of  the English to  enter the country." Another trader also referred 
t o  Dorjieff's having " brought about the treaty with Russia." I t  was further 
reported from Lhasa that the Chinese .Amban had come to ktlow of the object 
of the ~llission and had informed the Minister of the Grand Lama "of his dis- 
pleasure a t  the secret agreement which the Grand Lzma had been led to  enter int3 
with Russia." What became of Dorjieil himself is no1 quite clear. I-lis mission 
returned to  Lhasa and it was assumed that he had too. But the Messages Oflciel 
records 111s having had a secand inlerrie\v vith the Czarina. on December I I th, 
ICJOJ, and according to the Chinese Minister a t  St. Petersburg he leturned to 
Siberia and no1 to Lhasa. 

I rg. Anuthcr Mongolian visitor to  I,hasa was Norzanoff who arrived in 
Calcutta froin Marseilles on the 6th March rgoo. H e  described himself as 
belongir\g to the Post and TIeleg~xph Departii!enr, Smgata, S t a ~ o p o l ~ ~ l r .  Govern- 
rlrent al!d a r,xti.~c- Q I  H illlia [K h:!llt;~-l iil Motlgolia ; and llr: posscls~e? ;l ~;~SSFIO'!.  

fr:,,m the Go.~~.r.i~or of Stavopolslc. I-!;: was further described a; a 5aissl:ng of 
the [<;x!m;lk trille ir! a. letter of introduc:tion frorli Princr. Outornsl.:y, Eilitw. 
o[ the St. k'etersburg Rign  Vehdomosti, who s a d  h e  1~;:s a rncn~!,l:r of ;I-re R.ussian 
Geographic?.! S ~ c i e : ~  undertaking a journey to 'Tibet bt~tii  " on 2 religlo~ls pilgrim- 
age  and in the interests o( science and cornnierce." He had  SO a letter 
of introductiori to the French Consul at Calcutta from a Professor ir! Paris. Ile 
said that he had once before been through Tibet to Calcutta v d  Darjiling and 
intended to proceed again to  Tibet with a. casz of presents for the Dalai 
Lama in gratitude for previous kind treatment, and as an offering to the head 
of the Buddhist Church. H e  was deported to  Odessa under the orders of :he 
Govern~llent of India in August 1gr;o. He 1iov:evcr got into 'Tibel zg~ in ,  
by Urga with Dorjieff and he was one of Dorjieff's Mission to  Kussia in June 
igor, and he  brought back to Europe a photograph of Lhasa which was publish- 
ed in the Journal of tlie Paris Geographical Society. 

r 14. The;  latest Mongolian traveller in Tibet is the Buriat Lama Tsybikolf, 
who resided for a year in Lhasa, 1900-01, and brought back to  Russia an account 
oI the custo~ns and manners. H e  is a native of the Baikal region, a Buddhist 
by religion and a graduate of the University of St. Petersburg. 

I r g. Hesides these, however, there is a mysterious individual named Bad- 
maicff, who is cvident!y, irom the way h+: is interviewed by ;he Rus ' , sia11 news - 
papers.lcokcd upon a s  zrr authority xpon 'Tibet and wlio is thougl~t eo 1:a.v~ visited 
Lhasa i : ~  1 but .xho is described by t lie British A nibassad.~r a:: St. Petersburg 
as  a Mongol~an bp birth and a con~,er t  to Christianity : who has pa.ssed his 
cxan:inatio:ls as  a doctor of medicine, who has mcre than once revisitzd tl:e land 
ol' his birth on the confines of Tibet, and has succr:~deci in rnaintilining sonie 5ot.t. 

r?i civ;nection with tht: Ea1a.i Lama, althcugli he hi~nselt has r:cvel- been tc Lhasa. 
There seelns reasoil I;ij bzlieve that either DorjieR and Norzanofi or a t  m y  ratp. 
the latter -,T~c: the a g w t  or emis.ia.ry of FJl?.dmaieir who nr2.s at onr tirne at. Urga. 

r 16. T.a:tiy fliree 'l'ibeta!;~ arc ~epo i ted  hi;  l'.lr. CVhlrt. In A u ~ u s t  ~ g o c  to  -. have gorie r o Kussla from Lhasa to enqeire i f ,  in the  case Q F  anv disturbance, 
Russia would rendcr assistance tc the Tibetans. 



. . .  1 :  
., . ( ;  I 17. 'lhzse are thc rnen who habra, ~her l l e r  with or wilhout tl!e oific.ial cog- , isawe cf the Russian Governmer~t, established a c~nnect ion  ol  some kind 

j ;kt ,vee~ the Dolai Lama 3 r d  the ilussiaa Government. Resides this t h e r ~  are 
,igcod grounds ior suspecting that the Russian Government Ilave attenlpteil to 
cconclude a secret treaty with thc Chinese Govern~nent in regard to *libet. 
Sir,E. Satow reporled from! Pel:inp: i n  August 1902 " a rumour ~":t f o r w ~ n i  
designedly by the Russo-Chinese 13ank in pressing that China rrray irnnster 
her interests in Tibet to Russia il Russia will promise to  uphoI.1 \he integrity 
of Chiua." Sir E. Satow btlieved th2t " the Russian Minister had hinted tIl;ii 
an agreement with China on the  question oZ .ribet was desired by ~ ~ ~ u r s i a . "  
On September 6th he saw the Foreign Bcarcl wtlo strongly denied t l l a ~  there 
was any agreement. Sir E. Satow thought, hmvever, t!lal: there was l i~ile clouht 
that the Agent of the Russo-Chinese Bank had tallred to Yung-Lu,  tha t ,  i n  
spite (11 the~r  denials. Prince Ching and Chu, another hlel.,lber. uf t h e  bo2rcll k5erV 
ahour: i t .  

I IS.  I n  August the exiled refirrmei,, Icang-YII-Wai, ~.ctported to rhe Gover~l- 
lne~lt of Bengal that the Flapress u i  China and Yl~ng-Lu had handl_;d over 'Tibet 
to Kussia in ;eturn for pro tec t io~~,  and had given rhe Rubsiar~s pcr~rrission 
to mine ; 10 construct railv~ays ; to build forts in Tibet ;  and to goverr. !he 
country with Russians assisted by Chinese counsellors, provided the Russians 
would protect the monasteries and religion and ad~ni t  Chinese trade. 

I 19. In September 1902 Sir E. Satow telegraphed that cl Manchu on the 
Stafi of the Resident a t  Lhasa had reported to  the Grand Council t h a t  Russian 
,activity in Tibet had recently been very great, and it looked very much 'as if they 
contemplated seizing the sovereign power over the country. 

 so. T h e  Rritish Ambassador at St. Petersburg also reported on October 
2nd that the Chinese Minister in conversation with him had alluded to " the 
interest, whether simply geographical and commercial, or political which Russia 
seemed to tal~e in Tibet, and the mysterious emissary ~ h o  liad visited St. 
Petersburg z year ago." 

1 2 1 .  Mr. White reported in November that the Amban at Lhasa had 
received orders from Yung-Lu to prevent a t  all costs the negotiations between 
India ar!d Tibet till the spring of 1903 when Russian troops would occupy I,l~asa. 
This inrormation having been brouglir by Sir E. Satow to the notice of Prince 
Clling, l. l t  rep!ied f.hat he had heard reports t o  the same effect. I-le hacl asked 
the Russian Rli~istur what fdundation there was in them, and had been told in 
ieply tliat Rdssia had no desire to  encl.oach upon Tibet, but thc Mirlister seemed 
co a~l in~wli -dge  that the Buddhists in Russian territory had come to some sort 
of arrangement with their co-religionists in Tihet, though with this. t l l ~  kussian 
govern men^ had nothing to  dc. 

. I az .  Yung-Lu recently died and with his death have r-l~ded the 1.~1rnobrs 
c?f an  agreement hetweeh Russia and China to hand over Tibet to the former. 

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS RUSSIA AND C H I N A  I N  REGARD 
TO TIBET. 

123. T h e  various reports regarding the dealings of the Russians wilh [he 
p-.. I lbetans, an11 with the Chinese regarding Tibet, naturally aroused the attention 
of His Majesty's Government. and representations on the subject were made to 
both the Rilssian and Chinese Governments, 

124. Sir C. Scott,  acting under orders from His Majesty's Government, in- 
formed Count Larnsdorfi on September and, 1901, that  his staremeni to the efieot 
that no political or diplon~atic significance could be attached to  the n~ission had 
been communicated to i he  Govt:rnment of India and had been received with sa- 
tisfaction. " His Majesty's Government," Sir C. Scott added, "would naturally 
not regard with indifference any proceedings that might lialfe a tendency to. 
alter or disturb the existing status of Tibet ; and felt no doubl that the Russian 
Government was animated by similar sentiments." His Excellency expressed 
his assent. 



125. Sir E. Sdiow, on September Sth, r c)oa, inior~ned Prince Ching that 
" Great Britain and Chica, being the sole territorial neighbours of Tibet, 
are ~ l o r ~ z  entitled to take an interest in 'Tibetan affairs, r!nd the maintenance of the 
status quo is accordingly t h i  concern of botli Pcwers It. was therefore with 
great surprise and conceln that His Majesty's Govero~nent had heard from more/ 
t .hm one quarter that an arrangement had been ~:oncludecl, or was under dis- 
cusston, hetween China ar~d a third Power, by which suzerainty over T L e t  was 
to Lt. trans11:rrcd cc the latter." " 141s h.!ajesty's Covernritcr~t locked upo~:  this 
,natter as being of so serious a character that  they had instructed him," added 
Sir E. Satow, " to state formally that should any  agreemer:t affecting the puli- 
tical s tatus of Tibet be entered into by Chi l~a  with another Power, His Majesty's 
Gove~nmc.nt would infallibly be colnpelled to protect their o*n iuterests by 
occupying such Chinese territory a 3  might be necessary for this p~~rpose." 

126. TIle Russian Embassy in London having or1 February nntl, 1903, made 
rel>resentations to i t i ~  Foreign Ofice regarding a. supposed military cxpedi- 
tion in the Chilmbi l-allcy and referred tcj the necessity which 111ight arise for 
the Russian Governn1r:nt lia,.:ing to safeguard its interests in those rcgions, 
Lord Lansdowrrc replied that there was no iouildation in the report, and that he 
cou!d not cor!ceive vhy  Russia s l~culd evin(:e he: intc:rest in this manner. 
Tlic Russian :Imbassador sa;,J Russia had 11o political desigii in Tibet arid he 
prcsnmed \cc :lad ncjt. Lo:d Lansdowncrepiied that  we certainly had no h i r e  to 
alincz; Tibetan territory ; bu!: that  it was nacur:i.l  hat the l ndian Government 
should desire to  push Indian trade into tlie country and they mould no cioubt 
take whatever measures s~t:med to t terc  necessary for this purpose. 

1 2 7 .  Aga:n, on February 18th, Lord Lansdowoe informed the Kussiar! 
All-!bassador that the ir;terest ol India in l'il:et was of a very special character. 
Lhasa was very close to India, but very distant. from Russia, and any sudden 
display of R.ussian interes~ or activity in the regions immediately adjoining British 
territory could scarcely fail to have a disturbing effect upon the poy.~ulation, or 
to  create the i~nprcssion that British influence was receding and that of Russia 
making rapid a d v a ~ ~ c e s  into regions which had hitherto been regarded as  alro- 
gether outside of her sp!iere of influence. Lord Lansdowne then proce(:ded i,n 
say that reporl:~ had been received that Russia had lately conclurj~d agr~yemelitu 
for the establishment of a Russian protectorate over 'Tibet. and also thar sllc- 
inteuded to establish Russian Agents ar.d Consular OKcers a t  Lhasa. I-ie 
therefore thought it of the utmost importarice that a s  His Excellency had 
disclaimed on the part of Russia all political designs upon Tibet, he should he in 
a positicjn to state whether these rumours were or were not without foundation. 
The Russian llmbassador promised to  make specific e~qui r ies  of his Govcriirnent 
a s  to the tr~itfr of.these statements. Lord Lansdowne then went on to say " as 
we were much more clcsely interested than Russia in Tibet, it followed t'riat 
should there be any display of Russian activity in that country, we should 
be obliged to reply by a display of activity !lot oiily equivalent t c  hut exceedirig 
that n ~ a d e  by Russia. If  they sent a mission or expedition, we should have 
to do the s a i n ~ ,  but in greai:er sirt:ngth." 

128. I t  was not till Ap:il 8th that the Russian Ambassador was able to give 
Lord Lansdowne a seply. His  Excelle~;cy then officia!lyassured Lord 1,ansdomne 
that " t l~c re  was no coaventioi~ about 'libet, either with Tibet itself, or xith 
China, or 1-~ith ally one else, nor had the Russian Government any agents in that 
countrp or any intentior? of sending agents oi- mi;sions there.'' Ccunt Brncken- 
dorff nent  on to  say that  "although the Russian Government had PO designs 
whatever upon Tibet, they could not remain indifferent to any serioss distur- 
.banre of the slatus quo in that country. Such a disturbance might ~.endcr it 
necessary for t . h n  to safeguard their interests iri Asia, not that eve:1 in this case 
they would desire to interfere in the a.ffairs of Tibet a s  their policy ,!c 7l:j.ep.nit 
i f 1  Tibet etz auif:rt cas, but they might be obliged to take measures elsewhere. 
They regarded Tibet as forming a part oi the Chinese Empire, in !he integrity 
of which they too!< an interest." 



199. The Russian -4mbassador hoped there was no question of any action 
on our part in  regard to ?'il)ttt which might have the effect 01 raising quesliorrs 
of this killd. Lord Lansdo.,vne informed him that we had no idea of annexing 
the country, but he was well aware that it irrrir~ediately adjoined our frontier, that 
we had treaties with the 'Tibetans;, and a right to trade facilities. i f  these were 
denied to us, and if the Tibetans did not fulfil their treaty obligations, it would 
be absolutely necessary that RI? should insist on our rig!.lts. I n  cases of this 
kind, when an uncivilised c o ~ ~ n t r y  adjoined the possessions of a civilised .power, 
i t  was inevitable that the latter slrould esercise a ierlaitl amount of local pre- 
dominance. Such a predolninance belonged to u s  in 'I'ibet. But i t  did not 
t l l ow  from this that we had any designs upon the  independence- of the courrtry. 

?'f iE PRESENT SI1'IIATIOg. 
130. Frcrln a considerarion of  the foregoing the broac! outlincs of 1.11(: presclit 

situation come prominently forward. Perhaps the most notlt:eable feal:ul-c is 
invetcl-ate oppositio~l of tlie Tihctans--or rather not of (he Titc:taos a!: a 
but of the Lhasa lnonks who hold the country in bonilf: (jf  iron-to all intercourse 
with the outside. 'There is good reason to  believe ih,!i l i l t :  colnmon and 
the trading comrnirnity W O L I ~ C ~  he glad enough to see inie;.co~lrse bet\veen India 
aid Tibet establistred. They I-1av.e no farratical feelings agpinst eil-ller Christians, 
Hindus or Mohamedaris : t h ry  are naturally good-tempered and easy-going : and 
thosr: who trade know well the advantage oi increased fzcilitit:~ for intercourse. 
Even the Dalai Lama himself, influenced by the insinuating Dorjieff, and perhaps 
also by a little pressure from the Russian Government in the matter of collec- 
tions from Lamaist inhabitants of Russian terrircjry, has gone to what a 
Tibetan would thihk an extreme length i n ,  writing autograph letters to the 
Czar and some of the high olficials, and sending. envoys to His Majesty. 
But the abbots and rnonlcs of the great monasteries a t  Lhasa, in whose 
hands, and not in the Dalai Lama's, lies the real authority ip Tibet, are inexorable. 
In spite of the evident pre ossession of t he '  Dalai Lama and his Council in 
favor of an understanding wit[ Russia, placing Tibet under her pmtection, they 
on the whole pronounced against it ; and view the Dalai Lama with solne disfavour 
for having any dealings a t  all with the Russians. And as for dealing wit.11 us, 
t h e j  will not hear of it for a moment. Even letters from the Viceroy to the 
niilai Lama are ignominiously returned. Even a translation of a speech I 
made before the Chinese and Tibetan delegates, and which, with the approval 
r)f the former, 1 handed to the latter, was relused. All social intercourse between 
us and the Tibetan delegates here is absolutely forbidden frorf i  1,hasa; and 
they ha1.e bee11 severely censtlred for eszn exchanging the usual formal presents 
-.~i:h hlr. bV11ite and myself. Thp  Tibetans throw u p ,  i n  fact; a solid wall between 
U: anrj thein ; aad assume an atlitude, not. precisely of Ilpstility: but of uncompro- 
niising obstruc!ion.-a!i a t t i~ude  sanctioned by the tradition of centlrries, and which, 
ur.iginally occasioned by a dread of conquest ,by the M o h a m e d ~ n  rulers r ,  of India, 
has been strengthened hy an intense fear of the power of Ei~roi;c..ans. I he inonks 
of Lhasa have now absolute and uncontrolled anthcrity in Ti l>~t .  They have ever, 
a practical monopoly of trade. And they beileve-pr~babl~iiivith trutli-ihat ihe 
ad;.etlt of a European Power to Tibet ~ ~ o u l d  wean the decay of their authority 
over the people, 3rd the doing away with their rnonopiJy in trade. 

I 3 i - The neat most striking featilre in the present situation i.5 the falling awa.)r 
of Chinese authority over the Tibetans. They probably never had, or perhaps 
tried to have, nlilch ~nf!uence in the interzlal affairs of Tihec. R u t  it is r:lr.ar 
rhat they rrow have no authority in esternal affairs either. They were unable to 
get the  Tibetans :o withdraw irom Sikkim in 1886; they were! even :~nablr,  
though they t r~ed ,  to prevent  he 'Tibetans from attacking u s  ; they hare been 
~znable to  make the Tibetails observe the Treaty made with us by the Chinese 
Amban ; and now here a.\ Khamba Jong they are quite incapable oi preventing 



the Tibetan dclegales from takin up an atti'cuds of \vl~ich they themselves 
disapprove. Tllc Little regard the f ibe tans  rlow have for thorn is shorn ,  too, in 
the  impunity with which tI12 l?alai Lama entered into direct correspondence with 
the Czal .  The sitc:~tiuri, i~ltlrcc!, is 50 de!ica:e r,o\c. that little aggravation 
might ~nduce  the Tibetans to throw s f i  the: Chinese yoke altc,geclier ; arid 
tilocgh 1112tiy Cl~inc:.;c anxicus t c ~  restore ttlril. faili~jg plestigc in  'I'ihc!t, I ; ~ m  
ilrfo;.rned by hIr. Wilton tI1;it. wrl~en the nerv Chinese Resider~t arl)lic!~l. to tllc 
Vicorov of S ~ e c h u a n  for some additional troops to  r~.ke tc! Tibet, lie was in- 
ivrn~v:d 1l1a1 so many troop: flat1 been taker1 ;?\vay f rn t i i  the province t n  rillell some 
dis:urhances in South China that none were availnl,ict. In short, C l ~ i l ~ a ,  what 
with protecting licrselt lroln foreign aggression ailcl upholding her authority 
Iron1 internal dissensio~is, is not in a positioil to  coc:rce the 'Tibetans; and 
311 she trics t.:, do tilere is to  keep things quiet and avoid causes for troul,le. 

I 32. AS regards European contac-t w i t h  the counrly, i f  there is orie tlting Inore 
notice;~blc than mother, it is the failure of i2ur po!icy of patierlce ancl [orbearancc 
and the success of the Russia11 policy of aciive interest. IVarren Hastings 
s b r t e d  on the latter system and was so iar successful that he establishcd ex- 
trclllely intimate and i r ie~~dly  relations with the Ta.shi Lama and the Regent at 
Shigatse ; and for several years Indian traders were allowed to  come and trade 
at Shigatse. Bu t  after him the poncy of active interest was abandoned, arld 
the  Tibetans for nearly a century were left to thernselr~es. Yet even a century's 
forbearance was not sl16cient to convince then] that we had no s i r ~ ~ s t e r  designs 
upon their country ; and when we proposed to  scnd a peaceful riiiss~on to 'Tibet, 
they invac'ed a 13ritish Feudatory State. W e  still conrinued our poli1:y of 
patience and forbearance both with them and with their Chinese SULF~T;L~IIS. The  
only result today is that the Tibetans i-epud~ate the Treaty ;ye have rnaile wi th  their 
suzerains; that they have knockcd down the boundary piliars ~ h i c h  we and t h e  
Chinese p$ up in ?ccordance with [hat  Treaty ; that thq-  prevent alt trade at the 
marlestablisl~ed under it, even though that mart is A!. the very extrzn~iry of Tibetan 
territory, and not really in Tibet proper ; that they clairrr land inside the bound- 
ary laid down by the Treaty ; that they refuse nll cominu~~ic , l~ io~:s ,  c . vc~~  from the 
Vicr:roy ; and that they rcsol~~tely turn hack all Lnglishrnen ~nlhc! at tcr~~lir  I.G 
en1:c.r their countl-y, arad go so fa1 as to barbal-cuslp kill a Minister ?vile hat.! be-, 
f~kndccl, not even :l,n Englishn~an, but ol~ly r? Ce!yali vi5itor io Tihet. 

r y ~ .  Wllc-n such has been the result of  patience and Fortoa~.ar~c-c, It !n~:;ht h2 
- r thought that :l policy of actibe interest ~vc!lld icac! ic:: onlv ~YLTSL. rcs~! i~s .  

such has not been the experience oE the Russians, and s;rch, as hzs Lcen secn. 
was not the experience of CVirrcn Hastings ; for in both tascs the policy Gas 
applied with intelligence, with resolution, and with persistence. As a result, :he 
inclir~atinri of the Tibetans today is to look to the Russians for prcrtec:tion against 
us rather than to  u s  for protection against the Russians. One long cznt.ury 
and more of patience and forbearance has nqt produc:cll upon tlie lnirlds cI t l ~ e  
Tibetans the impression that me are a peaceable people, 7.vl1o could be safely 
relied on ro proiect them against the frequent Inc~rrsioas cd Itussian niiiitary 
scientific expeditions, and possible political advances.  Wkilc, on the o t l~er  
hand, the insidious active influence of the Russian Buriat agents in I2l?asa has 
produced on the mind ct the Dalai Lama and his councillors.ihe idea that they 
may rely ort t.he support oi tile Russians in the event of our ever pressing upon 
them. 'The proof of this may be found in the fact tha.t when Captain Le 3-lesurier 
n e t  the Chinese Amhar~ at Yatung in ~ 8 9 3 ,  theiaiter told him thai if the indian 
Government insi.sted on Lhe con~rention boundary, as understood by ils, ihe  Tibetans 
x~o~rfd fall  bncK ost Chs support Rilssiiz, who itad alrecad~ o'fered ilze?a 
essi;-trttzce. " Four Tibetan oficia!s also, 011 the same occasion, iniirrixed 
Captain Le Mesurier that they had been offered assistance by Russia. Again, 
in connection :vith these presenl negotiations, the Tibet.an delegates told a 
certain Englishman that, if the worst came 10 rbe worst, they could always rely 
upoi? l l ~ c  Russians and Mongols for support ; a,nd so obstina.te is  \be xttit:uck 
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.$-$l#ha\:e taken up  in these 'negotiations that  he, the El~g\ i shn~an of a\\ others 
:f:iti~o has the best means ok \no\~ing,  says he is convinced they must be assured , , 8; 

In their own minds of Russian support. 

134. 1 do not mean to ilnply from what I have said that the Tibetalls 
' are ready to open their arms to the Russians arid hand over their country to 
sian control. Nothing is further from their thoughts ; and they have kept out 
sian exploring expedittons a s  rigorously ;,S English expeditiorrs from Lhasa. ~~t 
from their seclusion they are ver) unsophisticated in polirical matters. Tjley have 
had Chinese Emperors sending armies to  repel their enemies; and they think that 
the Russian Emperor will do solnethilig of the same kind, or send them magic 
rifles, which will be ablz to counteract our own magic weapons. At any rate, 
whether it is directed by the Russian political authorities or nrhether it  is, 
a s  the Russian political authorities aver, merely religious devotion tolvards 
the Dalai Lama displayed by the faithful adherents of His Floliness, and 
encouraged by the personal interest of the Czar and Czarina, and by the 
scientific support of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, the net result 
of Russiall activity in Tibet is tllat Russian influence i s  now so strong in 
Lhasa that, directly we begin to negoc~ate uith the Tibetans over matters 
of trade a.rd an insignificant boundary questiori, we find the Tibctans arraying 
 he Russians against us and f d l y  confident of theirsupport. This is the 
position which the Rtisslans now hold in regard to us. They, in fact, hold 
t h ~  predominance w-hich ought, by our geographical position, to helor~g to us. 
I'ticy n.ill, no doubt, be checked from any immediate further cfiorts to increase 
[heir influence in 'Titer by Lord Lansdo~v~ie's ernpbztic words, and this strong 
and :i~nel:i. warning has probably forestalled the declaration of a Ri~ssian 
Protectorate over ' l ' i t t t ,  which, but for it, might have occurred in  he near future. 
Buc no warning we can give the Russians in regard to their future action can do 
away with the  efEects of their action in the past. That  mischief has been already 
done. Count Benckendorfl may be perfectly sincere in his assurances thal: the  
Russian Government has no Convention with Tibet, and no intention of sending 
agents or nlissions there. But neither these assurances nor our warnings 
remove the influence so detrimental to us which has been established in Tibet 
by Russian subjects in the past. 

135. S o  the present position is that Russian influence is predominant 
while ours is non-existent in a country which borders the lildian Empire ior 
hundreds of miles, and is in contact with States like Nepal and Bhutan, over 
which our own political influence is not very great. k'o political danger from 
this exists a t  present. But there is nothing In the assurances of the Russian 
! overnment to  prevent Russian mi!itary-scientific expeditions still ~ a r a d i n g  round 
Tibet or pious Siberian Lamas still presenting their grateful offerings to the 
Dalai Lama and carrying autograph letters from His Holiness to  the Czar. 
Tibet 1.1~doubtedly possesses gold in considerable q u a r ~ t i t ~ ,  and that gold the 
Russians n?ill continue to seek. I know froin what they have themselves told 
me that they have' a keen ambition t o  possess the gold of Tibet. ,4 ulell- 
illformed man like the Russian Consul at. Kashgar has spolcen t o  me of it 
with en.dy ; anci the great Russian explorer of 'Tibet, General Frejevalsky, in 
a letter t o  -Lhe Czar, when he  was Czarewitch, spoki: of Tibet as likely to 
tecclme a second Caiilornia. Ar~d,  though tllis may he taken as an exag- 
.rreration, it undoubredlp represents ~vhat- the Russlans t.hemselves t h i n k  about 
3 

l'ibet. A Russian has already applied for a. concession for mining rights 
and to ,:onstroct a hrancl-I fror,, the Siberian Itailway to Tibet. And the Kuss~an 
Mis,ister z t  Pekillg Issi: !rear informed Yung-Lu that a " Russian oflicel. ~vith a 
n l i n i n g  and escort ol scjldiers i, procecdinu 3 to Tibet t:, p~.ospect for nlines, 
and thrr.t the &air ha; been explzined 10 the D a l a ~  Lama." T h e  Russian Govern- 
ment m ~ y  then, as  Ccunt Cer;cLrendorii says, have no political designs on Tibet. 
and no intention to seni! agents or missions there. Still all this religious and 
commercial and scien~itic energy will continue to be directed towards the conntry. 
Concessions may be obtained; Siberian Lanias map gain a solid footing a t  
Lhasa : and rel ig~o~ls  missions to the Czar may become perennial. Then, without 
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the Russian Government having so intended, they m find ~ l ~ e n ~ s t l v e s ,  through 
the oficially unrecognised eliergy of cnn~niercial, scientific and religious Russian 
subjects, i r i  3 positiori in Tibet which really would be a political danger to us. 

136. Nobody supposes that Russia woilld elrer be in n position Lo rrrake a 
serious military invasion of India through Tibet. Her military forces are ~nlich too 
far distant and the country between is much too inhospitable for that  to be a feasi- 
ble operation. Bu t  the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal would not feel so cornfort- 
able in his summer resort at Darjiling,'nor rhe tea-planters of the Duars so,secure 
in their plantations, ii there were a few hundred Cossacks at Lhasa, a score or two 
of Russ~an officers, and a plentiful supply of modern arms and ammunition with 
which to furnish any Tibetans and others who would care to try their fortunes 
in a raid on the plains oi Bengal. Even when the Tibetans alone raided into Sik- 
kim in 1886 many ladies were scared into runnifig away from Darjiling. And the 
presence of Russ~ans  in a position of influeiice in Lhasa, 111ough lint portending 
a serious invasion of India from that quarter, would certairily entai! upon us the 
rlecessily of increasirlg our garrisons on this  frontier. 

137. T h e  real danger, however, i n  the estahlishrne~it of Russian ~nfl i~ence it1 

Tibet 1s of a political nature. She  could Erom there exert great ~iifiuencc un 
ICashlni~, on hepal,  on Bhutan, and on the fron~ier tribes ot Assam. She. might 
draw from us many of tbe Gurkha soldiers f:,>n~ epal I+I IO now cgirle to our 
ranks; and she :night induce gr force the  Kepalcse ro !.cep must  ot the re- 
mainder in Nepal. And, while she would thus be reducing t h e  alrrour!t of good 
material coming into our ranks, she would-be cotr!pc-lling u s  to reorgmise the 
whole of our mobilisation scheme, and place additronal troops in Bengal and 
Assam for the defence of a frontier of 700 miles, whict:, w ~ t h  a European Pone! 
a t  Lhasa, we could not leave so entirely exposed a s  i t  1s a t  prestnt. 

I 3s. This is the real danger. Anothcr, which is perhaps now remote, bu t  
which nearly carne ak l~u t ,  and which niay even ;Jet occur. under certain circum- 
stances, is the junction of the Russians and French across Asia. When I was 
a t  Kashgar in 1891 I gathered from the French traveller 1)utvueil de Rhins, w h i ~  
was s t ay~ng  with me, that this was, then at any rate, an idea of tile French, 
And I believe t.he French traveller Bonvalot has publicly given expression to the 
same idea. The  former traveller had lived for many years in Irido-China, and the 

'ambition of his life was to work u p -  from there to Tibet. Eventually, under the 
auspices of the French Government, he came round by Turkestan to  Tibet. But 
his dream was to work up French influence from Indo-Chiaa to the Tibetan 
border. T h e  efforts of the French to acquire a predominant position in Yunnan 
a i ~ d  Szechuan are too very well known. S o  that, if they succeed there, and the 
Russians succeed in establishing themselves in Tibet, the Russian and French 
spheres of influence really would join north and south across Asia. And, as a 
slight indication that Russia and France are worlting together in this matter, it is 
worthy of note that Norzanoff came to India frorti Marseilles and with introduc- 
tior~s not from the London but. from the Paris Geographical Society, and not to 
the British authorities, but to the French Consul a t  Calcutta, although he does 
not appear to have been able to speak a word of French. 

139. This danger is, however, now remote, for the  French have been dis- 
zppointedin their schemes in Szechuan, and i f  Russian influence is excluded from 
Tibet, there seems small prospect of their being able LO establish any corisiderable 
influence north of their present possessions. 

THE PRESENT OBJECTS OF T H E  GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.  

140. I pass now to a consideration of the immediate objects of ;he preseot 
Commission. H i s  Majesty's Government concur with the Government of India 
in wishing ecj promote trade facilities in Tibet, and to ensure that the Tibetans 
should not be able to avoid or  repudiate obligations entered into on their behalf 
in any fresh Treaty or Convention. 13ut they desire to confine the negotiations 
to  frontier and grazing questions, and trzde rela~icms ; and they do not wish that 
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he location of a Political Agent either at  Lhasa or Gyantse sllould form 
part of our proposals. 

141: 1 have acccjrdingly teen directed to proceed here to Khamba Jorrg 
10 negot~ate with representatives of the Chir!ese and Tibetan Covernlnents. I t  
has been intimated to me that it [nay be possible for the (;ovi:rnrneni of India 
c2 rllakr concessions to the Tibetans i l l  regard to the frontier, in return for con)- 
pliar~ce cm their part with our wishes in regard to otl~er inatters ; and i t  is suggest- 
ed that i t  mculd be desirable to arrange for the estabiishlnent of an op-n mart 
a!. Gyantse, to whirh mart Govcrnmtmt would be free, as  in the case of Yatung, 
to  send oficers t o  reside and watch the corlditions of British trade. Lastly, it is 
pointed out to me that rhr: provision of guarantees for the observance ol such 
agreements as  may be concluded is a matter of the first irnporrarrce. Cjne 
guarantee is the representation cf the Tibetan Gi>vernrnent on the Cornrnission ; 
and i t  i s  expected chat other means of securing the desired result may present 
themselves to me. Free corntn~nication between the Government of India and 
t}:c authorities at Lhasa; and arrangements for annual meetings between 
British Tibetan officials for the due settle~nent cf the trade arid fronticr 
di[ficulties that may occur are also matters which Governmenr. wish s h ~ u l d  be 

in the coming negotiations. 

TRADE PROSPECTS IN  TIBET. 
142. There is a perhaps natural inclination to exaggerate the importance of 

trade with Tibet. But, from what I have said of the natural resources o f ,  the 
country and thestyle of living of the people, it should, I think, be evident that the 
trade possibilities are considerable Where there is so much gold, and besides gold 
other nlirleral wealth in  no small quantity ; where wool is produced in such quantity 
and of such fine quality ; where the people are in a fairly advanced state of civilisa- 
tion and hare a natural inclination for trade ; where the upper classes live in con- 
siderable style ; and where the natural riches of the country are augmented by 
the flow of 'religious ofrerings from outside,-the trade possibilities are worthy of 
serious attention. 

r43. Tibet." says Turner, " has from time iriirnemorial been the resort of 
merchants. Necessity has begotten a cornrnerce with forc-ign countries, which, 
however, ;s but languidly conducted by a people 11atu:ally slo~hful and indolent. 
The soil and climate of l ibet being favourable to the production of few com- 
modities, render it a proper field for a variety of mercantile projects. But an 
example of industry is wanting ; when men once become acquainted with the 
pleasures of luxury and the profits of commerce, they will he aroused from their 
apathy ; and new objects of opulence and ease, of which they never dreamt 
hefore, being presented to their view, will raise i n  them a desire for a more splendid 
w a y  of life than their ancestors enjoyed, and will stimulate them to an investigation 
and irnpr~ve~nent of their natural resources, which at  present are even by them.. 
seives but imperfectly understood ..... Though the soil of Tibet is, in irs greatest 
extent, ilnimprovatle by cultivation ; and though the featilres of the country are 
strongly expressive of poverty, yet  whatever is wanting to the people from a de- 
fect in fertility or in the sltill of artists, thcy possess ample n-reans ol obtaining 
through the abundant riches of the earth. Their mines and minerals are capable 
of opening t c  them such inexhal~stible sources of wealth, as to be dlone suiiicient 
to purchase everything of which they siand in need." 

141. The investigations ntade during the centurywhich has passed since Turner 
wrote this to U'arren Hastings have confirmed the accuracy ot h i s  statements. 
The mineral weall t i  of Tibet is established. I f  the Lainns saw the advantage 
cf it, they would release their restrictions on minirrg and obtain  he wealth with 
which to  purchase the outside articles of commerce. And if they do not of 
their own accord open more mines, they will probably within the next few years 
be driven i n t ~  it by the force of outside pressare, from the north at any'rale. 
Gold has an immensely atti-sctive po\ver and now ~t is becoming so well known 
that Tibet is rich in gold ; and now that Russia is ~ress ing so close an to it ; ths 



day cannot be s o  far distant when the gold and silver of Tibet begia to flow 
from the earth, and afford the people the means of purchasing outside products. 

145. Their wool, too, affords another means. Immense quantities might be 
produced on the vast plains of Tibet, and about the quality all who have seen the 
hest Kashmir shawls may satisfy themselv~s. Five lakhs of rupees' worth are 
;lrcady exported to  Bengal and more to the Punjab and Kashmir Orher minor 
produc!s which they might export, in exchange for needful articles from abroad, 
are boras, musk, salt, hides, yak-tails ai;d rhubarb, and they might drive down 
live stock,-sheep, goats, ponies and mules to  the hill states and hill districts 
bordering the plains of India. 

146. These are their means for. purchasing. CYhai they s t ~ n d  i r i  need of are 
cotton cloth, broadcloth, chintz, cutlery 2.nd iron-ware, coppc:i., indigo ~ n d  dyes, 
tea, tobacco and sugar ; and they also like to buy pear!s, coral, a n d  emeralds. 
Of  these tile most important is coiton c;oth, of whizh 2!j lalchs c - ~ f  rupees \z.grth 
are annually imported from Bengal. " The  ?'ibet;~ns of all i:lasses," says Sarat 
Chandra Das, " have 01 late years talren largely to the use of cottori for inner 
garments, for the lining of their robes and trousers, and for screens and ceilings. 
The  demand for cotton stufl is really great, and the Ne alese traders sell cotton P fabrics a t  roo to 150 per cent. profit. The increase o the wool trade will fast 
increase the demand for cotton in Tibet, as  the Tibetans will not care to weave wool 
jnto cloth a t  the extreme disadvantage of selling it below cost price. A thick 
woollen cho,ga will sell a t  one-third of the price of :he raw wool required t o  rnake 
it. Hence cotton cloth will fill the Tibetan houses as  soon as  the exportation of 
wool increases." W hat Sarat Chandra Das here describes is the usual course 
which is followed in all such countries. When the people discover the real value 
of wool, and the cheapness of cotton clo:h, they give up clothing themselves in 
their rough home-made woollen garments : exchange their raw wool for the cheaper 
cotton goods and (for, say a few metal household utensils and agricultural im- 
plements added on) clothe themselves in cctton instead of woollen garments and 
haue some roper coo!ring utensils and serviceable hoes and plough blades to the 
good as  weQ Thus both the people and our traders reap an advantage. There 
is no reason-except the obstruction of the Lhasa monks-why a great and bene- 
ficial change from .home-made woollen to foreign-made cotton garments should 
not takc place in Tibet, and through it the Tibetans have tin or copper in plac~: 
oT, earthenware cooking-pots ; and iron instead of wooden blades to their ploughs, 
while our woollen, cotton and iron manufacturers would also reap an advantage ; 
and Tibetan yak-o~vners p~it. in their pockets a usefill little sum for the carriage 
of the goods. The only possible disadvantage appears to be the prospect of 
the poor Tibetans catching cold by changing noolle~i for cotton Parments. They 
will, however, conti~lue to  \tear sheepskin coats in the vinter, and like the Chinese 
and otller inhahiiants of cold cllrnates thev can wear wadded clothes if  necessary. 
Cotton goods ancl. iron~vare ought therefore in the future to have a great sale 
among all classes, and among the better classes broa.dclotl; i ~ h i c h  is muzh 
worn and appreciated by them. 

147. Another a.rticle which they ought to purchaze from us largely with their 
F 

ra:7 producls is tea. r here are tea-gardens all over the hillsides round Darjiling 
and in the neighbouring Terai, only a few niarches from the Tibetan border. T h e  
'P 

A ibetans are large consumers.of tea : and one ivould naturally think that as a -. 
consequence ihere would be a considerable import ot tea to Tibet. Unfortunately 
the enquiries of the Indian Tea  Association a s  reported in a letter dstea April nnd, 
1902, from the Bengal Chamber of  Commerce, showed that "practically no lndian 
tea is drunk in Tibet ; there is a large trade iu tea ...... but it is confined entirely 
to the  Chinese product." T h e  reason for this appears to be that, according to tbe 
Trade Reg:rlations, a duty not exceeding that levied upon China tea imported into 
Great Britain rnigl~t be le7ied a t  Yarung, i.e., 6d. per lb., which, a s  the teas 
drunk in Tibet are of a very inferior description, would be equal to about 150 to 
zoo per cent. on their value. Another and more ccgent reason still, is that the 
Lamas do their best to discourage its importation. One OF two attempts were 
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Inade to ilnport tca irito T i b ~ t ,  but they mere unsuccesslul " as the men declined 
( d q ~ t e p t  the tea on the ground that i f  they sold it, tlley would be punisl~rd 

;c  by the Lamas." 
t 

148. That lnd~an tea rould, if it were fairly treated, and i f  it  were manufac- 
t&ed to suit the taste of the people, supplant Chinese tea there is not the 
smallest doubt. A glance at  the map will show how very n~uch nearer the tea 
districts of Darjiling are to Lliasa than Lhasa is to the nearest Chinese pro- 
\lnce df Szechuan. But throughout the riegotiationr with lespect to the Trade 
1:egul~tions the Chinese and T~betan officials were strongly opposed to perrnitt~ng 
trade in Indian tea under a n y  conditions whatsoever. As a consequence Indian 
tea has at presenl no chanck in TiLet. The Tibetans are made to pay more for 
their tea than they have any need to ; and our planters lose a source of profit 
But that thc opportunities for trade are great we may assume when we hear that 
" a certain quantity, said tci amount to 3,000 mule-loads, is irnpo~ted annually 
by the Lhasa Government " dlone , and that Bower was as~onishtd a t  the enorm- 
ous amount of tea n h ~ c h  he saw being transpor~ed from China. The preserlt 
corisil~nptio~~ of tea in Tibet is esrirnated, says Captain O'Connor, at over twenly 
million pounds. 

TRADE ROUTES T O  TIBET. 

!49. These are the articles-tea, cotton-gocjds, broadcloth, irona~are? etc., 
which l'ibet mostly needs, and what she has to give in  exchange, wool, hides, 
gold and silver, arid live-st~ck, have already been detailed. The routes t!r which 
their interchange can be effected have now to be mentioned. A full  description 

. cf these has been given by Captain O'connor in his note on the 'Trade Routes 
betwcerr India and 'fibet, dated April I jth, 1903 : it  ill be sufficient, therefore, to 
here meniiuo only the most iniportant characteristics of each- 

I.-The principal trade route at  present used is that leading through 
Sikkim over the Jelap-La to the Chumbi valley, and thence by 
Gyantse to either Lhasa or Shigatse. The distance of Lhasa 
from the railway a t  Siliguri by the route is about 350 miles. The 
route leads over a succession of very steep ascents arid descents 
to i.he Jelap-La, which is 14,390 feet high, and which i s  closed by 
snow nearly every year for periods varying from a few days 
to a fortnight. The road on either side of this pass is very steep. 
Throqgh the Chumbi valley the route is fairly good, grass and fire- 
wood are ple~ltiful and supplies for men and animals can be pro- 
cured. The pass, Tang-La, at the head of this valley into Tibet 
proper, is 15,700 feet high, but remarkably easy, thc: ascer~t to it 
and descent from it being very gradual. Fiom here to Lhasa the 
road presents no difliculty whatever, passing down over and up 
another broad, open and almost level valley. Plenty of villages are 
n-te!: with and a1i1p12 supplies for trading caravans are procurable. 

II.--A second route through Sikkim leads to Tibet lollowing up the 
Tista i-iver to near ~ t s  source, arid crossing the Kongra L a ~ ~ l a  
Fass, 17,ox~ feet high, to Khanlba Jong. By this route Lhasa 
is about 390 miles from Siliguri. Hopes had at  one time been 
entertained of this proving a useful trade route, but the Tibetans 
haye a rooted objection to it. It is supposed to be unhealthy: the 
rainfall along it is terribly heavy ; fodder and supplies are scarce, 
and while working during the rainy season is nearly impassable; by 
ttre time the rains are over, the grass on the Tibetan side and 
near the passes has begun to wither from the cold. The Shigatse 
traders who should use the route seem to prefer to go  down the 
Chumbi valley, though it is somewhat longer. 

Ill.-The actually shortest route between India and Lhasa is that from 
Odalguri in Assam, and thence viai Tawang. By this route Lhasa 
is only 31 I miles distant : but the road appears to be very bad an& 
to be impassable during the rains. 
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)\'.-A route leads through Nepal from Khat~nandu to Kirong in Tibet, 
and thence to Shigatse and Lhasa. This is used by the n'epalese 
traders : but as it cannot be used by British Indian tradel.~, and is 
moreover much longer than the Sikkim route, it ~leed not be more 
than rne~~tioned here. 

V.-A dificult route leads from Kumaon over the Niti Pass to the 
Manasarr.)n?ar Lake district. 

V!.-A route through Simla up the Sutlej valley to the district round 
the same lake. This is called the I-lindustan-Tibet road, and up 
to the Tibetan frontier is a good mule road. l i  leads, however, to 
a very sparsely populated part of Tibet, and has not in consequence 
the same importance as  the routes lying further east. 

VII.--For a similar reason the route leading from Ladak to Lhasa, though 
easy, has a rninor importance. 

150. These are the principal routes from India to Tibet in use A I  present. 
But it is worthy uf note for future considel.ation, when pol;tical condtions may 
change, that l ibe t  [nay be entered by two ways without crossing any pdss at aii. 
The ilrst way is u p  the river 1cnou.n as the Kosi in Nepal and the Yzru litre in 
Tibet ; and ;he second i s  up the Brahmaputra. I n  t he  Jistant iutute 10,ir:s nlay 
be made up these river valleys. But,  at  the present moment, the most herviceable 
route into Tibet is that leadi~ig through the Churnbi valley L O  Gyantse , and a 
very satisfactory point to notice about this route is that the worst pari of i t  lies in 
Bntish protected territory and can therefore be irnprf~ved at  wi!l. 

CHOICE OF N E W  TRADE MART IN TIBET. 

1 5 1 .  On this Churnbi valley rouce into Tibet is the i~nportant t iade rnart 
of Gyantse, from which branch roads Lo Shigatse on the one hand and to Lhasa 
on the other. The explorer A-k says there are herr about a thousand 
dwelling-houses and a large market in which are met  traders f r v n  Nepai and 
China. This market is said by Sarat Cha.ndra Das to be inferior to Shigatse 
in importance and in the variety of articles tor sale ; and as me forlnerly had and 
used permission for natives of India to trade at Shigatse, we might well asIc that 
Shigatse should be fixed as the new mart in place of katung. 13ut (;!antse has 
the advantage of being at  the junction of the road to i h a w  and wuulu on that 
account be in all probability a more suitable place to fix on. It is situated in 
a fertile valley the length of which is from 60 to 70 miles, and the aver,ige n.idih 
10 miles, every inch ol which, according to Sarat Chandra Das, is culti\a!c.d. 

MEANS FOR SECURING T H E  OBJECTS OF GOVERNMENT,  

152. Gyantse is, therefore, in all particulars a suitable place to' fir, c,!; 
as the trade mart in the place of Yaiung. But we may take i t  for g r a ~ ~ ~ e d  that, 
even with the concessions in regard to the boundary line and to grazing thdt 
we are prepared to give the Tibetans, we shall have the ~~trnost  ditTici~!:~ in 
inducing them to accept Gyantse as the new trade mart ; and having got 
them to  accept it, that we shall have still greater difficulty in making them observe 
the conditions of trading which, after our experience at k'atung, it wou!il be 
absolutely necessary to impose upon them. 

153. As is observed in my instructions, " if the new trade rnz~ t ar!the l ~ t t e r  
place (Gyantse) is not t.o be reduced to a nullity from the start, and if  any real 
advance is to be made in our commercial relations with Tibet, it should be 
possible to secure the application to Gyantse of the provision in c!a.~ses I and 
I I of the Regulations of 1893, under ivhich it was agrced that the Government 
of India should be free to send officers to resideat Yatlrng 1 0  watch the conditicn 
of British trade a t  that mart. Witliout some such supervision it is easy to 
foresee that whatever new arrangemenls arc made Inay at an early date berendered 
nugatory." And such there is not the smallest shadow of a do~lbt would be 
the case if the Tibe:ans were not very sharply and constantly looked after 
a ~ d  made to absolutely fear breaking the conditions of ~rade.  .It would be 
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'hsCksr to establish a trade mart ill Tibet a t  all now when the monk influ- 
ence is so unfriendl to us and Chinese influence so weak unless we can have I the mart  under the c ose supervision of a Dritish oficial ; unless we can com- 
municatz directly on trade matters with the Tibetan officials ; and unless the 
Lhasa Go\-erna~ent can feel positive danger in breaking through the new treaty 
2s they hdve brc,l;en through the old. 

I 54. For cunsider what the present situation is. The  power of the country 
is e~~tirely in the hands of the monks, and they are opposed from the bottom of 
their souls t.o rhe admittance of even natives of India to Ti!)et. A t  the present 
rnolneli! 111e attitude they are taking ,113 is that they will not r~egotiatr even here 
orilj. 14 ~ n i l r - ~  from i h =  frontier, ar?d will oppvse by force any xttenlpt by us 
to rr.oer: further into the ini.erior of  the country. They believe t h e ~ ~ : ~ ~ l v ~ s  to 
be suppo~l t td  not on!y by Heaven b u t  Ly the Russians ; and as  they suspec.t that 
the estabIisl~r!~ent cl a trade mart would b t  trui. the preluile of our i~lsinuaring our 
nray furt1.1~~ ~r!ta the country, and establishing an influence there which, if allowed, 
would diminish their own, and a s  moreover they have at present a trade 
monopoly and keep a great deal of the trade in their own hands, they are abso- 
lutely determined to excludz us. I he Nepalese a r ~ d  Kashmir r:erchants, too, 
who have enjoyed a monopoly of the Indian tiade for so many years, and who 
must therefore look with anything but a fa.vourable eye on attempts t~ improve 
the tradeby the lnorc diiect route through Sikkim, will crrt,iinly encourage the 
Lhasa monks in thwarting our dforts .  And ir. the matter of encouraging 
I l ~ d i a n  :rade we can hardly expect the Chinese to  be very enthusiastic, as the 
improvement of Indian means the decline of Chinese trade. 

155. The monl.; influence therefore must be overcome if we are ever to place 
our trade with Tibet on a proper footing. How shall this be effecled 3 One way 
which has been suggested for securing that end is by giving the great Lamas 
and abbots of the monasteries handsome presents and liberal sums of money. 
This in actual practice is very difficult to do ; and, if  done, would not, I think, 
lend to any permanently useful result. The  power in Tibet is not concentrated 
in one mar1 ; and the masses of monks living in those monasteries a t  Lhasa are 
s o  numerous, and so deeply bigoted in this matter, that tile throwing of a few 
thousands of rupecs among them would produce about as rnuch result as throw- 
ing the rupees into the sea. 

i56. But they might be spproached by us i n  the same way as the Russiarls 
haveapproached them, it may be thought. Unfortunately, closer to l..hasa as we are 
ill psi:it ~i disiance, the Lhasa ~nonlts are less accvssible to us 11- an t!!ey are to tile 
Rl.lssianj ; ior whiie thereare thousands of Russian subjects nllo look to the Dalai 
Lama a's their spirituzl head, thew are only a few hundreds of Bri~ish subjects, 
al iJ  (hose not very intelligent or lil.:ely to be i!seful. T h e  people of Burma and 
Cey]on, though Buddhists, are ~ i o t  Lamaists. And it will be remembered what 
difficultv there was in finding a man simply to carry a letter t~ the Dalai Lama, 
and how useless the man found proved to be. I know of  110 one who could carry 
outthe same kind of mission a s  Dorjieff did for the Russians. And 1 doubt, too, 

even Dorjiefi would have succeeded in inducing the National Assembly 
to agree to the establishment of a trade mart under the supervision of rc European 
officer. 

157.  Again, it may be thought that if some of the really big men from Lhasa 
could meet the Commission we could reason with them ; explain the situation to  
them in afriendly and reasonable manner ; tell them how absurd were the ideas they 
had that we ever wished to annex the country ; show them the mutual advantages 
of more unrestricted intercourse ; and by friendly personal intercourse disarm 
suspicion. That we have tried. There are here two high officials from Lhasa. 
I explained our case t o  them in detail, and even went so far a s  to say that  
Government would be prepared to make them concessions on the frontier provided 
they would bereasonable in regard to trade. But they refused even to report my 
nlords to  Lhasa ; they have declined every sort of personal intercourse ; and 
have been severely censured .from Lhasa for exchanging formal presents. 
And this although 1 had  shown them most clearly the unreasonableness oi 
their general attitude, seeing that Tibetans were allowed to come down freel-v 
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to India ; to trade, reside, or travel there and to visit their sacred places ; and 
that everywhere they went they received protection for themselves and their 
goods; whereas no Englishman, and even no native uf India, was allowed by t h em 
to show his nose inside l'ibet. 

153. But i[ we  could pet beyond these mere officials and get personal access 
to the actgal Iiead of the 'libetan Government, perhaps tllen we tnight be able to 
get the 'l'ibetan Government to listen to reasun ? That also we have ~rieci. Two 
letters were addressed by the Viceroy to the Dalai Larna, hut bolh wtxe returned. 
I tried to approach hirn through the Chinese .4inban, and, hearing that hi: was about 
to visit Shipt.se, asked the Arnban to endeavour to arrange a meeting between His 
Holi:less and ll~vself in order that 1 tnight have an opporturlity of explaining the 
P ~ j i t i a ~ ~  ~f the Government of Indie fully and i:learly to him. L al  thc: s,trl:t timc 
;15l,ed to; aild received the. perrliissiun of the Go.rsn,mt:ut of India, In t h e  inrprishable 
event of such n meeting talcin plqce, to assure His I-lulinrss that ::dc h2.d no 
designs whatever upon rhe indcpcnd(~~?ce of 'I'jlJet. Tile only rewit of my applica- 
tlon to the Arnb~n was a reply discotil.teously addressed to the Viceroy ins t~ad ol 
to me, in ~ l ~ i r h  he said that the Tibetans did ~ ~ o t  have friendly inrercourse with 
ioreign p tople. 

I 59. Perhaps, ihougi~, the whole people may not be united in heir  oppo:;itior: 
and there may be jealousy between Shigatse and Lhasa which may turn out to 
our advantage ? There certainly is jealousy between the two centres. But, 
after all, the  grcat monasterv a t  Tashi-Lu~npo, near Shigatsc, r:ontains 
only 3,800 ~nonks, whereas the great monasteries of Lhasa contain, ir, a!l, over 
16,000 monks ; and the influence of Lhasa is in consequence all-powerful. A 
deputy from Shigatse came here to request our withdrawal from the province 
o! which Shigatse is the Capital. He informed me the Tashi Lama was in 
trouble with the Lhasa authorities on account of our presence here ; and he 
trusted that we would get him out of this trouble by a t  once withdrawing across 
the frontier. I explained to him, in as friendly a way as  possible, how I had 
nothing whatever to do with fixing the place of meeting for the negvtiations ; 
how this was arranged between my Governmenl and the Chiriese Go~ernment ; 
how I had received ordeis to come here; and how impossible it was therefore for 
meto now go against those orders. At the same time I sent a friendly message to 
the Tashi Larna thanking him for the kindness he had shown rgo years ago in 
one of his previous existences to the Englishmen Bogle and Turner. The only 
result of this, however, is that two higher officials from Shigatse have been sent 
here to make a still more peremptory request for our withdrawal. 

160. Yet, it may still be, that even if Shigatse h a s  no power against Lhasa, 
at any rate the laity and the common people may have some infiuence against 
thc monks ? I t  really is the case that a considerable pcjrtion c?f ti:c laity 
are nut opposed to i~~tercourse with Indla ; and that the cemmon people \v110 had 
practical experience in 1886 of what fighting with us really means, 2n.d wl-11-\ 
have no kind of animus or fanatical feelirg against us, would. !,e perfectly 
willing to admit us among them. But the laity and common people have iittie 
power hereas against the monks. The whole n~!e here is ecclesiastical. And to 
oppose the will of the great Lamas ~ o u l d  mean perdition not only in the present 
but. i n  many future existences. Why then should they imperil so much merely 
to favour intercourse with India ? 

161. One last hope may still remain. The Tibetan delegates have said that 
if we will go back to Gyagong, they will be ready to discuss anything and every- 
thing with us there. Perhaps if we are less obstinate and stiff -necked and relax 
so far as to agree to  this, a settlement will be possible? I fear not. Experience 
with Orientals does not show that giving way ever has the effect of making them 
more reasonable. Its invariable effect is to make them more obstinate. They 
might discuss matters at  Gyagong, but they certainly would mncedc nothing. 
Resides which they have no call upon our consideration. On previous occasions 
when commissions had been formed to demarcate the boundary, they had refused 
to send delegates to accompany the Chinese delegates ; they had put obstacles 
in  the way of the Chinese delegates by refusing transport ; and they had thrown 
down the boundary pillars which the Chinese and Brltish delegates had put: up. 
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, t ,-4$p they have no  ca!l upon our considercrion, especially as even now they .- damt,send i14 delcgate an oficial of the highest rank, as asked b) t Viceroy, 
,.W cl6cials below the rank of Councillors. 

162. Frorn all this the almost inevitable conclusion to be drawn is that we 
s! 'J~]  nt.\er be ablz to get a trdde mart estab!ished a t  Gya~rtse under the super- 
v,sr,)n of a British olficer ; and erlsure that the Tibetans wlll not be able to avoid 
or repudiate otligations entered into on their behalf in an fresh Treaty or Con. 
vention ; unless we are prepared to coerce the obstructive L' amas at Lhasa, and  
have the means at our disposal for keeping pressure on them. Efforts will of 
course continue to be made to  settle the matter without coercion. Rut the at- 
titude of the Tibetans being such a s  it is, it would be unwise not to be prepared 
for the ~ossibility of having to resort to pressure. 

POSSIBLE COERCIVE hlEASURES. 

163. What tlle means arc for coerciilg; the Lhasa ~nonlis it is rt,:,itf i,ur t,rlsi- 
ness to enqilire into. 'I'he first rnelsurz which suggests itself is si~nl)Iy tilocl..ad- 
ing Tilict : ~ n d  stupping all trade with India.. I t h i n k  i~ wnuld t,r  ell li we get  i l l e  

chance to slop an;! individ~al traders tvho~n we Itnnw come i r o ~ r ~  1 , l las~  Lanjas, 
snc! ss bring dirci:tly home to them the disadvantage ni  their urifriendly 
i t  1 :  U But a p~ne ra i  blocltade wouid probablj. h;~vc l:rry litlle effect 
~ p n n  the 111onks. I t  wo'uld hurt people who are rnost inc1iilt.d to be well disposed 
to us. It  ~ v ~ u l d  damage our own traders most of all. Ar~d it would be a great 
blow to a trade \\~hizli we want by every means to foster arid not discourage. 
It  ~ ~ o u l d  in fact be a futile measure, riot strong enough to bring the Lamas to 
their knees, hut just strong enough to nullify the efforts of past years in establish- 
ing a trade through Sikkirn and to drive it all into Nepal. 

164. A more effective measure, though still not sufficient in itself to bring 
the Lama: to reason, is the construction of good mule roads up to the frontier, 
and e~nploying for that purpose Pioneer Regiments and Sappers and Miners. T h e  
advantage of the measure is that instead of being a discouragement to the infant 
trade between India and Tibet it is a direct enco'uragement to it. And if not 
only the two roads in Sikkim-the one t o  Khamba Jong and the other to t h e  
Chumbi valley-but also the road from Assam to Lhasa, and the road up the  
Sutlej valley to Tibet are by this means improved; a considerable an~oun t  of 
pressure will he put on the Lhasa Government, and the way \vill be  
prepared for either future military operations if that Government proves obdurate, 
cr  for fulure trade if  they prove amenable. I rnentioil ttle roads frorr~ Assam ant1 
:he S ~ ~ t l e j  valley because ,L little road-ac~ivit) in those tiro direc~ions, nhile i t  
:i.ou!i I,?ve t h ~  effect of increasirls thc pressure on lllz L!.tasa Ciove~nn:ent, would 
pr-ob~bly also have the ei7ect i;t decreasing the pressure on us i n  the case of 
military operations by preventing the Tibetans from sending me11 from t h e  
eastern and western ends of Tibet for an effort against us in the centre. 

165. This means of improving the road to the frontier a t  iour difierent 
points may havesome effect. It  may encourage the small minority which dolAt- 
less exists i ~ r  favor of coming to a peaceable settlement with us tn raise their 
voices ; asld i t  may also frighten the Chi~iese into exerting themseltes t o  .put 
prassurz 011 the Tibetans. But the Tibetan Government hacc been SO llttle 
=iarrned 1,y what we have already done i n  Sikltim in this way : and are SO evid- 
ently relying or. outside support, that I aln doubtful if rren this measure would 

bring them sufficiently to their senses. 

166. T h e  rnentioil of the reliance of the Tibetans on outside support 
brings me to the third possible coercive measure. I have heard rumours that 
they rely on the Nepalese to support them against us. I am very ignorant about 
our relations with Nepal. On tlie face of it it would seem that  the Nepalese 
would be a t  one mind with the Tibetans in desiring to exclude us from Tibet, for 
Nepalese traders do a flourishing lrade a t  present with Lhasa, and this woti!d 
be ruined if the Siklrim roate were opened. They are, too, a s  t~aditioilally 
exclusive as the Tibetans ; and -.ve have it on record that a Gurkha Raja once 
wrote to  the Lhasa ar~thorities, encouraging them to keep out Europeans like the  
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Gurl:l~as did according to their traditional custom. Nor can they like the pros- 
pect of seeing us established right hellind them and looking straight irrto their 
back-door as we tail from here at lchamba Jong. Still t l~ey have a feud with the 
Tibeta~rs  which they would like to settle. The  Tibetans norv occupy the Kirong 
district of Nepal on the A'sprrlese side of the waterrhed, and within 50 miles of 
Khatmandu itself. W e  can hardly doubt that the Nepalese would be 
seize rnv ou~or tuni tv  for recover i~~e  ibis district taken from them bv the f ; & e z  

# > 

in I C<; have tdo the assul,ance of the Nepalese Prime Pvlinister'to the Viceroy 
31 the: Delhi Durbar that " Ile regarded the interests of Kepal as bound up with the 
British Govt:rnrncnt i ~ r  India, and that his I;oveinrue~?t :vr~uid be prepared to en- 
dorse and ac tively su,,port ally actrun which the !3r111sh Gr~kernmcn~ rn~gh! con- 
sidcr rrecessary for ~ h c  ptutection oi those joint interes~s. " 

167. I t  nright th:refore wrvc a useiul purpose if t h t  Nepalt:se Gover~irricnt 
would sciid a represei;~ative to confer with nle : and dssist Mr. White and me in 
persuading the Tibetan delegates to adopt a reasonable course. 'rhe presence 
of such a representative in our camp would show the Tihetanr that we and the 
Nepalese were a t  one in this matter, and that instead of the Nepalese having a 
mind to support lheni against us, they werc much mure l~kely to join with us in 
opposing theru. 

168. If none of these coercive measures-il neither t l ~ e  repairing uf roads to 
the fronlier by military means, nor the fcar of preswrc !ram Nepal as  well as 
from us-is suficierrt 10 make the Lhasa Lamas enter into reaso!rable neiotia- 
t ior~s with US;  the only resource left will be to occupy the Cliumbi valley, and, 
having occupied it, to  move this Commission, with a strengthened. escort, on to 
Gyantse. 

169. IJ'licr~ the Regcnt at Lliasa was s h u ~ r n  by Ff U:: a rnap uf the world, 
11,:: asked v:l-~erc Calcutta was, and being sl~oivn said " ?'he Pelir~gs jEr;ro;can~j of 
Calcutta are vcry ncar our frontier," and madl: a gr;I:iz.ce, s l ~ a k i ~ ~ g  his head. 
bl;t after  ons side ring awhile, he recovered his ronlposl~re and  sr?id : " Tl?<i. inattcr :' 
the Hirnala):;~ mountains are bctween us." And insuperable bavrier rlic;. do 
indeed appear from here in Tibet. But fortunately for us, all :he d;lEcuil ies are 
on our side. The  deep-cut precipitous valleys which are the real obsta~les lire 
already under our control. T h e  passes present no difficulty at all. They are 
broad open troughs. And the country on this side (the Tibetan sidej is so open 
that' a brigade-or a s  far a s  that goes--an ,army corps might march along in 
line. There is much more room for military movements in any of the valleys 
here than there was in the plains round Delhi for the Durbar manaeuvres. 

17". Nor are the people warlilie. A Ipss warlike, a:ld a more slacii nrld eAsy- 
going race, it would indeed be hard to find. 'l'hey have no feuds with u s  or 
dislike to us, nor any religious fanaticism against, us. They are simply tools in 
the hands of the Lamas. Throughout their history tkcy have beer! acsustoined 

'l- o\vT). to look to the Chinese for support, and though indeed thcy did h ~ l d  the:. 
against the Gurkhas in the  war of 1854, that seems to have been chielly iiue to 
the Gurkhas being a t  the tinie enfeeb!ed by internal dissensions. And ir !  I 8S6-38 
ill the Sikkirn war they allowed us to  turn them out. of  dilscuit hill positions with 
the Icqs of only half-a-dozen men on cur side and six or seven hundred on theirs. 

1 7 1 .  T::ey are quite unaccustomed to go about arrned or to 5ght 
among thernsel-.les. T h e  only arms they possessed in the S ikk~m x a r  tiere 
rough spears, swords and a few matchloclis. They may Indted since 
then have supplied thtmselves-or have been supplied-with bertcr arms, and 
there are rurnours of an arsenal a t  Lhasa superintended by a Moharnedan from 
India. But modern rifles in the hands of men so  ignorant of aiicI unaccirstomcd 
t o  their use can be of little servict to  tllzin ; and probably we ~ o ~ i l d  i~?:it: more to 
fear from the rougher tribesmen they ~ u i g h t  collect from S o i ~ h -  Bas~crn T~be t ,  
and from the fanaticisni of the monks, who, assemhiing in i'nousands in their mo- 
nasteries, and investing themselves with lnagical power, believe thrrnseli-es in- 
vulnerable, and so rush off to fight the invader. These from t l l~ i r  numbers might 
be formidable, but they would not be looked upon a s  capable of olfering any 
serious opposilion to well-armed and trained troops. 



, I 7a.  The  occilpation of the Churnbi valley and the advance of the commis- 
: s7on to Gyantse ought therefore to be attended with Ilttle risk. 

INTERNA'TIONAL ASPECT OF T H E  QUESTION.  

r;g. T h e  occupation of the Chumbi valley may, hotve\rer, he regarded a s  an 
infringemcnt of the integrity of the Chinese Empire, in :he preservation of which 
Russia " takes an  interest. " We cannot treat with tlle 'I'ibeeans a s  i f  they were 
absolutely independent. We have to take some regard to the fact that they are  
n o m i n ~ l l ~  under the suzerainty of China. Our relations t o  China in these nego- 
tiations is, indeed, the most delicate part of them ; for the hold of the Chinese 
over Tibet is now SO slender that it is quite possible thai i f  we ])ress t,he Tibetans 
hard, and the Chinese instead of helping them to  keep us at a distance 1,l.ess 
t h e ~ ~ r  hard totj, ihey  may turn round upor! the Chinese and clear them out of 
.Tibet This is c111i1c: a possibility, and is one ol the r-c:- sons why tl lr Chinese 
refrain from pressing the 'Tibetans. It  is, ho\ve\~t-r, i:o curicc;rn cif ours. i f  
had had to do wit11 the Tibztans alone, we -would have occupied the Chumhi 
valley in 18SS a r~d  possil.!l~; ever-! adva~iced on Lhasa. Strictl? speal;ing, even 
now we ouglit to hold the Chinese and not the Titjetans :esponsible as  suzerains 
over Tibet for not keeping the treaty nhi,:h they themselves made with LIS. But they 
have ::.ho\vt~ and even a c l a ~ c ~ n ~ i e d ~ e r i  that they are quite incapable of malting the 
Tibetans olserve thc  t e r v s  of the  treaty. So no c r ~ e  could cu~nplain of our action 
if ,  to make the  Tibetans afford to us those trade facilities provided for in 
t h e  Convention of  1890, we O C C U P Y  the Chumbi valley, which, it  may be further 
.remarked, is not part of Tibet proper, but is situated on the Indian side of the 
waiershed. 

OUR FUTURE P E R M A N E 8 T  POLICY. 
I 74. But whether we go to  the length of actually invading Tibetan territory 

or not, we must a t  any rate be prepared to  exert a pressure on Tibet for many years 
to  come. It  is clear enough from past experience that the Tibetans will yicld 
nathil~g except under pressure, and that except they feel the pressure constantly 
upon them, they will break the condition of any new agreement come to just as 
they have broken the conditions of t h ~  old. They must be regarded a s  child1c.n 
in politics, and as children never he left without cuntroi. 

3 7 5. T h e  control, however, though it stlould be constant, may be light. 
T h e  best way to guarantee the observance ol the new 'I'reaty is to make the 
country really accessible; to  have good roads right up to the frontier a t  
several points, so that both we and the Tibetans can feel that whenever the con- 
ditions of the Treatv are broken, we have the  means of easily enforcing it. 

176. Good roads mean, too, not only a means of military offence, but of 
jacililv tor trade, and hy means of them it will be possible for Government to 
adopt's palicy of both pressure and suction. 'NJl:iie Ifre pre;s with all our force 
to establish our traders at a good mart in the centre o! Tibet, we shoultl, 117ith 
.good ri>ady, 2ii1.l yi!h suitable marts on those roads on our side, suck their 
[raders oui. Especially for the export of  col and live-stock several roads a r e  
<equlred, and therelore while we ourselves press in a t  one road we should be 

to  entice them out a t  several others. For this reason w e  would be well- 
.qdvised in improving the rozds mentioned above leading into Tibet. 

177 .  And seeing the advantage we now enjoy from the position we have 
Gquired in Silckim, without any dlrect intention of using the country as  a means 
of access to Tibet, I think, too, we might well now make up our minds a s  CO what 
ark the best eventual trade routes to Tibet ;  and in years to come take oppor- 
tunities, such a s  offered themselves in Sikkim, of bit by bit making them 
dseful trade routes as we now find the route through Sikkim. 

178. Of such routes one up the Amo-chu River in Bhutan to the Chumbi 
valley may not only prove to be capable of being easily opensd, but t o  be 
the easiest way of any into Tibet. This is a t  any rate the op i~ lon  of Captain 
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O'Connor who has paid :nore attention to the subject of trade routes than a:ly 
one else ; and of Captain Parr who as Commissioner at Yatung has lived lor many 
months at  the end of the Churnbi valley and on the Amo-chu. 

179. From Assam there are three routes to Tibet about, which w e  might 
seek ali possible informa~ion, and which, if the information received should prove 
enconraging, we might take opportur~i~ies which may preseut t hemselvc~s in com- 
ing years of opening up. These &re ( I )  the  direct and silortest roule to Lhasa, 
that from Odalguri by Tawang ; ( a )  the routc up the Brahrnaputra bp which 
Lhasa rnay be reached without crossing a single pass ; and (3) the very irnportalit 
route from the extreme eastern end 3E Assam from Sadiya, up the  Lohit river to 
the richest part of Tibet, to districts famous for their gold and mineral wcalth, and 
the fertility ol the soil. This latter route joi~is on to the grand road from Lhasa 
to Ctrina near Batang a t  a distance of only 2So miles fronl our fro~lrier, and 
would therefore, i f  opened, link India with China and make the rich and irnpor tant 
province of Szechuzn as  accessibie to Assam as  Yunilari is LO Eur~na. 

180. The opening up of these last named routes are, however, projects for 
the future, and i only mention them here hecause they ought not to bc lost sight 
of in any general considerations of the Tibetan question ; and because even at 
this stage l think that we ought to make special efforts to gain accurate inform- 
ation regarding them. 

181. The upshot of all these remarks is then that, as the attitude of 
the Tibetans is so unfriendly, and the prospect of their observing the coriditions 
of a new Treaty so meagre, it is necessary at  once wi:h Pioneers to commence 
the i~nprovernent of roads towards t l ~ e  Chuli~bi valley and the passes leading to 
lCharnba Jollg ; to be prepared to adopt similar measures, though on a smaller 
scale, in the Siltlej valley, and Tawang routes, with the double object of improv- 
ing those routes as trade routes and of preventing the 'Tibetans drawing wen 
down to the Sikkinl border from the districts on them. W e  shol~ld also be 
prepared to occupy the Chumbi valley ; and lastly, we ought to acquire accurate 
inforn~ation about the important routes which lead from Assam into the ncbeso 
parts of Tibct. 

G E N E R A L  CONCLUSIONS. 

182. The thought may occur to some who have read this memorandum (hat 
after all we had much better leave these Tibetans alone, and not be too insjstent 
upon pushing a trade which cannot amount to anything considerable corn- 
pared with the trade with rich provinces in India or China. Get whatever 
trade concession we can in exchange for concessions on the Gyagong frontier 
lands and after that  leave the Tibetans alone. A s  they themselves say, they 
only desire to be left at peace to worship God: ~ h y  not then kave therfi to 
their devoticns ? 

18;. The reply to such an enquiry is that we did leave them alone for a full 
century, but in the end, they did not leave us alone. They came rrght down 
out, of their own country, and over a high range, and deliberately took up a 
position in a British Feudatory State ; and there against the advice and espress 
orders of their Chinese suzerain attacked British troops. Leaving them alone 
has in no way ensured their friendship ; and it has on the other hand enabled 
our rivals in Asia to establish an influence at  LhQsa which, if not checked, would 
develop into a positive political danger to us. 

124. I t  has, moreover, been proved by actual experience, during seven yeirs 
in the eighteenth century, that trade between India and Tibet can be carried on 
without trouble or friction, and to the evident satisfaction and profit of both 
Tibetans and natives of India.. It  was proved, too, in the time of Warren 
Hastings, that Englishmen can be received by Tibetans on terms of the utmost 
cordiality and friendship, and leave behind them nothing but good feeling ; for 
the Tibetans ale by nature open and genial :~nd they have no caste or system of 
purdulr to keep  is apart. 
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1 1  

; jl 185- ~ u r t h e r ,  it is not certain that the n~ajority of the Tibetans do want to t 'be left alonc:. The  men in whose hiinds lie the nlcipopoly of power and fhe 
m~nopo!y  ot' t r d r  of course do ; but w e  havc good evidence that there are large 
~Iasse-., <:IIJ .*rnortg thcrn the trading classes, who would welcolne an  irlcrease 01 
in tcrct?~t i~z betrvecla Tibet asid India. 

tY6. Antl vhi, can ~IJL!,~: that t.lli: p e ~ p l e  as a whole would berrefit by the  
k11.<11;;11g 01 \ b e  ~ncjnopoly i r ~  the hands ol these Ignorant and self-.:(:eking 
I ~ .  i1 Af~ar  ;11I we arc not :isking arivthing more than that crur traders 
shi!.llJ tle allowed to g(i znd trade at  oni-: single place inside 'l'ilct, and that . . 
place on11 a fiiv ma:clles in-1:ie tlic frontier. By rhis we give the TIhetm., a 
cliarrce of e s ~ h a i ~ g i n g  their surplu: raw produce f ~ r  inanufaitured gooils at 
which ihey starrd In ueed. There is nothing harmful to the people In this. 
There is nothing but pure benefit And t l ~ e  Lanlas who oppose it art: obviously 
looking not 10 lhc interects of the people but to their own. 

\ST. Larnas would, however, rep!y to this thnt they i i ~  not mind our 
trsding ; th%t % h a t  they really fear is the destruction of-  their religion. l iuc  
relates that nl~erl  the Chinese Aslitan rebulied the Regent. r;t Ltlasa ior 
adc~itcing him into the country and told him that HIJC would convert th:: 
peopl:' fron; Ruddhlsin and that then t.he po.v.ler of the Dalai Lariia rvould lie 
goirz, the Regenr ~eplieci that ii :he riew doctrines introduced were false, t h e  
.Til,e~dns ~(:.>11ld r1:3t embrace thei;i, hut i f  i hey  were true, there was notl~inop to 
fear, ic:r truth rculd never be prejudicial G men. A better answer could 
not be g i ~ e n  to those 'Tibtttans who think that the introduction of our 
trade at a single point will mean the overturn of their whole ecclesiastical 

l '  . ' svstem. i , ! 

188. We need, then, have the less hesitation in pressing a measure whicli, 
while rather than being harmful, is positively beneficial to  the Tibetans, has been 
also forced on us by the instinct of self-preservation. Apart from all questions 
of furthering trade facilities, we would be bound ,by the a c t i d y  of the Russians 
in Tibet to demand access to the country. 

189. When we have obtained this access to  Tibet, and acquired a s  much 
influerrce there as is required for keeping Russian influence at bay, we shall 
have averted an insidious political danger to India ; we shall have put 
our;elveu in a position which will have as a barrier betvreen cur own frontier 
and the probable future frontier of Russia the whole breadth G!' t h e  inhospitable 
Chang Thang plateau; we shall have prevented the junctio1.1 elf ar!g pcssible 
future spheres of Frenl-;h and Russian influence north aud south 3ciooss Asia: 
l n d  we ~ 1 ~ : i l l ,  on the other band, be in a position of support to 0'1r own tffotts - rn :~i.?,:!lca!, and for con~bining our strength irorr. east to wcst. 

KHA.MBA JONC, ' r l ~ ~ i  : "j 

n d z d  ~ p t ~ t  i i r q ~ s s f  1903. 1 F. .E. YOUNGHUSBAND. 
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